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Assistant Direoctor for Ope rations 14 November 1946

Chief, Interdepartmental Ooordinating mnd
Flanning “taff

Dlstribution of FBIS Deily Reports to the Press

Beferences % Enclosures
Letter to NCI dated Oct, 25, 1946 from Editor, “ashington Post
DF to DCI dated 31/10 from Asst, Mir. for Operations
Hemo dated 7 Nov., 1946 from Asst. Dir. ORGE to I APS
Memo dated & Nove, 1946 from Asst. Dir. 00D to ICAPT

1. Your I/F on subject with enclosures and the comuemts of ORE md
aCDh are retumed herewith,

2, It is the oonsidered opinion of TCAPS thatihe d iestridution of PBIS
Daily Reports to the Press dhould be made by the presa sections of the government
departments ocurrently reciplents of this sorv¥ice, with tho follewing stipulations:

g« Dietribution to the press will be limited to individually selected
items of primary interest to cach department, The melection of tho 1tems will be
the responsibility of each departoment, and should reflect the interests of that
department and of the Uniited States Government,

b, 'Carte blanche' agreements to deliver the entire contents of the
Daily Reports siould not be suthorized, '

L. Tach depertment should be cauticned azsinet sudden and nointed
euphasis on sny subjects which might drew ymdesirable stbention to United States
trends in poligy,

d. To mvoid oriticism on grounds of discrimination released items
should bo made availahe on & parity request basis %o all rcsponsibls prees
representatives, :

3, It is believed that by the above reccmmended procedurs the preps
may be serviced without the undssirable publicity foatures of direct CIG participation,
end wth security features sdequately safesuarded, ,
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' O]j‘ice Memorandum - vnirep STATES GOVERNMENT

- ‘/
TOo  ": Chief, ICAPS DATE: 6 November 1946
FROM : Assistant Director, OCD

SUBJECT: Distribution of FBIS Daily Reports to the Press

1. The Office of Collection and Diesemination has studied the recommendetions
of Director for Operations on the subject of FBIS reports to the press, and commente
as followss

a. Screened sgervice %o the presgs. If the service to the press is to be
resumed, it is believed that any screening of recipients cannot be effected, as
proposed in par. 4 of the atteched memorandum, without running the risk of opening
this orgenization to criticism on the grounds of preferentisl treatment. The service
must be open to all comers or to none at all. As an example, if the Daily Worker
&nd F.M. should find out that FBIS reports were made availsble, free of eharge, to
some 75 other newspapers and that -the Daily Worker and P.M. had been excluded from
the distribution, these two newspapers might well launch a violent campaign on the
subject of dlscriminatory treatment of the press which might focus the attention of
unfriendly interests upon this organization.

be §£ c e It 18 understood
through conversations with ORE that a number of universities who were former reciplents
are also interested in having service to them reestablished. They also will become
very resentful toward CIG as soon as they learn that a selected press is receiving it.
Again the service must be open to all comers or none at sll. ORE would probably like
to comment on thie part.

¢. Security. It is believed that the resumption of procedures whereby the
press was furnished coples of the Deily FBIS reports could still be objected to on
security grounds in view of the faet that furnishing such reports (which would have
to be downgraded to unclassified) could indicete to its reclplents ths coverage
capabilities of this orgenization with respect to monitoring of- foreign broadecasts.
Although this objection is not particularly serious, 1t nevertheless runs counter to
the policy of the Director of Central Intelligence that the orgenization and opsra-

* tional capabilities of the Central Intelligence Group must not be divulged except

when necessary in the conduct of officisl business with accredited agenciles or
individusls. :

2. OCD concurs in the substence of General Sibert's recommendation to broaden
the service of FBIS, subject to the proviso thet screening should be only for the
purpose of eliminating duplication.
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Agsistant Director for
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THE WASHINGTON POST
Washington 4, D.C.

Herbert Elliston,Edibr

October 25, 1946

General Hoyt S. Vandenberg, Director
Central Intelligence Group

New War Department Building
Weshington 25, D, C,

Dear Sir:

H,s the new set-up in the Central Intel=
ligence Group made eny difference in your policy
with regard to sending the Deily Report to the press?

If it hes, I should very much like to re
peat my request for these very useful reports, If
we can receive them, they should be addressed to:

Miss Susan Oulahan

Editorial Department

The Washington Post

Washington 4, D. C.

Thanking you in aaticipation,
Yours sincerely,

/s/
Hefbert Elliston
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7 November 1946

MEMORANDUM TO: Chief, ICAPS

SUBJECT : Distribution of FBIS Daily Reports to the
Press

1. ORE believes that it is advisable to modify the present
policy of suppression of FBIS reports to the end that legitimste
requests for these reports may be accommodated when received from
newspapers, press associstions, specisl press correspondents,
collegiate ingtitutions, and other organizations or individuals
of like nature in the United States. This is in general agreement
with the proposal from the Office of Operations, Section 4, and
the recommendations in Section 5.

2. ORE, however, concurs wlth the suggestion from the Office
of Collection and Dissemination thet zttempted screening of appli-
cants would be unwise snd would be difficult of justification and
prectical application.

