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WCODROW WILSGOGN: PROPHECY AND PERSPECTIVE
FCR THE PRESENT
By
Allen W. Dulles
Director of Central Intelligence
at
Yale University
November 27, 1956

It is an honor to have been designated as Lamont lecturer and to speai
to you of some phases of the work of Woodrow Wilson.

I feel particularly gratified that you should have chosen a Princeton
man for this task, but possibly after what took place a week ago Saturday,
you can afford to be magnanimous.

In the presence of Charles Seymnur, your distinguished President
Emeritus, I speak of Woodrow Wilson with a great deal of humility. He is,
after all, the real expert on the subject, and I shall draw liberally fron ideas
he has expressed.

A few weeks ago I returned from 2 35,000 mile trip around the worlc.
vigiting particularly the countries of the Middle East, Southeast Asia, and t=:
Far East. I had rather planned to work out, during this trip, whnt I woulc
s1y to you today. But although I did some thinking, I found little time {or
writing, while visiting some twenty countries, As I talked, hrowever, with tte
leaders of these countries, many of which had newly found or fought out their
freedom, I could not help but ponder how fiercely had burned the fire of

self -determination which Woodrow Wilson had helped to kindle some 49 year:

21g0.
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Before taking up the main subject nf my talk I would like to s3y 2 ward
about Yale and my chosen ficld of intelligence., The comn-ection between Yul:
and national intelligence is an old one. Two members of your class nf 1773,
Nathan Hale and Benjamin Tallmadge were, as many of you may know,
pidneers in the field of intelligence. The story of Hale's martyrdom while
gathering information from the enemy is well known,

Hale's friend, Ben Tallmadge, was an almost equally fabulous chnricter.
He devised an ingenious system of information collection on British t-oops
during the Revolutionary War, used primitive codes and invisible ink. 2nd
played an important role in the apprehension and conviction of Benedict
Arnold's accomplice, (Zqo%}\ndre. After the war, he became 1 businessinan,
1 land speculator, 2 member of Congress, and 2 lay preacher in the
Congregational Church. As you can see, 2 career in intelligence preparss
you for almost any occupation,

Your university today is contributing able men to American
intelligence, and I am one of the chief beneficiaries, A mong them, none 1s
more outstanding than a1 former Yale Professor, Dr. Sherman Kent, who as
Chairman of the Board of National Estimates in the Central Intelligence Agzency,
plays 2 major role in pur work.

We have, of course, come 2 long way in our national life since tha
days of Hale and Tallmadge and with our growth to manhood 25 2 nation, cut

responsibilities have increased well beyond the dreams of our forefathers.
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Since I finished my academic studies in 1916, I have divided my t: -«
evenly between government service and the practice of the 1aw. During thage
years I have served, in one capiacity or another, under every Presgident -f th.
United States; the first was Wnodrow Wilson. He was my college president
during the early months of my freshman year at Princeton befcre he beeame
Governor of New Jersey. He was also my first chief as I entered tFe F sreiom
Service in 1916,

In what I am going to say abeut President Wilson today, I am drawine
very largely on my recnllections of the man. I may say that despite the
passage of time, these recollectinng are clear, My association with Wiis.on
modest as it was, has had definite impact upoen my nwn thinking an¢ mv .p.-
proach to the internatinnal problems with which I hive been engaged ‘rom

time to time,.

Universities in the Natinn's Service

It is appropriate for us here mto start where Wilson himsels

began, by stressing the imprrtant role that must be played by the uni ersity

communities in the service of the nation,

Wilson gaid pruphetically to his nwn university some 60 years 2gn
that "when all is said, it is nnt learning but the spirit nf service that will
give a college ‘#.-place in the public annals of the nation . , , There i3 12id
upon us the compulsion of the naticnal life, We dare not keep alonf and clas ot
ourselves while 1 nation comes to its maturity, The days of glad exprnsgiom
are gone, our life prows tense and difficult; our resnurce for the future li.s
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in careful theutht, preovidence , 2nd 1 wise econs~my; and the sch .ol must be of
the nation, "

Little did Wilsnn suspect when he toc!z office how great his own roie
would ke in America's comine of 21ne -~ despite the fact that he w1l 2ppro-
ciated A merica's growing leadership in international affairs.

