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BUDAP K37 402
January 3, 1952
Sections 860, 861 and 862 of the Foreign Service Regulatious

HECOMMENDED PRESENTATION OF AWARDS T0 MEMBRES OF THE
UEPARTHENT 'S OFFICE OF AASTERN XUNCPEAN AFPAIRS AlD OF
IT5 LEGATION AT BULAPEST.

I have the honor atrongly to recommend the presentation of the
following to tha pesracns hereinafter named:

BEVA SN mm .
l. Walworth Barbour, D&xocser, K3
2. George Abbott, Chargd, Budapest;

b) Ihe Superior Service Award

l. L. Randolph Hi Deputy lirector, EX;

2« Joha C, cwboﬁ: ’atge« in Gharg‘, Balkan Affairs;
3. Robert H. HeKkissom, iungarisn desk officer;

&. William E. Balass, Asttachd, Budapest;

¢} Ihe Keritorious Service Award ,
27 Seymour M. Pinbr, Secod Secreiers, busbeest
2 . & ’ k 8L 5
e m K.'KQM' Code Clerk, M;\ut; gnd i
b Lleash X, Ra:m. 3ecretary to the Chief of Miassion,
Budapest.,

The above-naned were the shock troops at the front line in
the recent case of the four lost airsen, a case which reportars
of the UF, AP, 1IK3, the m,&mtm and and lLife described
to me as the biggest news sines Kkorsa. And, 1 urgs, prompt recog-
nition by the Homor iAwards Board of their dedicated perforaance
and accomplishment not would serve the pose and the policy
of Section BOl of the # £n Service Legulations, bt also would

rovide sffective means of obtaining favorable publicity for the
t at 2 time wvhen the case of the airmen and its implica~
tions are still fresh ia the memory of sn aroused imerican publie
and, mccordingly, at a time when presentation of awards to those
primarily concerned would be useful im the natiomal interest.
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Budapest

George Abbott, the Chargd at Budapest, merits the Distinguished
Servies iwerd. For by virtue of distinguished erostive sugsestions
te the Departmsut, snd umeguiveoecally firm represemsations to the
Government of the Pacple's Hepublic, he made a notably
outstanding comtri oa in the conduct of our forsign relations.

As reported to the Lepartment en December 28, 1551, Weatern
observers Lurs regard the outcome of the case as repressaiing the
worst dirlosatic dafeat the USSH has suffoersd Lo a loug time.
The sirzmen did not get the capital punishmeat thr:atened by
Vishinsky at the UN Ceneral Assembly, They wers mersly fined.
The USSR and the HPR found $t advisalbls to back down hurriedly.

The files decumenting tiae cass are classified to a degres
that precludes specific reference tc them in this despatch. Bu
I am hopeful that the Lepartment will authorise their declassifi-
ration and that ¥r. HeKisson will be snabled to annex to my
recommendations such documentation as may be remuired.

In the saim, the courase of the case followsd the sualysis
and she suzgestiocons aaie by Kr. Abbotbt, who, endowed with both
patural and cultivated zifts, brought to bear upoil the handliag
of a hig dangergus case percept of potentisliiies, selecsion
eof probabilitiea, sound recomsandations for actionm, aand a i-hour=
a-day dedication to his reasponsibilities, ‘

Hr, Abbott raported to and racelved instructions from tie
Honorable Jalworsh Barbeur, Director of the Cepartasnt’s OIfice
of -eatern Euro Affaira. And wnile the team, ths nembors of
which I named a » aade sugzestions as to the next play and,
when decided upon, frerusntly carried the bull, it s ir. Jarbour
who called the &i . 8o, in view of his brilliant, daring but
sound Quarterba and the happy outcome of the case-«l1 say
*happy™ in avprecistion of what might have happened--liyr, “arbour
like Abbott evidently merits the higheat award that is within the
competence of the Departzment to presant.

¥r. barbour was to my personal knowledge ably advised and
asaisted by Hessrs. Higgs, Campbull and Heliseen. I havs this
personal kmowledze because X was privileged to listen to some of
their deliberations before receiving orders to advance ny departurs
for oudapest from the expected to the immediate. And having such
knowledge 1 may sulmit, as I do, that their centribution, like
what of ifr. sslass at Budapest, merits the pressutation to them
of the Superior jervice award,

Hr. Balass, officer and gentleman extraordinaery, was throughout
the case and continuss to be & tower of stremgth. IExceptionally
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versatile, commanding the Hungarian language, deing familiar

th Huagarian cultwre and psyshology on one hend and with
Communist tactics on the other, he was ir. ADbett's right hend
throughout the case. He was invaluable in his dmowledge and
sounssl, his ability to a sppointaents under studledly
difriculs conditions, his sbilisy to urnnfn things so that
the fines could be at the most propit moment, and his
assistance Lo the ster and the Alr AL in intsrviewing
the atrmen upon their release and arrival in Austria.

Hr, 0'Sheel, M. Finger, kr. Neisan sad Niss Rudasn, uho
with Balazs: indo ihbott's commandos, unguestiomably in ay Judge
nent demonstrated outstandimg cevetion o Jduby wumier «dvarss
conditions. Thay were voluatarily om Zhh duty, adb
the office ocut-~of-hours Iaturdays, Jundays, aud all 2licajs
including Christsas Pay. ~'Hheel helped iAth the evaluntion
ef pudlic opinion amd tae frsning of periiBelt SUg. oS ilus Lo
the TOA. Finpger accospanisd ibbott te most of bis ncetinga with
officials of the ureign ullice, helpsi a9 ab fOLerpcrster and
recerder of newmcranda, and made nerceptive observations that
aided Abbott rreaily in resching his wise reccumanduiions.
Helean, alons, carried the Lremsndous bLurden of coding anc
degodiog an & L continuous stremm of classified HI.CT telegrans.
And #ias iaduzn, alone, carried what ordinerily would Le an
intelerable load {or one pearsem to carry, taking zhe iictasioa
and trancoriving £irst in draft axi vhen in final form: the
volunes of nemoranda, telegraus, despatches and motes uhich are
of record in this case and had to e dono--not Lomarrow, LUt DOV
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