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FEDERATION DEMOCRATIQUE INTNATIONALE DES FEMMES

WOMEN'S INTERNATIONAL Dé‘Mo‘cRATlc FEDERATION
FEDERACION DEMOCRATICA INTERNACIONAL DE MUJERES
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15th September, 1952
BERLIN WS
Unterden Linden 13
Téléphone: 521117

Adresse Télégraphique:
FEDEINTFEM « BERLIN

DEUTSCHE NOTENBANK 130
PRAGUE, BANQUE D'ETAT 6149

Dear Friends,

We are sending herewith a copy of a letter eent by the WIDF
to Mrs. Roosevelt, in response to her letter %o us in which she
challenges our position on the use of germ warfare in Korea by
the U,S. Government.

We feel that since the use of germ warfare is so grave a 5
charge, the facts so abundantly clear, the responsibility that rests
on the American people so great, and the guilt of the American
government so serious, that we take this opportunity to restate our
position, Mrs. Roosevelt's letter has received wide publicity in
the press and has been sent by her to all national and world orgar -
isations, -

We present this document to you with the fim comviction thab
if the truth were known to the American women, they would act to
put a stop to this cruel war. We give our reasons for this confidence,
We further feel that Mrs. Roosevelt in her support of the war policies
of the U.S5. Government, and her record as U.S. representative in the
United Nations does not entitle her 'to speak for the American women

on this question. .

The WIDF is sinccrely jnterested im the true voice of the
American women. We know the anguish of American mothers who are
jocing their sons in this useless war. We ask you to write us your
opinion. And above all we ask you (o utilise the informatjen
gontained in our letter to make known the facts and to do everyghing
posgible Yo put a stop to the war of- extermination being condughed
ogainst the Korean people, while at the same time Aaving your ews
gons from destruction.

Should you desire further information we will be happy to
furnish it to you. )

Most sincerely yours,
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Marie-Claude VAILLANT-COUTURIER -
General Secrebtary
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The text printed be sw is the reply addressed to Mmes. Roosevelt, Sampson
and Strauss by the W. .en’s International Democratic Federation on the question
of bacteriological we.iare. ‘

The W.L.D.F: ‘considers bacteriological warfare to be so serious an aitack
upon humanity “.hat it deems it nefcessary to outline its position once again before
the bar of w+.1d opinion. ‘ N '

e RNt
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' : - 5th September 1952
Mrs. ELEANOR ROOSEVELT ae

NEW YORK, N.Y.

_Dear-Mrs. Roosevelt, : . S s Lo

) W’ e have recelved the letter s1gned by Mrs Edlth Sampson, MISS Anna Lord Strauss
and yourself purportmg to answer, in the name of the * women in the Umted States '
our Open Letter 1o the American Women of May 1952. N ‘ :

n{s e Do dbier e LG w ViR

In this letter we stated that the use of germ warfare in Korea was bemg kept from
the people of the Umted States of Amenca and expressed our

-y, -

>>>>>>

mllllons in every corner of the world who have denounced thrs monstrous crlme

' ‘. and are demandmg an end to ‘the war m Korea .
- We, c1ted facts from mdrsputable sources, Wthh proved that germ warfare 1s bemg
carned out in Korea. . S T A R R Ty
Your letter repeats the demals by whlch the press. radlo and Govemment of ‘the
recently adm1tted when addressmg newspaper edrtors m Nevada, We are not glvmg
the truth about Korea, and we have not been ) ,' e N
The Government of the Umted States srmultaneously demes these facts and boasts
of‘ the svstematlc preparatlon and manufacture of germ weapons, whlle at the same trme,
captured Umted States fliers have admitted, in sworn statements that they have dropped
germ bombs in Korea and North China. As recently -as May 19th 1952 the magazme
NEWSWEEKstated — o PR
. The army doesn't intend to give up its research It is askmg an appro-
' prratlon of 17.197.000 dollars for expandmg ‘the brologrcal ‘warfaré research’at
Camp Detnck Maryland.” ! o : S
Aﬂt"thrs very moment, the people in Long Island (New York) are protestmg agalnst
the constructlon in their commumty of a germ warfare research laboratory costmg

mllhons of dollars to manufacture millions’ of death germs The Long Island re31dents

R

see in this germ factory a deadly menace to themselvés and their famlhes All 'the -
denials in- the nworld: will not‘shake their' conviction ‘that" ‘germ «warfare is-a :dreadful

