“ .. Approved For Release 2qb4/g;¢§ﬁ%RDP8qu‘1731;Roo‘2900§q9_@4.0m-..__ :
O T T e
' D ”,?_S/)—(o

DVaprn o L T

Major General C. P, Cabell - L
~ Director of Intelligence e
. Hsadquarters, Y. 5. Air Force - R
- Room 44928 Pentagon o
fashing‘bon \25, D. C. .

Pear Pearre: L

- : . Attached hereto is a report of the neetings -
- with ex~Jerman General Gotilod Ber-er, As 1 said
- before, we are sTill working on the case to see what
‘can be develoned both with Zeneral T“ergerts inforua-

W11 you please dsliver the cnclosed lotber
to 7sneral Spivey? S SR

© Simerely, - .

: %‘9 o~ ol «457 M
: - TPy ae ‘_1‘/;.'/‘,'«5" e T
‘R. H. Hillenkostter .
'~ Bear Admiral, USK .
. Director of Central Intelligence

(“tr to Gen Spivey &
. 2 cys report) -
" D:RHH: lec s
Distribution:: R
Orig & 1 cc—addressee
: 1 ce =~ DCIveyseset RPTEIE
25X1 1 cc--ADSO w/ rap cucel w0 .
: ‘ 1 ce—Central Records w/o cy-report -

Né'zilJapanese War Crimes Task Force review ‘com-pl»etedv _f o

~Approved For Release 200404 HiA RDP80R01731R002900380031-0 .




,31«1}»’ .

L e . ' Approyedir ReleaSé 200415 )

- <
-

- SURJECT: Interview with Ex-General Gottlob lerper. _
| 1. The Subject was interviewed in the Var Crisinal Prison No. 1 E
in Landsberg am Lech/Bavaria, Permission to interview the prisoner was
. obtalned from Colonel #slter R. w,m}}gm :Biroct{)réewho gave -~ .
- his complete cooperation in arranging for this interview. He turmeda - .
. over the custody of General “erger, within the linits of the Aduministra=- =~ - -
tive Bullding, and set aside s private conferance room for the interview. . A
- No time limit for the durstion of the interview was set, - T
, 2. Neilher a gusrd nor an interpreter was present at any vime during = - ..
the course of the interview with Derger, The ontire conversation wes in
Cerman because Derzer said he did not inow Englich or his knowledge of - B
(it was too fraguentasry, e was given the letter from Geusral Vanawan
ard General Spivey and iis contents wore translated for dn. e was
allowed Lo keep it., Terger was overjoyed ic lear ihabl iv wvas from I
General Spivey; he did not react to ihe rawe of Cemeral Yanaman. The
orizinai of Jergerts veply to Ceocral Venawan's and Jeneral Spiveyt's
letter i3 attached, ‘ -

T 3. Perger was told that ws wodd 1ike %o hear details about the -
- secret infornation which he was supnooed to have, Serger stated tint - _
he had received inforwmation from sources outside the priscn that a St
Hussian intelll ence netework operating oct of Derlin against the degtern
- : - Powers is run Ly two men known to Nerzer, These two men ars forner. P
25X | These
T csentuly operate Lhis network for ihe Zussians from the Qussian
Sector of lerlin.  Berger could mot pinpoint the place tut claiued the
- - headquarters was A zroup of remote houses somcwhere in the ceneral avea
of Welssensee or Fuerstemmslde. He said the over-all direction of this
network came from Moscow. A1l communication bDelmeen Koscow and ferlin ‘
is by short wave. This network has agents wideh gather intelligence -
information in Testern jermany through the following means: (a) bavingy
azents within the VYN and other Communist front organizations located in -
Hestern Cermany; (b) using wembers of the XD as agents in Westerm = -
- Jermanys (¢) usin: agents whose specially is to report on the miditary .-
OB of the Western Occupation forces; and (d) using Dimplaced Persons N
(particularly Balts) to spy on other Displaced Persoms. They are . g
~pressed into such work by threat of reprisals by the Russians in the
event that fussia (or the Communists) seize all of Sermery. Inm short, =
- - Berger said that intelligence information - gathered using the sbove . .
05X .. fewe methods and is sent to in Berlin who, in twn, =
. : treupmit it to Moscow via shorb wave. o o . o
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- - L. Berger stated that | me.
b5 1 inforsation on[ ___ |was sKoTGhy and smounts to no more tham that - .
>5X 1 ' was a German general in Torway durin; the last m,-%md_cmta‘ets“ I
1 Adwiral Canaris, and was later assimed to the Eastern Front, where: S
he was captured by the Russians, Forsmympriorto'them, o -
O5X1 [_]was an Atwehr agent in Brastl and Argentina and had agent contacts
o mmmdSpﬁn.'meaemw«e the war and eventus e
~ally sttained the rank of Obergruppenfushrer in the 55, Berger stated = 25X
: - that Himgler dismissed [ | from the 55 far lsoting silverware and silk R
25X1 . Clothing. Ha was sent o ihe Eastern iront and was captured by the oo

