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MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Directer, Intelligence
FROM: Assistant Director, Colleetion & Dissemination

SUBJECT: Progress report in compliance with NSC 50

1. Transmitted herewith is & draft which may -gerve as a
point of departure for the report which you requested in your
memorandum of & Decenber 1952,

2. T suggest that the section desling with 00D be cub~headed
"Central Reference Facilities for Intelligzenee Repearch", ag t-ig.
title has some neanins for persons who know nothing and card noth-
ing sbout the Office of Collection & Dissemim:tion as such. |

should be deleted, though I think it germane,

3. Probably the neel of trumvets in the first paragrenh

4. The short list ef significant developments could be con-
siderably expanded, but I thousht it well to restrict myself to
those developments which had resl imoort for the intelligence com—
mnity as & whole,

5. I shall be very sorry if this vear's report fails te
underscore, in unmistskable language, the fact that we camot
make further progrese — aad will not even be able to keep nace
with constently growing deusnds for service — unless gpace cai he
found for us to work in and unless adequate clericnl ﬁ%-—'%?en g&h can
be authorized by our budgetary end administrative top-rankers. '
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CENTRAL REFERFNCF. FACILITIES FOR INTSLLIGENCE RFESEARCH

The Agency's centrzl reference fecilitiss, administersd by e
Office of Collection & Dissenination, are opsrated for the ener{: of
all persons engaged in intelligence research in CIA and in tae Ta
agencies. It was reported in August, by an inter-depertmenitsl carnitse:
appointed to consider how the intelligence community might neke # e bast
possible use of available intelligence inforiation, that "Or a1l iae
intelligence services, only CIA has attempted to establish w commreher--
give central reference system: the exact nature of tne requireneni., the
most feasible jurisdictional neans, end the most suitable mechenic sl
devices". Significant develooments in 1952 vere the followine;

The CIA Library, in conjunction with the Library of Cobgress, maée
a frontel attack on the najor problem of orgenizing and indexing ®.e
Russian-language naterials which have corne into the Unit=d £tztes: in
recent years., Vith CIA support, the Library of Congress has comie ced
& revision of its Slavie Union Catalogue whien will ultinately previde
for the researcher en index by subject matter, and in the Trzlish’ lan-
guage, to all the Soviet publications received since 1917 by =11 t-e
30-0dd contributing U.S. libraries. In April, the Litrary aof Corg-ess
published its first issue of & similar monthly index - also arrang:d br
subject matter and giving both Russian and English-languege Hitleg - fo-
all materials currently being received.

The Biogravhic Register, which has the responsibility sssignec
to CIA by NSCID 8 of meintaining biographic dsota on foreizn pelentists
and technologists, published in May the first round-up of 17 avel]able

information on Soviet scienti 2 peonle. EOVIFT »TF o
SCIENCE conteins datu on some d is the only up-te-date

compendium of its sort available.

By agreement between CTA and the Department of State, arrengsgonte
were made for the latterts Biographic Information Division t9 recejve
from CIA sufficient finsncial suoport to enable it to meet =11 CTA e
quirements for biogrsphie data on foreign personalities in the political,
social, and cultural fields, The arrangenient was designed to enabl -
CIA's Biographic Register to concentrate its effort on foreign seieé tisi-
and technologists, and to provide biogrephic intelligence in 'suvpo¥: of
economic research,

A microfilm team, operating in Burope, pPhotographed wnd return ¢ o
Washington a great maess of deteiled information on foreign influstrisl
plants which had accumulated in the files of wvurious goveramed it agacien
overseas. These hasic data, though collected :t very grest eipensd, har!
not hitherto been available for purposes of economic intelligence -
search in the United States. Taey will now be accessible to rll mebmver:
of the intelligence commmunity through the facilities of the Ircustrd al
Register,

The major obstacles which lmpede continued progress i1 the evo%ntieh
of CIA's centrel reference freilities are (1) the inedequacy ¢f tael vorks
ing space availsble, end (2) the difficulty of obtaining the ¢ervice: of
personnel qualified for the work which must be done. : :
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