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SUBJECT: SALE OF KOREAN MAVUFACTURﬁD M=16 RIFLES T0 MOROCCO
1. EMBASSY AND COMUSK HAVE CONSIDERED VARIOUS LOCAL
FACTORS INVOLVED IN ROKG'S REQUEST FOR PERMISSION To
S SELL 1509 KOREAN MANUFACTURED M-16 RIFLES Y0 MOROCCO
AND ON BALANCE BELIEVE THAT WE SHOULD NOT MAKE EXCEPTION
TO POLICY IN THIS CASE,
2y FROM STRICTLY MILITARY POINT OF VI:W GUANTITY _
OF RIFLES PROPQSED FUOR SALE APPROXIMATES THREE DAYS!
PRODUCTION AND [S INSIGNIFICANT, AS A PRACTICA[ MATTER
IT SHOULD B RECOGNIZED THAT THE LOSS IN PRODUCTION
COULD BE MADc UP EY USE OF A FEW QVEZRTIME HOURS,
ACCORDINGLY, WE HAVE NO OBJECTION ON MILITARY GROUNDS,
. IN FAVOR OF SALE ARE THE ECONOMIC AND MORE
IMPORTANT FOREIGN POLICY ADVANTAGES WHICH WOULD AGCRUE
TO ROKG., ROKS HAVE BEEN HARD PRESSED T0 FIND MEANS
T0 COUNTER SUCCESSFUL NORTH KOREAN DIPLOMAYIC OFFENSIVE
IN NORTH AFRICA WHICH HAS BEEN SUSSTANTIALLY ASSISTED
BY LARGE MILUITARY EQUIPMENT SALES, ASIDPE FRQOM TUNISIA,
MOROCCO IS ONLY CLOSE FRIEND ROKS HAVE IN THIS AREA AND
Mel6 SALE WOULD UNDGUITEDLY BE USEFUL IN STRENGTHENING
SOUTH KOREA-MOROCCC RELATIONS, ON THE OTHER HAND, KWE
BELIEVE REFUSAL TO ALLOW SALE WoULD NOT REPRESENT SETBACK
TC ROK RELATIONS WITH MORQOCCO AND ROK DIPLOMACY, RATHER
1T WOULD BE IN NATURE COF LOST OPPORTUNITY,
4, ASIDE FROM PCSSIBLE COMMERCIAL LOSS TO IS MANUFACTURER,
FRINCIPAL COUNTERBALANCING POINT IN OUR VIEW IS THAT
THIRD COUNYRY M=16 SALE AT THIS TIME PRIOR TO FULFILLMENT
ROKS OWN REAL NEEDS FOR Me16S WoULD TNTF FERE WITH
ESTASLISKHED FRICGRITIES AND SET BAD PRECEDENT, WE ®OULD
‘ S E C R ET

State Departmmtrceutenocmﬁwdooum/05 CIA- RDP80R01731R002400170033 6

i g A e

L e

TR 3



cABLE SEC DISSEM Ppproved FOr-Release-2004/04/05 " %lﬁ-ﬁﬁpsem:kmm% 66170033 QEPROUUCT.ON ov orEr .

. _ S E C R E T ISSING OFFICE IS F'F\'DH!BQT
PERSON/UNMIT NOTIFIED - 5
: STATE MESSAGE§~
:\_QXLANCE copeyY ISSUED/SLOTTED \Y AT 4 . -
T ACTION UNIT ' 1 4
! RF. FILE . VR 5 :
N s
: ] 3 6
—ACTYON # F
O -
hi 3346@21 Elacel . PAGE 02«02 NC 11¢95

TOR!121201% AUG 74

BE AILDNING ROKS T0 DIVERT EQUIPMENT MANUF AC TURED IN

U,S, FINANCED PLANT FRGM ITS IMPORTANT AND PRIME PURPOSE,
THIS WOULD SET PPECEDENT FOR ROKS TO0 MAKE M=16 (AND OTHER
EQUIPMENT SALES) ELSEWHERE BEFGRE THEY HAVE

FULFILLED ThEIn OWN NEEDS AND 0BJECTIVES OF MODERNIZATION
PROGRAM,

5, SINCE SALE NOT ESSENTIAL TO ACHIEVING ROXK DIPLOMATIC
0BJECTIVES IN MIDDLE EAST, AND SINCE IT DOES NOT ACCORD
WITH US INTEREST IN FULFILLING KOREAN MODERNIZATION
PROGRAM, EMBASSY/COMUSK ORPOSE EXCEPTION TO THIRD

COUNTRY SALES RESTRICTIONS IN THIS CASE., HABIB
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