You will racall that Wilsoan was elzacted to the Fresidency n a 2ivform
that dealt almost exclusively with domestic problems and reforms -~ cuc 118
lowering tariffs and overhauling the banking systom., Wilsen wre'e to = @ -iend
just bzfore issuming affice that "it would be the ireny of fate if my 2dminstra-
tion had to deal chizfly with foreign affairs. " In his first inausural addrz3s
in the seemin~ly peaceful days of 1913, he scarcely mentioncd for-ign p-cy,
Y“en his first term was half ovar we were in the thick of it; and tefore luag
sacond term had finished, 1 series of fateful decisions were taker whwere
ffected world history.

In the years between these events there was 2 vast 7rowth in cur

wnrld respongibilities which Wilson underatood with 2 foresgizht that ir-rvin

this ccuntry were slow to appreciata,

Wilaon 2nd Re sponsible Government

—p—r-

From the time he was an underaraduate in collese, *Milson hac biin
fascinated with problems of bringing povernment up to meet the challen e
and preoblems of the times. He viewed / merica's growinm~up with exc ivzinent
and hope, At his inaugural address 23 President of Princeton in 1907 h: had
spoken of "2 new a3e before us in which, it would seem, we must eac the

- A -
world, !
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£nd in the same year he wrote that: "7 e have come to full ma:zuriy
with this new century of our national existence and to full self-consciruseas
as a nation. And the day »f our igolation is past. ‘We shall leatr much
surselves now that we stand cloger to sther nationg and compare suri=sl s
first with one and again with ansther, . "

Several years later at Columbia he concluded one of his many
speeches on government with the prophetic remark that, ""': can neve »
hide our presilent arain as a mere domestic officer." Thare corld be n-
more eloquent proof of these words than Vilson's own tour of ser rice -
that hich office.

Some 2T years ago I came into the possession of the sririnal of one
>f the rare documents of “7sodrow W ilson's caveer -- a personal letier t-
Secretary Lansing -- which illusirates his convictions as to the hich
responsibility »f the presidency in the conduct of foreirn relations

'hile the leiter was published in Ray 3tannard Bakee's "Life an?
Letters of "TondrHw “Wilson,'" it has nover received the attontion which -t
deserves,

Befcre the end of the campai-n of '$15, the President bacarm e fuilw
aware that the clection was to be a clase onc, that it was more cr loge f 4
tsss-up whether he or i/ r, Hurhes would win. That slectisn. as vas tho age
>f the electizn the other day, was foucht sut durine- a pericol of et irer .
national crisis. America then facel hard decisions and as ths lotte - inlicsreg
WHilson was deeply disturbel about the conscquences t2 the country f the 1 goe

ation which wauld arise if he were iofeated anil yet remained 'n ae the "

oo gidoni
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from early NMovember until the coming March, It is fortunato that ‘Tilson

set forth his ideas in o letter which he wrote Mr. L-nsing, then Secretury

of State, who had laft “7aghinaton to vote in his home of Watertown, New Yorik.
The main source of concern was, in Wilsan's words, thatt 'The

direction of the foreign policy of the governmeut would in effoct has 2 bcer.

taken out of my hands and yet its new definition would be impossibl: unts

March, "

He ~d4ded this: "I fzel that it would be my duty to relieve th- coariry
af the peribs of such 2 situaticn 2t ence, Tha course I have in mind is dorentent
upon the crnsent 1nd cooparation nf the Vica Fresident; but, if I cndd ¢:in his

consent to the plan, I weould 28t your permission 9 invite Mr, Huehazs to

become Szcretary of State ind would then join the Vice Preszident in resimng,

3

“and thus open to Mr, Hughacs the immediate guccessinon to the Presgidencvy,

1211 my life long, " Vilson centinued, !''I have ~dvocated gome such
resprnsible governm:nt for the Unitad States as other constitution~l systaman
Afford 2s 1 matter of course, and 2s guch action on my part would maveurtae,
2t least by example., Responsible government menng rovernment by those
whom the pezople trust, and trust at the time of decisinn and ~cticn, The
wholz country has long perceived, witheut 'mowing how to remecdy, thz cxireme
disadvantaoe of having te live for four menths aftes 2n electin unt2r < prvty
whoge guidance hzd been rajected 2t the polls. Hzre iz the remoecy, -t any
rate 28 far as the Executive is concornad.

