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€.1.4,

28 Mgy 1945

CENTRAL INTILLIOLNCK GROUP

Nemorandum by the Direector of Central Intellicence

1. Pursuant to the provisiona of C.Il.G. Idirective lo. L, the
.‘{ni’erisatim Branah, C.P.5., sade & survey Lo datermine what soverage
of th# foreign language press in ithe United States 13 desirable for
intelligence purposes and how that coverage should be cbtained.

2. After consideration of the resulis of this sarvey and further
study by the Central Intelligence Oroup, the enclosed raport to the
Inhliigenco Advigory Board has bsen prepared and is submitted for
information.

3+ It is believed that no action by the National Intelligence
Aathority is required in this matter.

SIDREY %, sOUERS
Birector

QJ.G‘_. wdm
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CORPIDEREIAL
EXCLOSURK

DRAFY

NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE AUTHORITY e C

BEION i:iNGUAGE PRESS

1. Aside from limlted uss s s check on subversive activiiies, the
forelgn languaze press in the United States before the war was but little
axplaiaﬁ 23 & scurce of intelliyence information. During the war,
hm, aonglceratle use was mad® of this source in {ollowing the
sotivities of foreign gro.ps and individuals in this country, and in
addition 11 proved to be a useful source of intellizence information
on oountriss blagked out by enesy contrel. In accordance with C.1.G.
Directive ¥o. L & survey was mace to determine 1f coversge of the
toreign language press is desirable for intelligence [urpoaes, what
personnel are available for the work and which agensy or agencles should
be responsible for such & project. |

2_- From the evidence collected the Diresctor of Gentral Intelliglmc
goneludes: |

" a. That some organised effort to cover and analyse the oreign

Language press in the United States 1s desirable;

b. 7That since the Departuent of State alons manifested any cone
sidarable interest in such a projest, it should be developed by that

Departzent to the extent deternined by its needs and means;

¢+ That ecmpetent persomnel appesr to be available;

P ERCLOSURE
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d. That the Despartuent of State should invite the F.B.I., MID,
. ONI, and -2 to cooperate by the mutual exchange of information and
advice likely to render the zervice of general upefulness to all
intelligence apencies of the government.
Discussion upon which the foregeing conclusions are based iz — .
contained in Enclomure "A” (Appendix "A" heretc),

3, No astion by ¥.I.A. appears to be necessary in this mattar.
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CORFIDENTIAL e ENCLOBURE
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ATPEDDS TB"

: The term ®foreign language prass® as used in

ks ont refers to newsphpers, magasines and
mxmmsammafmmammmm
States, It is not to be confused with materisl printed

M&Mg language dut published abroad,

1. By memorandum of 20 Febrvary 1546 (1.), ¥r. Alfred Holormsck,
then Special sspiatagt to the Secretary of State in charge of Regearch
and Intelligeuco, suzgested that the Direstor of central Iatelligeuce
MWWmtmthﬂfmmmt coversge of the
!!am&gn language pross in the United mm is dm:*n.hla for intellle-
amm&mum;m‘pomﬁhwthnme m&mabmm.
This metter falls logically under the provisions ef paragraph baley
K.I.A, Directive Ho, 2, Accordingly, G.1.G. Directive Ho, b erdered
a wervey of the mabjeet,

2. The matter was discussed with rapresentatives of the State
Degertasat, ¥ID, ONI, A=2 and FEI, In addition the matter was dis-
cussad with ¥r, Harry T. Smith of the Xew York TIE™S and ¥r, Javch
landsu of the Oversess Hews Ageacy in New Tork City, both of whom
follow the foreign lmmguage press in the United States.