’

realrty - ) N : P N N A AR TR b
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A constantly growing number of eminent American citizens are raising their voivcesl
against the shame which is being brought upon their country. The recent letter to Pre-
sident Truman by 40 prominent Americans, including Professor Theodor Roseberry,
a director of United States Armed Forces germ warfare research during World
War 1II, calls for ratification by the United States Government of the 1925 Geneva
Convention, which outlaws germ weapons and poisonous gases. It says: —

“As we recall the purposeful and planned destruction of the Korean coun-
tryside, the command to ‘kill anything that moves’, the million casualties among
Korean civilians, the vast sums of money being spent by the U.S. on bacterio-
. logical warfare research, and the boasting by military spokesmen of our progress
in this field, we can understand how the world can believe that those who
would use burning gasoline would not hesitate to employ death - dealing

bacteria.”

Certainly the American mothers who have been called upon to“raise an generation
of killers”, the Amencan people who are being taught contemptuouslv to refer to the
Korean as gooks . and who have seen from year to year that the lynchmg of Negroes
goes unpumshed in their own country. can understand that a Government whrch pursues
such a policy w111 not scruple to use germ weapons ‘in its genocrdal war agamst the

Korean ‘people.

T

In the Umted States of America and throughout the World rmlllons of voices are
rarsed demandlng that the Umted States Government ratrfy the Geneva Convention
of 1925. International orgamsatmns have Jo1ned in thrs demand such as the International
League of Red Cross Soc1et1es at its Toronto Conference thrs summer. The United States
Government 'Howeéver, remains; ‘together with Japan ‘the on]y ma]or power 10 refuse

to srgn thlS Conventlon brazenly statmg that ratrflcatron would be ‘ot of date” '

s i
Faced w1th the prec1se charges brought agalnst 1t the Umted States Government

evades these by presentmg unacceptable proposals In proposmg that the Internat1ona.l
Committee of the Red Cross investigate germ warfare charges 1t tnes, as even Walter
Lrpmann of the NEW YORK HERALD TRIBUNE has stated to p1ck its own ]udges

To [propose thls Commlttee, wh1ch is composed of 25 Swrss crtlzens —”and whrch 1s not

to prevent the settmg up of an 1mpart1al body quahfred to 1nvest1gate the facts ’

In our organisation there are millions of women who lost therr loved:ones in Hrtler s
concentration camps and thousands. who themselves will bear for the rest of their lives
the ineffaceable scars and memories of their own sufferings in these camps They will
never forget that it was Dr. Otto Lehner, one of the senior delegates.to the Internatronal
Red Cross Committee, and other members of the Commrttee who visited Hltler s concen-
tratron camps dunng World War II, and who dellberately concealed from the world the
barbanc atrocrtres commrtted there, at a tlme when mrlhons were undergomg torture '
and dymg in these very ‘camps.

AT N T HVIES G/ EATS YOI TROS R e
.INo more acceptable is the proposal to {‘entrust the,World Health Orgamsatlon with
the investigation. As a body of the Umted Nations Organisation — in whose .name
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savage and aggressive war is being conducted against the Korean people — it-has no
claim whatsoever to being the impartial body required ’

The Women's International Democratic Federation, consisting of 135 million women
in 65 countries, has from the first day of the Korean war condemned it as unjust and
shameful. We have consistently fought agalnst the countless atrocities committed against

the Korean people and have given the Korean people our full support.
|
The Womens Internatronal Democratrc Federatron 1ncludes in its nat10na1 organl-

satlons t.he Union of Korean Women ‘which umtes in the north and south of the country
over 2 mrlhon members. The sufferings and her01c deeds of the Korean women in defen-
dmg their violated homeland have become known to the whole world. For years the
natmnal orgamsatlons of the Womens Internatlonal Democrat1c Fedération' have been
able to follow, step by step, the efforts of the'Korean people to achieve the unification
of their country and to win the rlght to settle their own affairs, in the face of the American
occupation and the corrupt reglme of Syngman Rhee mamtalned by the Unitéd States

