T

Approved For Release 2003/06/13 : CIA-RDP80R01731ROO%OOZOOOG-E

D December 1252

Dear Miss Humpnrsys:

Teroral walter Pedell Smith, Diresior of Cantral Tntelligence,

hag asked me to reply to your letter of 1 lecember 1352 and to pive
you the Tollowing information:

L. Copy of the 'ational Securivy ict of 1947, which establisted TIa.

2. Central Tntelligence Aprency Act of 19.5, which pave the Agency
cartain besic administrative authorities.

Tm 2z January 1946 the Prasident issued a directive which estab-
iloned the Yational Intelligence Authority, vonsisting of the Secretaries
of Stale, .ar, end Navy, and the personal representative of tne Fresicent.
This directive also required the secretaries sbove named to desiynate
persons from their respeciive departments whoe collectively [ormed the
Central Intellisence Group undar the direction of the Tiracter of
central Intellirence., The Dirsctor of Central Intellijence was
responsible to the National Intelligence puliority.

The firsi Dirccter of Central Intelllpence appointed by thne
Fresident was Rear 'dmiral Sidney W. Souers whe set up the initial
organization and held the post from 22 Jamuacy 1946 until he was
succesaed by Lb. Oen, Hoyt S. Vandenbers or 10 June 13L6. oOn 1 May 1947,
lear sdmiral Roscor He Hillenkootter was snocinted Lo the sost, succend-
ing General Vandenberg,

o 26 July 157, the President approv«c the National Security ict,
which ereated the “ational Security Council, under which the Central
Int~llirence Arency was created. Tne Nsticonal Security Council and
the Central Intellivence Apancy renlsced the National Intelligence
ruthority and the Central Intelligeones “roup. but the position, "Director
of' Cantral Tntellirence," was retained, and /dmiral Hillenkoetlter held
that post until 7 October 1950, when he was succeeded by Coneral wWalter
Bedell Smith, who is tho sresent Director, ‘
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As you will rnallze, the nature of intelligence work resulis in
very little that may Lo made known about it publicly. Ulor that reason
we do not recommenté articles abeht 2% nor do we corment on those

icn from time vto time appear in lhe press or magazines.

Comarel Dwith hopes that bhls materisl snd information will be
hvlp ul % you in your writing for an American Covernment course &b
torthwestern University,

Sincerely,

Stenley Jo Groparn
Lsgistant to Lhe Director
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