The oririnal letter was given to me by my Aunt, Mzrs, T.~asing
who found it amens my Unclels papers after his death, It wos mnz ced 1o te

-bhHh -
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destroyed, but T disobeyed this injunction, a5 T have done frequently ging -
in similay situationg,

+<he problem which Pragident “7ilgon prses in this letter hae baen
in part selveq by the 20th - mendment, movine the date of inqurur-t- oM froasy
March 4 tq January 20, The Posaibility of tha solution ha suggested hag heoaq
eliminnteq by legislation which chfmges. the line of Successinn, After tha
Vice Fresident, from an Appointad officar (the Secret'lry cf State) ta yn
elected offic sy (the Spealkear of the H ugz of R.zzpresentj.tives).

It seems tn me quastinnable, hnwever, whethor the 20th tman Ime -
has adequately sclved the Preblem, Tepe it 28 raduced the Inma due -
period from about four months to 1 litt]e OVer two and 4 haif mionihs, Ryt o,
the present statz of the world, in tha Atomic vve, Tr days is o very lorgy
Perind, Fpg example, if By chance we wore teday in 4 "lomeo ducter period
Ican Aardly conceive how 1dequnts michinsry could ba Set up te raach rhe
decisiong that are required daily if nnat hourly, with Me man holdine ¢4 .
titular 2utherity ang 1nothar enicying the Popialar mnndnte,

In the 1ams duck pzried of 1033 an attempt wag mqds by Proagidaers
Honver to sclve the pPreoblem by c2llabarating bzatwaan the Sutynine snd ¢ o
incoming 1dministr'1tion. This proved unrewarding, 1 imagine thnt 1iny
incoming 2dministratinn will b2 veluctant ta sharz the responsibility with ut
h"-.ving the ran] Powar of deciginn, It would, it S§2ems te me, be 2181ar £ o
the williny Cocperatinn of cutgoing ~{ficiqig who hava turnad Pver their ~fiic e

tn the newly elected or APpointed officiylg than to try again whnt Co filoe in

R S S U A —————

1933, Mecst European consgtitutinnal ffvernments, including the Britich, p.qna. .

in ~ne Wiy or another to make the transitinn withoyt My formal daiq V.

o
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Therz are other curious "nomnliss in the Present lnme duc< syt -1
of 7% days, The outpoing administration in exrly January must pur in »

State of the Union messane, an econnmic report, ind 1 budget mesaag:.
Except for the actual work done on the budgeat, this trilogy of swan sone-.
gserves very little useful purpose,

Cf course the renl log jam comes from the Electoral Collece proe2dures,
which the 20th 2 mendment did little to sat right, The Amendment rightle
ruled that electoral votes should be counted only by the newly elect:d Co-r-cgs
80 tiiat 1 possible tie could not ba bro%en by a lame duc¥' Coneorcss., For.
since the new Congress does not maot until January 3rd according o the
Amendment, the leng period of waiting for a change in administratisn s.oimrg
destined to be with us until some better w2y is found to solve this problem

which "7ilgon first tried to mecet.

Wilson and the Soviat Union,

Vilgon was Presidant whon twa oreat revolutions swept threaoh
Rusgsgia in 1917%; first the Keorens'sy revolution of March, then the Boighayi
revolution of Lenin-Trotsky in Novamber. He had Ireat sympathy for th
democratic revolution in Mnrch of 1217 ~nd made evary effcrt ty axt .nd
support to it,

You may remember that he sent 2 distinguiched missirn und r
Tlihu Root to review the prospects of the Provisional Gavernment an t
ascertiin what steps we could talzz tn help it, The Mission brousht + varw

optimistic raport from which the only dissenter was Charles R. Cieas vao
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possessad that most valuable of all qualifications: first-hiand tmowledee
of an area he had visited many times,

Zven after the hopes for democracy and freedom in Russin wer:
dispelled by the November revolution, Wilson sourht to make clear that
our policy was one of deep friendship for the Rusgian peoples desp:te tha: -
form of government, "Whether their prasent leaders believe it or not,
he said, 'it is our heartfclt desire and hope that some way may be npenad
whereby we may be privilepgad te assist the peoplz of Russia to obt-in thc:ir
utmost hope of liberty and crdered peace . , ."