Governinent.* R TR LA IR

The Womens Internatlonal Democrat1c Federatlon 1n May, 1951 sent to Korea a
Womens Internatlonal Commlssmn of 1nvestlgat10n composed of women of wrdely dlf—
fering pohtlcal oplmons and orgamsatlons from 17 different countries. They pubhshed
the now-famous report, “WE ACCUSE", on the atrocities committed agamst the Korean
people by United States and Syngman Rhee troops Overwhelmed ‘with horror:and
1nd1gnat1on at what' they had seen, these womet, despite being accused of'treason,’ despite
imprisonment and persecutron, have brought the truth about Korea to the‘people of their
countries:. Noteworthy is the case of Lilly Waechter, the West German representative on
this Commissidt, who' upon returmng to West Germany was ‘imprisoned'by the Umted
States’ mlhtary atthorities. " A “‘fi KA PR R BEY:

o s
. . 3,

The Womens Internatlonal Democratlc ‘Federatlon demands and wrll contmue to
demand, until this ghastly war is over, the prohibition of all weapons of mass destructlon,
the w1thdrawal of all forelgn troops and the exchange of all prisoners-of-war. -The
13th Sessmn of the Executive Commrttee of the Women' s Interriatiorial Democratic Fedé:
ratron, whrch met in July 1952 addressed*a Message to the women of all counfries,
calling, upon them to re-double their efforts to stop this war, ‘which, by the vilest
methods, is systematically destroying a whole population, a whole civilisation. It calls
upon them to take part in the Peoples Congress for Peace which will take place in
Viehna this December in order w1th the utmost vigour to demonstrate their will “o
see vrolence and war replaced by the spmt “of negotlatlon and understandmg among the
peoples”. = ' . i

We know that in thlS we have the support of the peace- lovmg women of the world,
including the women of the United States of America. lee all ‘mothers, Amencan mothers
do not want their sons to die on foreign battlefields in aggresswe and shameful wars.

v

or to be brutalised by being made the instruments for revolting actlons w e

Wherever American women have leamt the truth about the character of the Korean
war, they have raised their voices and taken action.
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On . 25th June, the second anniversary of the aggression in Korea, 1.000 American

~ women demonstrated before the headquarters of the United Nations demanding “No
Third Year of War in Korea”. In the State of Washington, three mothers of solders in
the United States Army 1n1t1ated a movement to give the people of their state an oppor-
tunity to vote for peace. In Loulsvxlle Kentucky, 200 wives and mothers of men in the
623rd National Guardsmen'’s Field Artillery demanded that their menfolk be brought
back from Korea. In Little Rock Arkansas, the father of a pnsoner-of—war collected in
30 days one million srgnatures to a petltlon calling for an immediate exchange of all
prisoners-of-war. Many mothers in different parts of the country are refusing to accept
thelr sons posthumous medals. as a protest agamst those’ who sent’ them to their death.

When the women of. the Umted States learnt of the use of burnmg gasolme agalnst
defenceless women and chlldren when they learnt of the _savage massacre of unarmed :
prrsoners-of—war on KOJe Island by protestmg mdlgnantly they expressed therr wxll
for beace.

You yourselves have not Jomed Wlth them in raising your voices agamst this horror
— the systematrc extermination of Women and children by burning them a11ve Neither
the sorrow of the Amencan mother nor the martyrdom of the mother of Korea has aroused
from you the least protest to your Government which sacnflces thelr chlldren You did
ncthmg when your Government boastfully set out to rase by bombmg 78 Korean towns
the prtrful remnants of homes already reduced to ashes o P

- You cla1m that you denounce germ | warfare Yet in your capac1ty of Umted States

'\ representatrves An. the. Umted Nations, Organisation, you have taken no._steps whatever
to condemn it-or to press for ratification.of the Geneva Convention by your Government.
When your Governments spokesmen Tecently - repudlated as, “unrealistic and actually
harmful" the statement of principle made by the late Presrdent Roosevelt 1n 1943 that
the United States ‘of America would not use bactenologlcal warfare unless the enemy

T

used 1t f1rst you sa1d nothmg,

Your attltude demonstrates that you are tryrng to conceal the truth to h1de the
gu1lt ;of:the United States Government regarding the Korean war and is. reveahng you
to the women of the whole world as accessories to this. crlme agarnst humamty They
judge you not by your words but by your deeds.

T S

- T A Yours truly,
. . ' "Marie-Claude VAILLANT- COUTURIER |
oo B ' General Secretary Lo
Women s Internatronal Democratic Federatron B ' A' ‘ R
13, unter den Lmden ) _ "“. , ‘
Berlin W. 8. -~ "“i: I B - R
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General Walter Bedell Smith
Central Intelligence Agency
Washington, D.C.
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