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s ICR c-cﬁ—4—57952 '
is (c) THIS REPORT IS BASED ON HY OFFICIAL VISIT TO CHILE DIRING
CHE PERIOD S4-3i MAR The THIS REPORT WILL BE LIMITED TO THE PERU-

T ——

1A ollUATION AND CHILEAN ATTITUDES PERTAINI“G THERETOs__

R

£ (W) AN onG I\IILILARY MEN, THE PERUVIAN THREAT SUPERCEDES ALL OF
cglLa' OTHER MAJOR PROBLENS, EVEN THOUGH THE COUNTRY 1S WAGI“b A
SteAT BATTLE FOR FCONOMIC AND POLITICAL SURVIVAL. ONE HUST UNDER-
o7 #1p THE CHILEAY MENTALITY TO APPRECIATE THIS ATTITULE. IRRESPEG -
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TIVE OF POLITICAL LEANINGS, Ecohomlc STATUS OR EDUCAT70§ LEVEL, THE
GHILTAN WITH THE EXCEPTION OF A MINORITY OF FANALLCAL LEFTISTS,

1S IMTENSELY PROUD OF HIS NATIOWALITYs PATRIOTISM IS INBRED IN THE
CHILEAN PERSONALITY AND TAKES PRECEDENCE OVER ALL OTHER VALUES.
WATRIGIDE WOULD BE LESS CONDHMNED IN CHILE THAN THE BETRAYAL OF THE
COUﬁTRY. ANY THREAT TO THE NATIONAL INTEGRITY TAKES PRECEDEQGE QVER
ALL OTHER PROBLENMS.

3o (¢) WITH THE REGCENT INFLUX OF ARMS INTO PERU FROM VARIOUS PARTS
OF THE WORLD, TO INCLUDE THE USSR, CFILF‘S TRADITIokaL FEARS THAT
PERU WOULL ATTEMPT THE REGONQUEST OF THE LOST PROUINCE OF TARAPACA
HAVE BEEN GREATLY INTENSIFIEDe CHILE'S CURREMT ECONOMIC AND POLITI-
CAL PROBLEMS MAKE THEIR MILITARY LEADFRS FEFL LESS CAPABLE OF ADE~-
QUATELY MEETING THIS THREAT. SOURCES OF ARMAMENTS WITH WHICH TO
MEET THIS THREAT ARE BEING DENIED TO CHILE, AS A RESULT OF A WORLL=-
W LE LEFTIST PRESS CAMPAIGN 'CONDEMNI&G THE REPRESSIVE ACTS OF THE
JUNT A GOVERNMENT AGAINST THEIR POLITICAL E&EMIES." THESE THOUGHTS
HAVE GIVEN RISE TO A FEELING OF DESPERATION AND FéUSTRATIoﬁ WITHIQ
THE MILITARYe A TYPICAL COMMENT 1S "HOW CAN WE ADEQUATELY DEFEQD
OUR COUNTRY IF WE CANNOT OBTAIN THEHEQUIPMEQT WITH WHICH TO MEET
THE THREAT"

b (S/NFD) QEVERTHELESS, THE CHILEAM MILITARY IS DOI&G EVERYTHI&G
PO SSIBLE WITH THEIR CURRENT LIMITED RESOURCES TO TAKE ADEQUATE

FR ¥ CAUTIONS FOR THE DEFENSE OF THE COWTRY. om 45 MARcH I WAS

rLowm TO THE NORTHERNMOST CITY OF ARICA WHERE I REMAINED FOR THREE
IAYSe THE PURPOSE OF THIS VISIT WAS TO GIVE ME A BETTER APPRECIA-
TION OF THE GHILEAN SITUATION. TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO ARICA WAS A