Russians, It is Bargerts thoory that [ | was captured first by the o ‘25X
Russisns and agreed to work for them, [ lsaw to it tlat his brother-

in-Yaw was frsed from a Pussian POW canp and[  |persuaded [ ] to .- 7 osX
work for the hussians, ‘ o . o _

, S 5. Perzer stated that be has not been in contact with[  land . . ,
25X1 [ Pince 1953, He claims that it is possible to contact them thraugh 8 S
woman (no description obtained) who froqgnents & har in the Panliow section
of Jerlin (name and loeation of har was aol civen). This woman s a - S
peraonal friend of the iwo sistars wio —arriad | 1 serger
S&s he knows this woman and ms informatlon that she has been a steady S
customer of the bar in Pankow Tor bim rast 8ix ponths, He said that he was
the only one who eoul-l contact her, Hul he g mot as: {hat he be takem 0
out of prison in order to wake tha contact. The inforence that this was
what he wanted wan, of course, perfectly clea®. Tt was not surgested '
that we wore interested in getiing hin out of nrison for this TWROsSe,
becaune it vesred obwious that the information he had was of no real | Lo
interest to us, In the course of the three-hour conversation with Derger, -
ho did not use a voesbulary which Andiested a rrofessionel knowledze of
the intellisence zane, Excent for the nromise io atiempt %o have his
letter delivered to Generals Yanaman and Spivey, nothin: was stated to
give Terger hopes that he misht be released from prison in return for
the information he had just glven, ' , L .

6. During the evening of 22 March, i, 4. P, Stone, Office of Special
Investization, who is attached to the Air Force Dase at Landsberg, stated -
that he had interrogated s ffascinating person" in the Landsberg Frison,

General Serger. The latter had offered o supply the Anaricans with =
intellicence inforsation but was turned down G8cause he wanted as his

price ivmediate release fron incarceration. kr. Stome could not be. de~ - :
briefud sbout detzils, mi enouch information was given in the course of .
the convarsation to demonstrate that we had not obtained an exelusive '
interview with Berger, It is a matter of conjectura whom slge Berer
»mhanammmdﬁthhissmw. S - S T

7. Herger is about 64 1" tall, dark brows hair, looks about 55 years
~ of ago, Yrom eyes, several pold tecth with one of his front lower teeth . -
- .- missing, and welghs about 200 18, Mo said he 214 not suller from any |
bodily disorders., Ne looked physically £1t and would at this date cut

-
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quite an imposing fimure if his prison carb wore replaced by a taffen 58
Ceneral's wniform, Although not obliged to iiston, 13 was pleasant a0, .
hoar some of his declamations and perorativns., “here 1s no point 4n -

goln; into details, but the Tollowing conelusions cen be safely dvawns

a) he is anti~Irench; (b) he is viclently anti-Communist; (c) he claims ..
no interest in polities but sald he jolned the KSUAP by a sort of deag- L
net recrultment inm 1931; and (@) he feels that his weatuent of partisans .
s only a defensive rearure when ho had to uncertake because they did - -
not comply with the rules of warfare. - After ahout threo hows, it was
simifled that the interview stionld end., It was them that Herger nade = - -

one direct request: namely, that a messagze ba conveyed Lo Jenersl Spivey.

He was 7iven paper and pen and requested Lo put the meswvage in witing @

and was inforzed that en attenpt would be made %o deliver it, although -
celivery could not be pusranteed, Attached 15 the original of tids o

letter with accoupanying translation. .. . L

Ca Colonel Graham stated that Yerger was not one of ":is bad actors®

- or "alincerers® snd his prison reoord, hoin: nogative, rust be precumed = . -

rool, He sald that his prisoners sat zoed and arple anounts of food supplied -

by the Bavarian Government, Graban has 4 retwehilitation ProsTam cons .

of seventeen different trades {wateh, radio, furniture, carpentry, ete.) =

which all prisoners excert thope exmpt oa account of age and ohysieal .

. disability wust rartic irate In to enalle them to adjust to their cormunity

- after their release, The irizorers can meet rclatives two hours S
-month. There is no limt on their reetings with comsel, . Thoir personal -

wall 16 lisited and censored. SHowever, there iz no Mot on the awount,

of mafl dealins with advinieteative mabters or lotters fron covnsel,

The exact limit on the packages the trisoners wwy receive is pot recalled

but it is gquite zenerous as to weisht anl coentity, The Tavaria- Joverne

rent suprlies 20 doctors to tave eave of The vearly 500 inmatis.  These

obssrvations are merely added to show that: (2} Terger is not confined .

{o & solitlary dungeon on hres? angd walor; ant (b) ke has sople sprortunity

to know what 15 soing on in the outside world. . . ' '

7 Perger can be convenlemtly re-interviewed sny tire vithis the
next 206 yoars in Landsberz iail, - » S S
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