Today, 2lmonst 40 years after the Russian revolutions we ar: sti']
thwartad in our quest tn convince the Russian penple of our desira -or pa-c»
and friendship with them. Thea ticht dictatorship in the Xremlin has attempted,
with 2 Iargs measurs of success, tn keep the truth and the facts {rerm tae
people of the Soviet Uninn, For example, they have never published the c:xt
nf Khrushchev's speech denouncing Stalin and Stalinism, which has baeon
printed elsewhere throughout the civilized werld, The people in Russia
Aave never been told the truth about events in Poland, They hava b ent-
hardly anything, and certainly nona of the truth, about what his traspir =
this past month in Hungary,

It seems t» me, hewever, that the Joviet leaders have made twe f-- 1
errors if they propraz to retain the hard dictatorship which the teacine s

of Tuenin and Stalin envisare,

€
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First, ‘the new leaders of the USSR admitted to respactability
the Titn experiment in Yunoslavia, I donot posc as prophet, but in an
~ddress which I made 13 months ago at the Columbia Univarsity Commenczinont,
I put this question: '"If the Tito form of heresy, denounced 2 few yenrg wyi°
more vignrously even than capitalism, is now to be forziven nd approved,
how can the Soviet deny the Turopzan satellites the right to 1 similar heres s
if they so degire?"

I only wigh that this question had been 2 prophecy becauvse it 13
proving to be true., Poland has already made moves in this directior.
In Hunpgary the people were unwilling to accept 2 halfway station tow-rd
liberty and h-ve electrified the world by their strugele {or complete
independencsz, In doing 5o they have tended to disprove the thanry so lor
held that ravolt apgainst a tyranny equipped with the modern weapons of wir

wae foredoomed to failure.

- 10 -
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Whatever the final >utcome in Hun:ary, ih:se wh have gacrificeu
themselves will not have failed. They have alerted the world once mnre
to the meaning of Soviet despotism, and have struck a blow for freedom
which will rank in history with the smerican and French revolutions.

The sccond fatal error the Kremlin has made was in calculat ng
that it could safely introduce masg education into the Soviet Union and
that those who were educated in science and technology would not come to
think in political terms as well. Fducation has made it difficult, if not
impossible, for the Soviet leaders to continue to cloge off their peopie
from access to the realities of the outside world,

An interesting report that has recently been rqeceivcd indicatus that
the men in the Kremlin understand the danger and are trying by artificiz.
means to meet it. They arc apparently now proposing that advanced desree;
will not be riven to those who have completed their educational work until
they have had four additional years of a compulsory work assignmert on
top of their educational carcer. Perhaps the Soviets believe this time
would serve as an adequate antidote to independent thinking. But a: tific .
means such as these and the resuscitation of iVolotov to lecture to tie
writers and artists will de little t> solve the problem, You can bramwas:®
a few for a perind of time, you c~uld never brainwash a whole nation.

In cach of these problems thz Scviet Union's difficultics stein frorn
indifference to beliefs #ilson held most deeply: the rights of any nc.tlor
to determine its own destiny, and the necessity of bringing intellectual

enquiry into the life of the nation at large. I daresay that ~ilson w ould

- 11 ~
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not have been surprised to see the proud peoples of Eastern Europe led in
‘their latest struggle for self-determination by students and writers a: welil
as workers and peasants.

e are now going through dramatic days in our reclations with the
Soviet Union and it seems that some inexorable laws are at last catcking
up with the Soviet gsystem, In the industrial and educational progres: whict
has been made they have gone far towards turning serfs into thinking human
beings, They have seen satellites move dramatically toward freedora, and
it is not too much to predict that the Soviet Union can ncver be the game
ag it was in the days of Stalin, In the mot too distant futurc we may ‘ind
new means of evidencing to the ussian people the basic fricndship vhich
the American people have always had teward them and which ¥'ilgon tried
te ghow in the early days of the Russian revolution,

“yilscn and the 3earch for Facts.

