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TO : Assl stant Director for Operations DATE: Hzy 6, 1947
FROM : Acting Chief, FBIB

SUBJECT: Interviev by Colonel L, XK. White, Acting Chief, FBIB, with Mr, Lloyd
Stratton, Assistant General Meneger, Associated Press, New York,
New York

Between 10:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m., May 2, 1947 Mr. Lloyd Stratton,
Assistant General Menager, Associated Press, and Colonel 1. %. “hite, Acting
Chief, FBIB, conferred in the executive offices of the Associated Press, 50
Rockefeller Plaza, New York City, to discuss the monitoring of Assoclated
Press dispatches, and their dissemination to government intellicence agencies
in the interest of national intelligence. The discussisn in brief follows:

The Associated Press furnishes three tyoes of news sarvice around the
world, First is that news of world wide interest vhich is brozdecest from London
and Sen Francisco. Associated Press correspondents file to Tiondon =nd the United
States only that information which they believe to be of world wide interest.
Secondly, there is = regionel service such as Eastern Burope, the Middle Bast,
Far Rest, the Middle West of the United States, etc. Only =2 vart of the inform:-tion
on which this service is based ever reaches the United States. Thirdly, there is
& local service besed on informstion of local interest. The greater vert of
this service is of no interest to enyone outside of the immediste sarea or particular
country. Very little of the information furnished by thie service ever reaches
the United States,

It is primarily the locel service and possibly the regional service to
a lesser extent thst FBRIB is interested in monitoring,

Mr. Stratton declined to discuss at any length granting the CIG

™ permission to monitor Associnted Press dispetches and the disseminection of
selected excerpts in the interest of national intelligence, on the grounds that
the Board of Directors of the Associsted Press had alrealy consicered such a
vroposal and thet he was not in a position to do anything erecept carry out the
wishes of the Board. It weag definitely my imvression that Mr. Stratton vould
not be inclined to grant such permission if he Aié& heve the antthority. He
explained that the Associsted Prese had built its reputation not only in the
United States but in foreign countries on the wrinciple of their right to furnish
news service not connected with, or colored by, the zdministration of any
government, ond thet thie vas 2z princirle vhich they could not tske sny chance,
however slight, on Jedpardizing, PFurthermore, he believed thit his alternste
proposal would serve our nstionsl intelligence far better than granting the
specific rermission which the ¢IG requested,

The alternative propoéed by the Associcted Press is for the CIG, or =~
representative of the State, ¥ar, or Navy Departments, to subscribe to the above

INEIRENTIL

Approved For Release 2




7 Approved For Releas A S 4
003400110022-3
Assistent Director for Qperestions —2p ey 6, 1947

mentioned local gervice in all the areces in which we #®'€ interested. proctically
averv bit of informztlion filed by 2 correspondent, ond none of it is filed

by radlo, 1g included in this service. Thet nart which 18 proadcast Y the
rssocicted Press ig only & portion of the gotal” service furnished tO local
subscribers. Mr. Stratton ctates thed this service jg available all over the
world to anyone who wants 10 subserive, and for more then a yeeY hes Deen
subseribed tO in meny areas by elther the War, Nevy or State Depertments. .
Hrimerily the lattel. Mr. Stratton further stated that he knev of many instences
in which & subseriber had furnished ynformation to the States long vefore it

was ever printed in sny newspaper.

ss a result of this conference the folloving conclusions were Grawni

1, That the segoclated Fress is not justifiec\ in denying the clIG
permission o monitor and disseninnte only & porblon of e service wnich it is
ne rfectly willing for the CIG %o cet &8 & sabscriver in the ssme nanner in
which it is fornished to 211 other sybscribers that can do whatever they
please with the material received.

o, That it jg useless 10 neke further attempts to obtein official
permission to intercedt Asssociated Press brosdcasts OT to disseminate selected
excernts to national intelligence agencles.

%z, Thet the alternate provosel of the associrted Press would for
meny oovious resgons ve jmpossible for the FBIB to implement.

thile beyond the scope of W mission the following recommendatione
sre made’ _ - -

1, That the plrector, cIG, meke every effort Lo insure thet either
the Ver De‘partment, Navy Department, gtate Deper tment, oTr the CIG subseribves
to the local sssociated Press service vhereveT ~veileble in 211 the sreas of
the world in which the clIg is jpm'ticularly interested.

5., Thet, if and when, the nirector, CIG, 1s sotlefled that this

gervice is belng subscribed to b the e:.ppropriate agencies in the aress of interest,
and is belng properly exploited, FRIB discontinue the monitoring of pssoclated.
Press vroadcastss
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