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7" Jonusty 1958

Golonel Sherrell callsd at 3:00 PV and dictated the following nessege?

"From UINFE, Tokyo, signed Ridgewsy. Classified %STRTUTED, To DA Wesh DC
tor YeAuliffe., ' :

Eart I ‘he following information was recefyed this date from Hq FEAT ro-

garding feilure of Lt . treit to return on 1 January 1952 frem & combet wlssion
over Korea: — -

&, Lt Streit calleu to his leader that he had heen hit sud would bail
out. They were in the path of terget and lesder was approximately 2000 ft.
behind Lt. treit.

b. The leader was zbout 1500 £t behind Tt Streit when Streit's engine

quit. When he put his air craft into s glide, Lt Streit was sbout 800it.
above ground. Lt Streit released the canopy cid bailed out et sbout 500 ft.
Lecder saw parachute stream out but had not fully opened wher he lost sight
oi Lt ltreit. The ground was completely blanketed with sunow. The terrain
was killy and rugged. The aircraft crached against o hiil about.500 =t from
base of hill.

c. lo. 2 man went in first on the target so did not see "t treit bail

- out mor did he see Lt Streit's parachute after he pulled up ofi the target.

d. Yo. 1 and No. 2 men flew over the area at very low n:ncues for epprox-
imetely one hour when they were forced to leave because of low fuel.

e. In the meantime, ancther flight had arrived in the ares to essist
with the cearch but they never saw Tt .treit or his parachute. Anotuer air--
craft on this particular flight was demaged and the pilot bailieu out in the
sume arec. Hde too was lost from flight. ‘

'+ Tae heliocopter that was in the aresz was demaged und hed to/gg;tinue
the search.

g. Tocatior. (Kot mentioned iur security reasons).

s
." -
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h. The names of Lt Streits No. 1 end No. & men ares

No. 1, Leader - Capt V. E. Bocquin, AO 814639
f0. 2 - Davii K. Merrill, i8613A

Part II. "o other information is available upon which to base eveluation of
present status. Please inform Gen Streit that I will personslly follow up
and report on this case.

XD

Another messege in the form of a query has beeﬁ sent and sdditional information

wili rwrobably be received soon. -
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REMARKS: Please note the Director's comment at the
top of the page of the attached memo. The DCI
desires that as a matter of priority "our people"
be contacted and directed to furnish any in-
formation they may be able to develop concerning
Lt. Streit. 4/‘, :
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