In his development of our foreign policy, /ilson was an avia
searcher for the facts., In preparation for the work at the Paris Fece
Conference in 1618-1¢, he nathered together, in a committee aptly -alles
nThe Inquiry', the ablest experts, in and out »f government, i preparc
the position papers on many ~f the intricate subjects t> cime Sefors the
Conference.

As a young Foreign Service wfficer in Paris, 1 worked clna 1y wict.

this group, I was not ~fficially a member of i as was Charles Seyndur,

- 12 -

Approved For Release 2006/08/10 : CIA-RDP80OR01731R001700030003-2



A:pproved For Release 2006/08/10 : CIA-RDP80R01731R001700030003-2

but I can statc that to the surprise and amazcment of the Europann
negotiators, the American delegation to the Faris Pcace Confercnce
arrived thevrec better documentzd, e¢ven on most of the intricate ¥ur~mear
problems, than the representatives of the Eurospean states themealve o

I recall a particular instance at tha Ceonference in 7" 9 waen v 1adrow
V/ilson had an excepticnally difficult problem to soslve, and -ne which v«
fraught with deep internatisnal significance. It related te the all cati~-
of the port of Fiuma between the conflicting claims of Italy and Yuaporlsvia
Here the President's advisors were not in accord, and he was faced with
detailed memoranda pPresenting both sides of the case. Few of the int-r .
national issucs presented at the Conference illustrated 55 well Vi laan:
determination to get at the facts and then to decide without fear v fay -

In this case, after considering the igsues,~particularly thst ts ).
Fiume from Yugogslavia would leave that ceuntry without any read ly
accessible port o the Adriatic, while Italy had a plethora >f prt: in the
area, including Venice and Tricste, - the decision went t> the Yuposlev -
It resulied in the temporary withdrawal of Italy from the Peace G nfeonea
led to the Greek invasion =f  sia Mincr, and stirved a decep wave of
indignation against the United Stateg throushout Italy.  /ilsen wiho had
been the idsl of the Italian people became overnipnt an cnemy in thair =v: .

V/ith all the political changes in the area, this issue ans lareg gine»
become academic. The incident, however, hag helped ¢~ reconcil: m- o
the fact that if this country is t5 follow the ripht clurse, we cannot always

- 13 -

Approved For Release 2006/08/10 : CIA-RDP80OR01731R001700030003-2



+ Approved For Release 2006/08/10 : CIA-RDP80R01731R001700030003-2

hope for popularity or the love of cther pccples. I find this a somewhat
congoling thought these days. In the long run if cur conduct follows the
course of justice and fair dealin~, even though unpopular at the tim:, we
will eventually gain and hold respect.

“/ilson wanted not only the facts, but a golid conclusion frora ther- .

President Tmeritus Seymour in his article in Foreign Affairs for January
Yy ]

1956, recounts that on his way to the Paris Peacec Conference on the Georogs
‘Washingt-n, he called together his expert analysts in "The Inquiry” anc
said this, "Tell me what is right and I'll fight for it, Give me a guarantcad
pesition."

More than any of his predecessors he sent special enviys and snecinl
missions to varicus foreipgn coumtries to bring him reperts on particular
situaticns. I have mentioned the Rcot mission to Russia. He sent 1 series
of missisns to ldexic» when cthevrs were urging him to take action withou:
worrying abcui petty details., Likewise in the early days of the “/o-ld " ar
he .sought informaticn on the attitudes of the great powers through bis roving
Ambassadzr, Colonel House.