%. ‘The Aspistant Director for Collection and Disseminstion
has volced a possible objection (accomparying memorandum, l-c,
Security) on security grounds, namely, that furnishing such reports
might indicste coverage cepabilities with reference to the capacity
of CIG for ménitoring foreign broadecasts. An objection along similar
lines might be thsat since transcriptions of broadcasts by FBIS are
along selected lines, a study thereof could conceivably indicate the
trends of CIG interests and investigetions. The Assistant Director
for Collection and Dissemination points out that objections of this
nature do not appear particularly serious, and in this opinion ORE
concurs.

4. The question also arises whether CIG, by its very nature,
should engege in publicity arrangements of any kind and whether
dissemination of FBIS materisl to public agencies should not better .
be effected through some such agency as the Informstion Division of “
the State Department.

5. In general, ORE believes that if FBIS remains under CIG con-
trol, CIG interests would be well served by the proposed concession

to such influential organs as The Washington Post end other important
agencles or individuals who might be serxed.
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21/10 aAnsbtae (Areator for Jperations
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SUBJSFCT: Distribution of ¥H7S Taily Moporte o The Sress

1. Turin: the wur the Tomegilc Trangh of tie T llca of war
Information had responkibility for the dlgtribution of rovernmant
materisl to newspapera, cormentators, press ssgoclations snd redlo
stations, Tnoluded in thig distribution was the taxt of forelun
proadeasts nonftored by the FRT3, Tmmediately fellowin: the cessatlon
of homtilitien, this functlion of I way discontinied and ¥DIE, when
1t was & part of the Federsl Communicatinne Commigslon, assumed
responsibility for dlstriiuting lts Telly Fecarts Lo the representa-
tives of the press that had proviously beer servicad by fhe MW7,

f. 3Zhortly after tle trensfor of "NIZ to the Intelllience IIvislon
of the *ar epartment, the letter ohan od the FU7S dlgtpibution polley
g0 that only officlsl ;ovsramsnt offlcss cnuld reealve the resorts.

This asctinn was taken on -rounds of (&) secnomy; (o) seourity safe-uardsg
and {e) to rorestall posslble com resf&imal critielsre of f{ree
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distribution of a covernment resorbd to private paitiss. “he press a8
A whele was very orltlosl of trls shan-e in pollcy since it had been
depsnding on the brosdeest Interceots of FBI5 as & /aluaile nowe source
from verlous parts of the world. 7The anly resson iven lop the change
in policy wes that 1t was necessary to eflect aconoiles snd ths guese
tion wss ralszad by the press as to whether the insl nilieant savings
would over-balaice the value of nliking availatls to the psople the
information broadasat to tho world hy Lhe Torsl;n radin,.

3. On 85 Ooteber 1948, The Was'.in. ton Pout wrote to you requesting
thet the poliecy deeision of tfe Jar lepartment Le raviewed by 7 0 and,
1f possivle, to add £b to the mailing liat for ih. o raily Hapdrise
After careful consideraiion of the proa and cons of thlis problem, . &m
in favor of makin: thoge re.orts avallabls to tie press upon requant.
Thess royoris srs verbatim texte of rorel.n nroadoasta intercenied by
FBRIZ and contein no eneiyals or eveluation of the rmatariale The
trangmlssions «re bDrowdeast in the open to anyons wigh ihe recelving
facilities to listen to them, 8o pase no real securlty problen in
making them available for piblic consumption, The addltional cost
of sdding the country's loadlng newspspoes Lo Lhe © AL matling list
ta negligible since 1t involves merely tho raliln; and extra mimen. raph
paper for approximately 100 coples. On Lhe poslitive side, . bellave
that the glebribution of thls msterial would be I line with the
governmentty censral pollcey of making svallable t5 the publle all
nonwolasslified Information thal It céin, Addling tae pross to the 1"3AT3
mailing 1iset, 7 we sure, would result in a very fuvorable reasction
towsrd €75 which wmay be axtremely valua le In the rear Tutures

4e If sutnoriged by you to regommence Lnis urvisd, FRlI8 would
mail to & sorsened list of lommer reciplents a notlae that servlice
will be renewed upon the rsaeslpt of formsl writien rsqueat Orom those
congerned., A ravisw of our records indieatos Lhat a maximum of 107
press and radlo orgaciszations roeplved this zoapvice durisn s the 4Wep.
%e satimais thabt about 75 wHuld properly secelve 1L nows Thls
eliminates Cormor dupllications and now Jlnaostive #ienciss.

bs ERegomne: 'ane 1 recommend hatl RIS Le aunkarised by oy
to proceed Dbl in .G i paracreaph 4. I avurove Bhla ean bhe

i“;'
underteken and continued through Lils lzeald yesr sitloul lneresse tn

budvet or porzonnsl wlthin the NS

Executive Reglstry
Central Hecords (2)

T I : ! ;
gg%ﬁ Return %o | | 25X1
Steayback T BOlar Tenechly a4
Asalstent Tireotor lor Operations
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