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MEMORANDUM TO: GENERAL SMwsH

We can find no record of earlier communi-

cation referred to in the attached.

ILLEGIB

Attached letter has been ac knowledged.
T

QH , ﬁr s ‘ 2ly December 1951
(DATE)
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, DeccW®er 4, 1951

Gen, Walter B, Smith
Central Intelligence Agency
2430 L, b‘treeté NeWe

W asbin«gbon, D, Ce

Dear Generals

STAT . A
- 1 have ke en nggi.-gg to write for several momths to glve
you the rest of the story om Tl You will recall that
1 wrote earlier this year from Germany, 1 IBve simce givem up my position
with [ ]and have returmed to the States, You will also recall that
that I told you how steadfastly refused to give me an imterview
or t tell me what really hsppened at Rheims to give him such a deep
seated aduiration for you, He merely asked me to semnd you a messpge@afB
his geod will, which I aid, He said you would umdersteamds

In spite of his refusal to give me a storylghnd I
became very good friends, I wvisited im his home a number of es and
I think we had a lot in commom, I am still correspomding with him,
Before I left Gemany I went by to see him for a last visit and to tell
him goodbye, It was on this occasion that he fimally showed me a sheaf
of notes he had made of his experiences and impressions at Rheims and
t0ld me the whole s tory of what heppened, This imcluded, of course, the
bsis for his admiration for you, This was all, of course, with the

| unspoken understanding that I would mever publish the story without his

permissione

Altho it is somewhat like carrying coals to Newcastle to
repeat the story to you, I & so briefly here merely becamse what ‘
impressed him so greatly may not have te en the outstandimg problem dealt
vith at Rheims, It was simply that the Germen delegatiom requested a
48 hour delay in the effective date of the unconditiomal surremder to
enable them to move several hundred thousand troops away from -- amd out
of the hands off -~ the oncoming Russiams, They felt that this would
simply be saving the lives of thousands upom thousand of those mem,

He says that it seemed you were sympathetic to this propesal
and twok it up with Disenhower who flatly turmed it dowm, It seems there
must have been some considerable discussiom of this poimt, at least
in®mally, end that kisenhower's view prevailed, has not  gTAT
forgo tten this, Probably no Gemman would ever forget it if they kmew
about i empecially mow that postewar history has provem the Germams
were right, As you well kmow there is a vast diserpency beuveen the
number of Germans taken imto Russia amd those repatriated, £fnd, as is
as eqgually well kmowm, Russla has officially completed the repatri St?li;%\@i'.

The significemt point about this whole matter is i
attiwde twward it now, as the only living Gemman who kmeows ity Despite
the fact that he will probatly mever forgive Elisenhower he will mot
talke I doubt if he las twld this story to evem a2 half a & zenm of his
clesest friends, It is entirely pessible that I am the only persom he
ever twld it e VWhen I presged him for his reasons it revealed evem
more clearly the adnimble traits of character this remarkable young
German possesges, Perhaps you will disagree with me, "
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and of cur efforte to brimgs shout a greater degree .
between Buropean mations, imcluding Géma:: 7. gree of coopera tiom

~ Bisenhovier was mever to well liked im Germa ‘for obviou
;eaﬁns. When he was appoimted NATO commander ﬂze%émams ]rgggiged it
tho wxa[;me They would havga preferred someone like Lucius Clay, Slowly
hee%;é axm Sup t% IKe a bit. You kmow Eiserhower well enough to know that
A ay of winning eve Feople, even when they dom't especially - .
wan 'bl? c=im:» over, |, feels simply that if the Rheims story
i;‘,ree‘;:%u 11 tg known im Gemany the Gemans would mever forgive Ike, There
are. fmp {h 00 many Germen mothers and wives still looking towards the
zast o:tr; €ir soms and husbands, He feels it would seriously damage
- 8 tg ances of ever winning German cocperatiom, Evem if Eisenhower
: gre pass out ¢of the NATO picture the story would still carry loads
ol resentment I ck int® the hearts of Germans, he feels,

| |may be overemphasizing a thing like this -~ im his owﬁ
$mdﬁ ] \:you @'t knov for suwre, I ® believe it would carry considerable
Gle:!.g te lMaybe as much as he thinks, I spent atout five years im
begntgny myself and peak fluent Germame 1 probebly got to know them
rfght.r than most Americans who spent time there, He could very well be
" .
STAT ' :

"I havea't frgiven Eisenh@w'er " ]tolam " .
| . e T probally
?:gver \gﬂﬁ. But Germeny meeds GHis mhm’ter now ang I agree'ﬂ)at %isen%ywer
ia gm a h{ the legical men: to command the Atlamtic Defenmse army becamse
E&se:sz hgv(;er @.lgo rigg;cgdh‘;by the gt‘ne{ European Allies, Eurcpe meeds
. is me . an; i
hurt his repute e o or my pee‘plg.ﬁd Wil mever @ anythimg that will

Aside from all this | is a ; V .
good Eurcopean and a denocra
\‘Iv{le}a;;ag say dgmcrat 1 am not speaking in the dogmatic sense of the wcf;'d,
one of the few Gemmans I ever met who really umderstood what STA

demo , '
camecirzfy meant, lLots of them paid 1ip serviece after the Americans

I wuldnot wish to suggest anything which does not oomrp .

\ carr to
ifggg §ppnt,aneou§1y,'6eneral, but I certainly believe you will not be
visiungt g your time }f you look this young man up if you should happen to
vislt emany in the mear future, or any time, You have no idea how
ancé € would @ preciate a hand shake from you nowy years after Rheims

G & word of encouragement from a man whom he deeply aantres, !

STAT
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