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21 May 1976

Dear Mr. Pascoe,

I found your letter and the copies of your reports
on the Peking subway system oo my return from a '
European trip. Thank you very much for sending them
to me. They were most interesting and informative.

It was good to see you in Hong Kong and 1 hope
our paths will cross again. Mr. Bush ig fine and sends
his regards.

With every good wish,

Faithfully,

ls] Vemon A Walters

Vernon A. Walters
Lieutenant General, USA

Mr. B. Lyann Pascoe
Political Officer

United States Liaison Office
Peking

State Department review completed
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UNITED STATES LIAISON OFFICE

PEKING, PeorLE's REPUBLIC OF CHINA

April 12, 1976

Lt, Gen. Vernon A, Walters, USA ! (j\/
Deputy Director /y
Central Intelligence Agency :
Washington, D, C,

Dear General Walters:

Following our discussion at Consul General Cross' house
on the Peking subway system, it occurred to me that
perhaps our two reports on this subject had not reached
up to the higher levels of the Agency, They hardly add
up to a full list of specifications on the subway system,
but you may find them interesting nevertheless,

It was a great pPleasure to meet you and please say
hello to Mr, Bush,

Sincerely,

1
%«V /d/é

B./Liynn Pascoe
Political Officer

Enclosures:
1, A.5 (Peking 175)
2, A.2¢6 (Peking '76)
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TAGS: ELTN, CH
HONG KONG
. USLO Peking - ~ March 29, 1975
Visit to the Peking Subway

- Introduction

. USLO Chief Bush, accompanied by a large contingent
of staff and. dependents, vigited the Peking Subway on
March 6, 197%. fThe visit. lasted about an hour, including .
a short briefing and a ride from a station located at
the Peking Military History Museum to the Peking Railway
Station and back. The following facts and impressions
emerged,

Construction History and Current Operations

, According to Mr. Li, a responsible paerson of the
subway management cormittee, construction on the Peking
Subway began July 1, 1965, and traffic was inaugurated
on a portion of the route on October 1, 1969, The
subway was not much used until 1971-72, however, and
since then it has bheen in regular service, with 17
stations operating over a 24 kilometer, double-tracnked
stretch running from Peking's western suburb of
P'ingkuoyuan to the Peking Rallway Station. The route
comes into town along the western exténsion of Peking's
Fushingmenwal Avenue, and runs to the Peking Railway
Station, its present terminus (see map, enclosure 1).

The subway 18 open from 6 a.m. to 9 p.m., daily,
with as many as eleven trains operating'simultnnabusly'
at intervals of about 13 minutes on weekdays and 10
minutes on weekends. There are no expressans; trains
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. KPH, Like all other equipment used in the subway, Mr, Li
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gtop at every station and any local citizen can ride.
Traina vary in size, hut usually consiat of two, four or
six cars linked together. Cars are 19 meters long with
sixty seats and a maximum loading capacity of 80 peonle.
Thay are electrically propelled, with a top speed of 80

said, the cars ware built in China = in this case in *he
northeast city of Ch'angch'un. ' '

- Subway's Role in Mass Transit

. Li said 70-80,000 people ride the subway each day,
with traffic heaviest at rush hours. Other officials
emphasized, however, that tha subway i8 no# intended to
serve as a major mass transit artery at this time. They
gaid the system 8till has problems which need ironing
out (Li mentioned high heat and humidity during the Tuly-
August rainy season, lighting system breakdowns, and others),
and the trainz do not always run on time. For this reason,
low-coat monthly passea (such as are avajlable to bus riders)
are not sold for use on the subway. Subway riders rust
pay a fare of Yuan .10 (about US5.06) per trip, which makes
subway commuting an expensive proposition. For this reason,
officials said, the main source of traffic on the line does
not come from daily users but from suburban residents and
others who use the subway occasionally for trips into and
out of Peking, - v

Expansion Plang

Eventually, the subway will become a mags transit
system, complementing bus and bicycle transport, the
officials {ndicated. Construction is underway for an exton-
sion of the current line, 11 said, and for a circular line
as well. Although Mr. Li did not say so, it is evident
from construction observed around the eity that the circular
route will follow the path of the old city wall, while the
extension of the present route will be generally eastward fmom
the Peking Railway Station out along Chienkuomenwai Avenne
to the city's eastern suburba, It ia not clear whether the
two lines will he directly linked, but Judging by construc-
tion now underway they will, at a minumum, run parallel to
each other for a stretch running east-west along the formor
location of the southern city wall., (For a map of these
projected routes see enclonure 1.)

Li maid the ecircular liha will be completed by 1977 °
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~claimed, trains on the circular route will be fully auto-

. USLO Impresasions

: vieits, but {t too showed signs of reqular use,

L Overall, the 1imited system now in operation doas not °
. Beem well designed for high voluna operations, and this may
be a contributing factor to the apparent decision by Peking

S ' 4 ; Peking A~5
LIMITED OFFICIAY, USE _I"-Paqe_ 3

and the entire éyatem will bhe finished by 1978. 1e said
traffic on the present system 13 not computerized although

- there is a central control pPanel showing location of all s

trains at a given time. When the system is finished,
Li said, 1t will he computer/controlled. ' In addition, he

matic and will not have motormen,

The subwny was operating smoothly. during the UsLO
visit. Noise lovel was not excessive (though Li said
noise was a prabhlem), and rassenger comfort--at least in
the lichtly londed two~-car train we rode--was qood. The
cars were well finished and attractive, Since the subvay
tracks run through separate tuhes between stations, we do
not know {f we passed othep traina during our seven stop
ride., We did, however, get a close look at one train which
had stopped at the Railway Station. That train wag reason-
ably full and showed signs of frequent use, Our train was
much cleaner, Probably because it ia regserved for VIP

authorities not to promota subway travel as a major neang
of transportation. The stations we saw were small hy ns
standards, and it soems unlikely that large masses of
People eould he accommodatnd safely on the platforms.
Perhaps the facilities on the noty lines, particularly the
circular route, will be larqgar.