; SE!;B NOFORN
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g ALL TOWN WITH A POPULATION OF ABOUT 13,600 TO 12,400, 1& AN
EFFORT TO "CHILEAWIZE" THE AREA, A FREE ZONE WAS ESTABLISHED TO
ATTRACT SETTLERS AND ENDUSTRIES- THIS EFFORT WAS SUCCESSFUL, ANT
THE POPULATION IS NMOW APPROACHING $56,90@s ALTHOUGH THE FREE LONE
NO LOWGFR FXISTS, 1T IS STILL THE GENTER OF A LARGE IQDUSTRIAL coM =
PLEX WHICH PROVIDES EMPLOYMENT AND PRODUCES A WIDE VARIETY OF M ANU =
FACIUREu GOODS FOR THE ENTIRE COUNTRY. IN ADDITION, THROUGH IRRIGA-
IION AND ELECLRIFICAlION PROJECTS IN THE INTERIOR, THE AREA IS NOT
ONLY SELF SUFFICIENT IN AGRICULTURE PRODUGCTS, BUT ALSO SHIPS PRO-
DUCE TO OTHER PARTS OF THE COUNTRYe THE POSSIBILITY OF CHILE EVER
VOLUNTARILY TURNING OVER THIS HIGHLY DEVELOPED AREA IS QILL. THE
cHzLEAﬁs cURREﬁTLY HAVE ONE REINFORGED INFANTRY REGIMENT IN THIS
REAs THE GOMMAWDER OF THIS UﬁIT, COL 0 CBUIER MENA SALIﬁAs IS
IDEALLY SELECTED FOR THIS SENSITIVE PosxTIOQ. A WELL QUALIFIED
IﬁyAﬁTRY OFFICER, WHO WAS FORMERLY HEAD OF THE CHILEAN ARMY MILI-
TARY I;TFILIGFNCE SERVICE (Sil)e COL MENA STATED THAT HE MAINT AINS
LXCPLLLNT CONTACTS WITH BG ARTEMIO GARCIA VARGAS, COMMANDER OF
THE PhHUVIAN STH DIVISION WHICH IS SlATIONED IN TALcA, JUST ACROSS
THE. BORDER. COL MENA STATED THAT GEN GARCIA HAS EXPRESSED ANTI -
COMMUNIST ATTITUDES ON MAUY occAszoﬁs AND OPENLY CRITIZES Achoﬁs
OF PERUVIAN PRESIDENT GENERAL VELASCO ALVARADO. I HAVE NO DOUBT
1HAF COL MEMA BAS AN EXTENSIVE INTELLIGENCE OPERATION GOING on
lN SOUT HERN PERU, IN THE AREAS ADJAGENT TO THE BORDER. A VERY
LIBFRAL RORLER CONTROL POLICY EXISTS, AND SINCE THE FRONTIES IT~
SELF IS A SANDY WASTE FOR MANY MILES INTO THE INTERIOR, IﬁFILTRA-
TIOQ OF AGENTS POSES MO PROBLEMS
e tS/&FD) THE CHILEANS REALIZE THAT WITH THEIR 6TH DIVISIO& HEAD=-
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GWARTERS LOCATED APPROXIMATELY 450 MILES AWAY N IQUIQUE, THIS RE-
[NEORGED KEGIMENT LOCATED IN ARICA IS AT A DISTINCT TACTICAL DIS=
ADVANTAGE IN THE EVENT OF A PERUVIAN ATTACKe I DID HEAR ST ATEMENTS
0 THE EFFECT THAT THERE WERE PLANS TO MOVE THE 6TH DIVISION HEAD=
QUARTERS FROM IQUIQUE TO ARICA. EVEN WITH THE PROPOSED ORGAﬁIZATroﬁ
OF A CORPS HEADQUARTERS, USING THE ST DIVISION LOCATED IN ANTO -
FAGASTA AND TME &TH DIVISION IN ARICA, REINFORCED WITH UNITS FROM
DIV ISIONS IN THE SOUTH, THE CPILENJS FEEL THAT THEY WOULD BE HARD
PRESSED T0 BLUNT AN INITIAL PERUVIAN ATTACK WITHOUT PREPOSITIONED
AN!I-&ANK WEAPONS, MODERN ARMOUR LLUIPMENT, AND ARTILLERY IN
ADEQUATE QUANTITIES. THEY ARE CONFIDENT THAT IN A WAR OF LONG
DURATION THAT THE SUPERIOR QUALITY OF THE CHILEAN SOLDIER WOULD
PREVAIL, BUT THEIR COMMENT IS "WITH WHAT WE HAVE §«,0w, WE WOULD BE
HELPLESS IN A 5-DAY WAR TERMINATED BY A UN OR OAS CEASE=FIRE."
NOTE$ THE CHILEAN ARMY DIVISION MORE ADEQUATELY EQUATES IN SIZE

To A US ARMY REGIMENT, OR AT MOST A BRIGADEs

ce (1) CHILEANS CONSIDER THAT IN ITS DESIRE TO PUNISH THE PRESENT
tHILEAN GOVERNMENT FOR THE DEFEAT SUFFERED BY IQTERQATIO&AL COM =
muwlsu MHEN THE ALLENDE GOVERNMENT WAS OUERTHROUN THE SOVIET
(NMIOW AVD CUBA ARE CAPITALIZING ON THE PERUVIAM DESIRES TO REGAIN
TS LOST PROVINCE OF TARAPACA BY PROVIDING ARMS AND ADVISORS TO
THE PERUVIA& ARMED FORGES. IN THE ABSENGE OF SOURCES FOR MODERN
wLAPomq THE CHILEANS CLING TO ONE HOPEe THIS IS THAT THERE ARE
™NOUGH OFFICERS WITHIN THE PERUVIAN ARMED FORCES WHO ARE. AWARE OF THE
VANGER OF COMMUNIST PEMETRATION INTO THE FABRIC OF THEIR NATION -
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AL LIFE, THAT THESE OFFICERS WILL EITHER OVERTHROW PRESIDE&T VELASCO
ALV ARATO OR CHANGE HIS PRO- LFFTIST POLICIESe A COMSERVATIVE PERU-
VIAN COVERNMENI WOULD NOT CHAMGE THE TRADIONAL OBJECTIVE OF REGAIN‘
_:C THE PROVINCE OF TARAPAcA, HOWEVER, IT WOULD NOT BE INFLUENCEL

BY SOVIET/CUBAN POLICY OBJECTIVES OF REVENGE ViS=A-VIS CHILE.