I soinetimes wonder why “Vilson was not the originator of the plar
which led tz the creaticn of the Central Intelligence Ascency. Afier all, ito
task is to do on a worldwide and systematic basis what #ilson was endeavoring
t> do with special missicns as emergencies ~ccurred,

Vhat we are tryins to do day by day in the Central Int:lligence Ararcy

is to pull together the facts of those situations abrrad which affect. ur

- 14 -
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national security, Thasc facts range from the military and ec nomic <) wer
of a given country, which we call the "hardware', to the plans and inte rtions
of the leaders of that country,

A5 coerdinator of foreign intclligence, we have also sct up mac-inery
in government today which greatly reduces the danger of being caught an-
prepared, as we werc at Pearl Harbor, There the esscntial facis, to »
large extent, were available; but at that time there was no centrzl machinery
to pull them together and bring the conclusions to the attenfion of thos: xho
had the respongibility for action,

Today there is a 24-hour ""watch' machinery established 12 bring
important factors to the attention of competcent officers as soon 245 thev
arc received,

Cf course, after cach crisis you will find allegations in th.: press
that our inteclligence has failed and that we have been caught flat-Zooted in
situations such as in the Middle East, Poland, Hungary, and the _ike. Such
criticisms have to be left unanswered -~ not because they are jusiified bur
beczuse the information available to us cannot be advertised befo-e th.:
event, 3oractimes it cannot be mentioned even after the cvent witaou
risking disclosure of intelligence sources and methods which, under th:
law constituting the Central Intellisence J.gency, are not to be divulged
Those who bring this criticism arc generally not in a position to know wht
facts are in the government's posscssion, but they do not hesitate to niceasao

- 15 -
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the government of being taken by surprise.

C1f course, the fact-finding mechanisms are as fallible as -he humn
beings who do the collecting and the assessiny of information, In seve n
occasions woodrow Wilson discovered this, His misgions to wlex co we re
often hampered by the partisan interests of hig reporting officers; and b3
mission to Russia in 1917 was handicapped by the unfamiliarity of meoot of
the declegation with Russia's traditions and problems,

In our own day, even if one were to know all the hard facts. the
problem of determining how a given couniry will act is no casy tagk. 1«
is Particularly true in dictatorships, where action depends upon ths dec :isns
of a small group of men, taken in secret, with no control by responsible
legislation and with only 1 modicum of attention to the possible rerction of
public opinion. Even at times the actions of democracies are not casiivy
predictable,

Wilzon in the Contest for Men's Minds,

Une of the great tests we face in the contest with internatianal
cormnmunism is the battle for men's minds, In our scarch for effeeiive
instruments of political persuasion, we can perhaps take a lesson irom
Woodrow “/ilson. The First “orld War was won not only on the baitlesic i,
The victory was mightily aided by a convincing pregram of strugglc for th:

allegiance of men,
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Even before the military tide turncd in favor of the nllied powear
¥ilson succeeded in Creating almost on g world-wide basis the pictur: °
himself as a2 man who stood for a just settlemeni of the war issucs, Ty
as today President Eisenhower's great influence in the world is Faged -
the realization that our war time leader is a man who pPlaces peace ah-uvo
all other aims.

Wilson's feat wasg all the more remarkable because it was carvi-g
out before the days of radic and television, and before we had all the mecarn
means of mass ccmmunicaticn, He did have some advantages, hewever,
which we de not now have in our dealings with the Communist countric -

The press in Germany during iorld War I was relatively froe exXc-pt 'n tha
military field, Also, Wilson was addressing himself to 5 people whog-»
education and sophistication made them pParticularly Susceptible to hig
messages,

The VWilsonian pPhrase "peace without victory'", proclaimed nefore
we entered the war and not very warmly received by either of the warrine
grouws, was still well remembered in Germany whean, during the laiter 4n va
of the war, he enunciated his 14-Point program,

This statement of war airﬁs aided in undermining the German powo -
to resist becauge he persurded great segments of the German peopl. thrt o
end to the war would not mean their humiliation or annihilation, and that thare
was an honorable way to bring the hostilities to an end. Without scermins -
do so Wilson wag able to Carry out that most difficult and gencrally cangar -y g
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operation of appealing to the people over the heads of their own governraerts,
and of ziving thom statements of ideals, aims, and objectives which mads

the statements of their own leaders scem hollow and unrewarding, In eo
‘deing he was following exactly the opposite course from that adopted in 7crid
War II when the unfortunate unconditional surrender slognn contrituted so
rﬁiéhtily in aiding Hitler and the Nazis to wage war to the bitter enl.