. It was interesting that the potential eivil defenas role
of the subway was never mentioned durimt e USLO vizit, and
it was impossible to tell if the subway tubes are in any
way connected to the numorous underground tunnels which have
been built as air raiq shelters around Peking. The subwav
tracks are located ahout 30 feet underground and would seem
to provide adequate sheltor in the evont of a conventionnl
attack,

nusy
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Enclosures Map of subway routa
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L Current Line Enclosure No. 1
. Projected circular route

Projected extension of current line

r.m

s,

l..s. .‘l'.)z‘:.,u.;

ARTISGHERWA

Y,

Yy

Moar -
W S ga——— ——, i

o

N

2003/10/22 : CIA-RDP80R01731R002200020005-5

3

T oyuan... R e 3 : ¥ D ]
- . - ERE M) S
- S

<

Approved For Release

iy K

EAST CIANGAN AV

ot
h

2

U’

hRalet R R A AR ARAL LT

-

mem [N e Hio (e e E
gku
|
|
\_

ng.
ailway S

Approved For Relé&& 2003/10/22 : CIA-RDP80R01731R002200020005-5

i




0020005-5
Approved For Release 2003/10/22 :_CIA-RDP80R0’1731IR.00220 0 oo

‘ N - .t cee L e R . -__.,4..- e e e - - . [
LIMITED OFRICIAL usy A2
, o o

Department of State i

HONG KONG l

USLO PHKING o o March 29, 1976

N/A I : | '

ELTN, CH ' '

Poking's Subway Systom Revisitgd I

75 ' S

Feking A-§ "y
AC A .
ICON On Saturday, March 14, 1976, g delegation.of USLO

employees and dependents madae & tour of p king's sSubway ,
CONS gystem, The visit, arranged at USLO'g request, camp |

4 little logg than a year nfter USLO'sg Previous touy !
.HRON (reported iy Peking A-5 of 1975).  ‘The USLo delngntimn, |
ror headed by Acting Chief Thayex, was hosted by M, Li, !

ICOgden g

Clallon

one ot seven Vice Chairmen’ of the Peking Subway Revo-
lutianary Comnittes, and the format of our visit

oxactly dupliented that of 1nst yoar's, During n hpger.

ing and subsequon t questiduing wiiie viding the subway,
Mreo 14 nrovided gomo informneinn that rovises or ro-
fines the datn reported In Peking'g A-51

“= Complotion of the clrculny lino described in A-~5 nhox
boen delayed from the originally projoctod target date
of 1977 ¢o "sometime in 1979, dmp@nding on what probilems
Wi ll be'mncountermd." Mre Li did not appear to have
nuch confidence that even this Projection will bo met,

“~ Tho finai subway notwork will total 200 kilomatorx,
and will be 3elf-ﬁuppnrtinn on fﬂres_that will bo no
higher than corresponding Peking bus fares, The present
subway fare of Yuan .10 (abouyt Ue8, § . 06), multiplied
by the 30-70,000 daily Passengers (rising to 100,000 on
Sundays), does not meet operating expenses, and the
Subway recoives a subsidy from te State to meet the
deficit, ‘'The Projected completion date for the

| LIMITED OFFICIAL usg ,
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entire system 1s oven less /than that for the circular route,
and figures for the ultimate capacity of the system, according
to Mr, Li, are "not available." That will depend on the :
"development of the country" and the nature of the instdllas
tions constructed, Lo C

*» Tho Peking Subway systen currently employs about 25000 wor-
keva, of whom one-thirvd are classified as "technical personnel .’
The design and construetion of the system, as well as. the train-
ing of the operating personnel, appears to have been entiroly
in-country, using reforence and rosearch matorials derived from
subway systems in othor major world cities. Mr, Li, for instance,
one of ‘the Vice Chairnan,of the 15~mwmber,Rovolutionnry Comnittee,

4

has never beon abroad, ! S | .

“= Tho subway tunnels nre 16-20 meters deeps Mr. Li confirmod
that the system is inteograted with Peking's overall air rnid
sholter system, but Jdid not go into details, :

»» About 200 trains o day run on the present lino. Peak hours
aYe 9:100-10100 aun. pnd 3:00-4:00 P.ma, and the principal users
#re those going from in-town officos to the "suburbs" on bugie
ness,  The load capacity of the cars is 60 sitting nnd 120 stand+
Ings  Hormal trains a:n made up of four cars, but can EOo up to
six EThis means about o maximum of about 1,000 people cun bo
maved per tralny, a svoll number when compared to New York City
subviays of ‘o dozon or moro passengersears) . The gnuge of the
sy track 1s the same . as that. for the railroad systom, My,
Li said that therv wo: no direct 1ink botween tho subway and the
Poldng rasdlyoad station for passenpers, but ono wonders if there
might be a track-to-track commaction, '
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