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PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTYAL
VIA LIAISON 17 March 1950

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover

Director

Federal Bureesu of Investigation
U. 8. Department of Justice
Weashington 25, D. C.

Dear Mr, Hoover:

Thank you very much for your letier of March 15,
1950, concerning certain articles appearinz in the press
about Emil Juliue Klaus Fuchs. I do appreciate very puch
having the informstion in your letter and I can assure you,
from personal cbservation, I know that one "can not believe
everything one sees in the papers."”

In this comnection, although I am certain it is
an unnecessary repetition, I should llke to ask again 1°
any more information is obtained from Puchs, either by inter-
rogation or by statement particularly concerning details of
the atomic enpergy program as well as counter-espionege
personsalities and procedures, it would be most helpful for
this Agency.

Thank you again for all your asslstance.
With best personhl wishes, believe me,
Sincerely,
SIGHED
R. H. Hillenkoetter

Rear Admiral, USN
Director of Central Intelligence
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
Washington 25, D.C.

March 15, 1950

PERSORAL AND CONFIDAINTIAL
VIA LIAISON

Rear Admiral Roscoe H. Hillenkoetter
Divector

Central Intelligence Agency
Administration Building

2430 E Street, Nortawest
Washington, D. C.

My dear Admiral:

It is believed thet you may be interested in the folloving
information concerning certein articles recently appearing in the
press and purporting to reveal that Emil Julius Klaus Fuchs becume
known a5 a Soviet espionage agent through a connection with the
Canadien espionage case occurring in 1945 and 1946,

The February 20, 1950, 1ssue of Time Megazine contained ar
article concerning the preliminery hearing of Fuchs in Londen, Inglanc,
captioned "Nash" which is the Russian word meaning "Bels ours."

This article commented that in the Canadisn cage it was found te bve i
practice of Soviet esplonage agents to make a brisk notation "Nash”

in Russian after the nemes of traitorocus scientists who furnished
information to the Soviet agents. After reporting the preliminar:
hearing of Fuchs the article ended with the statement that "Despite ni:
harmless look, despite repentance of a sort, Dr. XKlaus Fuchs still bar:
Communism's indelible brand -- Nash."

Subsequently, on March 2, 1950, the Washington Daily News
contained an article date lined that same day in London, England,
stating in part that it had been revealed that Fuchs was trapped
through a single word in a Russian agent's notebook "found in Canada
last year." It was stated that the notebook contained Fuchs' nmae
followed by the Russian vord "Nash.” It appears that on the same da;,
March 2, 1950, the Daily Express, London, England, carried an article
stating that & code name scrawled in a diery vas believed to have stap ed
detectives on the trail which led to the arrest of Fuchs. Tt was sted: 3
that when the authorities saw the code name penciled on one of the peges
of the diary "memory was jogged." The article claimed that the same - me
bhad been mentioned ian the case of Dr. Allan Nunn May, who presently is
serving e sentence for giving away atomic secrets in Canada. The Dail;
Express article did not contain the word "Nash.,"
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On March 10, 1950, the Washington Daily News cantained as
article entitled, "U. s. 3ot Tipped on Fuchs in 1946 But Nothing Ve
Done, Magszine Says.” This article set forth infarmation attribuie .
to The Ensign, a Canedian nevs weekly. The information in this artiele
was found to have also apeared in The Ensign of March 11 » 1950, uner
the caption "Warning on 3Spy Clearly Ignored." This latter article , date
lined at Ottawa, Canada, began with the statement that "positive pr..of
that the Canadien Royal Commission on espionage had ample reascn to
suspect that Dr. Klaus Puchs vas involved in the Russian EPY ing - an
that these suspicions were passed on to the United States and Eriti: »
suthorities in 1946 -- was disclosed to The Ensign last week.” The
article continues in part stating that until the previous weel. all ! iat
wes publicly known, apart fram Fuchs' trial confession, was thet his
name had appeared in a noteboak belonging to ane of the men &tcused in
the Canadian spy trials of 10946,

The Ensign srticle parenthetically referred to a Uaiied CPasg
cable from London Tegarding a Russimn agent's notebook "founi in Cap.da
last year,"” containing Fuchs' name and the vard "Nash," and characte -{ze
it as inaccurate. The article explained that this notebook balonged +c
Colonel Vasiliy M, Rogov, Soviet Zmbassy director of atomic espionag-:;
that it had been shown to Igor Gouzenko, Soviet Embassy cipher clerk who
broke the spy ring; and that i{ts contents had been reported to the R. yal
Coomission four years ago,

The Ensign article then stated that "last week The sl
learned that the Royal Commission knew in 1946 that Colonel Rogov
revealed Fuchs' apy role to Igor Couzenko. Both Puche and Dr. Allan jum
May were considered for asgigmment to Canada to collect and report a: mmic
secrets. Dr. May was selected » but Fuchs was held in reserve. ‘nen fucls
was sent to the United States in 19k3,"

For yowr information there is no basis in fact for the alle Aati-:
that Dr. Fuchs became known as a Soviet espionage agent throuszk conne 3 A P
with the Canadian case,

It 18 true that the Russian wora "Nash" did sppear in ceria'n o
the documents abstractei from the Soviet Embassy by Igor Couzencc at .he -«
of his defection on September 5, 1945. This notation appeared i conoect .
with Soviet agents who were menbers of the Soviet Military Intelligen:s
network then operating in Canada, The files of this Bureau reflect ®.chs
name wes not contained in the documents abstracted by Gouzenko.
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It has been learned that the yresident of the company whick Lig o
fi’ﬁecEnsign is Mr. R. W. Keyserlingk, a well-know: and reputably nmps.g:i;T e
anada v::ho had taken a leading part in editing Gouzenko's book, "Fig 1=
My Choice.” It also has bemn learned that Gouzenko has shown & "e:;nr’fevcv o

become an asuthority on matters beyond which he eould rightly speak, o
Accordingly, it has been speculated that Keyserlingk may have iintervi.wei

With assursnees of my highest regards,
Sincerely yours,
/8/ J. Edgar Hoover
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