T (S) THE EﬁTIRE DAY OF &6 MARCH WAS LEVOTED TO A 44¢ KILOMETER
QVERLAND TRIP FROM ARICA TO WITHI& £ KILOMETERS OF THE BOLIVIA&
BORUER (ELEVATION 4,86 METERS)e A STOP OVER WAS MADE Iﬁ THE DIS~
TRIGCT CAPITAL OF PUTREe THIS Is AN IﬁDIAﬁ VILLAGE WHICH SERVES

AS THE HEADQUARTERS FOR A REI&FORCED COMPANY FROM CcOL MENA'S REGI-
MEﬁT WHICH THE CHILEANS UTILIZE TO MAI&TAI& SURVEILLA&CE I& THE
30RDER AREAe BECAUSE OF THE ALTITUDE AND CLIMATIC CO&DITIO&S, THE
COMPAFIES ROTATE ON A MOMTHLY BASIS. ASSIG&ME&T TO THIS AREA IS
COWSIU!RFD A HARDSHIP TOURe THE RUGGED&ESS OF THE TERRAI& A&D SPARSE
ROAD NET WOULD MAKE THE POSSIBILITY OF A SUCCESSFUL BOLIVIAN INVA~
SION INTO THIS AREA, IW SUPPORT OF A PERUVIAN ATTACK, VERY UNLIKELY.
e (S/ﬁFD) IN SANTIAGO, CE&ERAL GUSTAVO ALVAREZ, AT THE TIME ACTI&G
CHIEF OF STAFF, RELATED THE"TRUE VERSION OF THE SOVIET ARMS DEAL
WITH PERU. ACCORDING TO uENERAL ALV AREZ, THE ALLENDE GOVTRPMEMT

MAD ALREADY COMTRAGTED TO ACCEPT A SHIPMENT OF SOVIET T=35 TANKS;
SHORTLY BEFORE THE 13 SEPTEMBER cOUP, PRESIDE&T ALLE&DE BECAME
EﬁRAGED WHEﬁ HE LEARNED THAT THE SOVIETS HAD SUBSEQUENTLY MADE
ARRANGEMEQTS TO SEND A SIMILAR SHIPMENT TO PERU. IM DISCUSSIO&S '
WITH THE USSR AMBASSADOR TO CHILE, PRESIDE&T ALLE&DE RECEIVED &O
SATISFACTION, HOWEVER FIDEL CASTRO PROMISED ALLENDE TO USE HIS

s%cm NOFORN
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INFLUENGE TO CANGEL THE PERUVIAN ORDERs (AN INDICATION OF CHILEAN
cowctRh REGARDING PERUVIAN INTENTIONS EVEN PRIOR TO THF COUP HAS
INDlCALED IN PARAGRAPH 6 OF MY PN 094, DATED 26 FEB 73.) PRESIDENT
ALLFNDE ARGUED THAT AS A SOCIALIST STATE, CHILE SHOULD NOT BE
STABBED IN THE BACK BY THE USSR (AV EXAMPLE OF CHILEAN NATIOMALISM
TAKING PRECEDENCE OVER IDEOLOGY)e AFTER THE COUP, THE SOVIET UNIOM
MATE BOTH SHIPMENTS AVAILABLE TO PERU. CHILEAN WMILITARY ESTIMATE
THAT BOTH SHIPMENTS AMOUNT TO ABOUT 200 T=55 TANKS. THE CHILEANS
10 THEIR BEST TO MONITOR SOVIET ARMS ENTERING PERU, BUT ADMITTED
THAT PLRUVIAN COUNTERINTELLIGENGE IN=COUNTRY IS HIGHLY EFFECTIVE.
THUS FAR, NO CHILEAN HAS CLAIMED TO HAVE SEEN THE SOVIET TANKS

IN PERU, ALTHOUGH THEIR INFORMATION REGARDING THE TANKS AND ADVISORS
(ORRESPOVDS CLOSELY WITH INFORMATION REPORTED BY USDAO, LINA.

S C(C/NFD) TO MEET THE PERUVIAN THREAT THE CHILEAN GOVERNMENT 1S
LE SPERATE TO OBTAIN MODERN WEAPONS, AS EVIDENCED BY TEAMS OF
CHILEAN OFFICERS CURRENTLY VISITING THE US, BRAZIL AND WESTERW
FUROPEAN COUNTRIES FOR THIS PURPOSE. OFFENSIVE WEAPONS ARE PRE~
FERRED, FOWEVER THE SITUATION IS SO CRITICAL THAT INITIALLY CHILE
WILL BE SATISFIED TO OBTAIN DEFENSIVE WEAPONS. THEY AGREE THAT
THIS IN ITSELF SHOULD CONVINGE SKEPTICAL FOREIGN CRITICS OF

THE NONAGGRESSIVE MOTIVES OF THE CHILEAN JUNTA GOVERNMENT.
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