When Prince Max of Baden, the German Chancellor, put ott verwv
tentative peace feelers in the autumn of 1918, allied leaders abroad, and
prominent figures in the United States, called upon Vilson to reject these
approaches unconditionally., But Vilson continued the correspondence -~ 1
slowly broupght the German people over to his side -- much to the const>wna-
tion of German military leaders. Ludendorff, in particular, saw that ke
was losing the war because the home front was failing at a time when ki
armies remained largely undefeated in the field,

In stressing the right of self determination, "7ilson also broke thc
will to regist of great areas of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, ani in th:
view of cur Minister to Switzerland at that time completed the demnralizztion
of that country, So appealing was .Jilson's idesa of a "peace of impartizl
justice' that the Chancellor cf Germany himsgelf eventually justifie | surr:rder
with the reasoning that: ", ,.if we comprchend that the significance of this
frightful war is above all a victory for the idea of Justice, and if wo dz r.ot

resist this idea, but submit with all good faith, then we shall find in it =
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cure for cur present wounds ani a reservoir cf future strenrth,”

In a sense, ¥/ilscn proved one of our first and most effective
psychological warrisrs. His success was attributable not only to the
inherent appeal of his ideals, but to his own deep and genuine belicf in the
importance of the intangibles in human affairs,

V7ilson and VVorld Crganization,

There may be a kind of justice in the fact that this centenn .2l
anniversary of V/ilson's birth falls at a moment when vitally impo.tant
roles are being assumed by the United Nations in the I[iddle Ezstern, the
Hungarian and other crises. The great dream of Wilson was of notions
united in a covenant of pecace, which would hold guarantees apaing: arinaed
aggression, In Vilson's view the deterrent was primarily, but nct exciu-
sively, in the moral forces of nations united for peace,

"Armed forcely is in the background in this program," he said,

"but it is in the background, ani if the moral force of the world will not
suffice, the physical force of the world shall." "But that is the last rec iyt
he added, '""because this is intended as a constitution of peace, not 2s 2
league of war,"

It is alsc well to remember that Jilson's idea of a Learue »f MNzti-ns
was not merely a passive organization to keep the peace in a nepaiive sonse,
"It is a League,'" he explained, '"which can be used for ¢oroperatisa in anv
international matter.' “7hen we look at the work being dsne by th: various
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humanitarian, cultural and eccnomic organs of the U, N, y W2 3e2 teain
acceptance of Wilson's injunction that more and more mon in all walke
life must be "drawn inte & e field of international ccnsultation,

It is, of course, too soosn t> be carried away by cptimism rbout t=:
potential of the United Naticng for realizing our geal of a world at poac
We can have hope, however, that its role in the current Middle Eastern
and Hungarian situationg - - likke its m:ral and material force in m ctino
the challenge of Korca -- will give it such staturc that no w-uli-be agara:oor
will dare t> rigk directly >pposing it.

It is, I feel, a vindication cf “Vilson's visisn that the United 5tat: .
is not only an active participant in the U, N, and the gite of ity permanent
headquarters, but that America has taken a position of leadership in
bringing together the moral force of a great majority of the U.N. mambe -
on all of these threc challenges to the rules 1ail down in the e¢harter

Certainly the w-rld ig ncw awakened to the realities of the present
era, arg in the days of the bow and arr>w had limited repercussisong,
and even after gun powder was discevered they 1id not quite succce? in
destroying sur civilizati-n, But today with nuclear weapons, long ronge
bombers and guided missiles, there is ns answer to ~ur survival unl.sg w-
have an effective instrument to guard the peace. Tha laws »f the jun 1e onn

no longer prevail,
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S-me historians have criticized Jilsom for beine to> inflexibl:

in his beliefs, to> quick t> act on slopans, too sure that he had a quaranzeed
position, There isg no doubt some justice in these criticisms. Basicaliv,
however, “/ilscn was right in his major belicfs -- and, indzed, taese have
been largely accepted as American peolicy: a deep concern for the frecdim
and independence of pe:ples everywhere; and, at the same time, commi:-
ment to> an international bady as the best hope for peace in troubl:d timzc,
From the depth of hisg gpiritual convicticns, /7ilson realized in his ~wn
day -- and reminds us in ours -- that national policy like life itsclf nzcic

a senge of dircction and high purposse,
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