53.- Before the wir the foredgn language press wasz little axploited
a8 a seurce of foreign intelligence infermation, slthough scme use wea
%afit a8 & check on subversive activities of forelign groups in
this country. The F.2. 1. in the discharge of its mission velated to
interaal securiiy, coliscted information on foreign language nMwe-
W as to editorship, finsncisl backing, influencs, ste,

‘4. During the war the foreign language press becaae of considerable
mqtmt te sevaral zwmt agemcies, The F.B,I, intensified is
coverage of this sourar fawommmmfmwmmm

CONYIDINTIAL -he APEROIX THC
{1.) on f1le a C.1.0,

- Approved For Release 2003/05/05 : CIA-RDP80R01731R002600130002-2



Approved For Release 2003/05/05 : CIA-RDP80R017314R002600130002-2

¥ID, ONI AXD A-2 ammnumwwmmam
lsngusges for any information of value, This coverage was :undertzken

to avoid overlooking any seurce which might yield amy inforsation of
Satelligence value caneerning countries blacked cut due to ewawy cantrol.
The State Departuent during this period made littls use of information
glsaned frem foreign language aswspapars and mazasines,

S m«mmw‘uwmunmummatw
forsign language press wes the Foreign Nationslities Sranch, 035, This
soverage was performed in connsction with research inis origins, politieal
and sscnomic developments and paychologieal resctions of foreign groups
mmmmmmu mhﬁifumﬂsmmvwﬂﬁmm
aotivities of such growps. In addition to their own reading and snalysis
of foreign press material, the Foreign Nationslities Branch paid the
Dvarsear Bwwy Agency in New York $1,000 per moath Lo prepare pericdic
mmarmmmwwmmmsarﬁngm
foreign groups in this ecuntry,. Thiz smrvice provided ealy translation
of salected material with guidance by the Forsign Natienalities Bramch,

6, Orzanised coveruge of the foreign language pross in the Gaited
States, for governasnt sgemcles, coaned with desstivation of the l'mign
Eationalities Branch, 095, in the fall of 1945, Certain officers of the
Deparimmt of State read sone of the forelgn langusge publications pro-
duaed in the United States, but such reading is net part of an orgealsed
offieisl plan, The F,B.I, covers the foreign langusge pre:zs in the
United States to the extent regquired by its obligation to search eut
miw tendencies ameng foreign lanmguage proups in the Tnited States,.
mmm=uwmimtc covey the foraign langusze press
in:thv United States in order tu provide s news service to its private
subseribers, tut states that it does 30 at a considorsble financisd loss
and 1s proparing to sbandon this service.ltr, Harry T. Swith, of the

GMF ID:NT AL -5- i
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Eew York TIHTS, reads daily and weekly publications in some seven foreiga
lamguages, in acdition to his normal duties as & proof-reader, Lut this
is purely to fummish possible Lases for news steries in the TikiS, Ko
distritution of the products of these varicus sffurts ismade to govern~
Rt agwiacles,

7. The F,B.I, ia satisfiad with its present coverage as & check om
subversive sctivities, and ¥ID, ONI, and 4~2 are of the epinion that the
value of ihis source of intelligence informatiom does net warrant thelr
eceatributing persommel, funds or facilities to achieve cumprehensive
coverage,

8, Information of the fype citainable from the foreign langusge
pross in the United States is required primarily by the State Ospartment
a8 folloss:

8, Ey ressarch personnel as bao
studies;
be By geographic divisions for analysis of influsnce of foreign
yresgures on foreign language groups in the United States;

8+ By the Office of International Informatisn and Cultursl)

cground material for intelllzsnoe

Affairs a8 & mrans of measuring the affsctivenecs of 1ts forelgn

langusge propagands. ‘
The lepertent of State would walcome the rewsstablistment of & compree
hanpive coverage of the foreign language press ia the Uniied Flates,
but dosa not possess the funds required to suppord sech soversge,

$e A sl portion (apparently eight or ten persons) of the now
sostterad Foreign Ratiomalitiss Branch of OSE, is sti1l in Washington
and could, no doubt, be sngaged ty the departusnt if the reed and funds
$¢ support it sxist,
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