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Brief Sumary of War Departnent Participation in Peychologigal Warfars

d. In World War I, the Neyohologic Subsesiion of 3, I. 2, Military
Intelligenos Division, was charged with the collsotion »f information on
ansoy pmpa@uﬁ:i formation of plans for the maintenaos of Aaeriomn and
Allied morale, civilian and :dlitary, and for the destruction of mey
noralds It was responsidls for peysholozie estimates and dally peyoho-
dogie reports, from whioh were prepared studies »f Oerunp propaganda
operations and objestives, T4 was responsible alme for the plaming of
lsatlet warfare, inoluding disssdnstion by sirorefs or trench pstrols,

2 Interest in psychologisal warfare was allowsd to lapee in the
paried 1919-15ld, and no jwovision was tade in the organtsation of the
War Dopartamt for aray partisipation in psycholorzical werfore activities.

3« In Jume 194, the Special Studies Group was orgsntized by dives-
tion of the Bearetary of War under Brigadier Osnaral Sheraan xﬁg-, than
scting AC of 8, U~2, The growy was headsd Ly I&, Col, Peray G, Hlmols, V.4,
Its uission wad to provids a peyohological analysis of enomy nations,
neutrals, and our own people, to promote projects in dorwstis and
peyohology asourately tdased $o the objectives of war plans, and to aot as
Har Departoaont spokes-n on questions of paychology in opder to enordinate
the actdvitdes of othar govermment or individual groups eageged in agtive
propaganda work to the national military objective, In March 1942, just
prior to the recrganization of 0=2, the extruns cecrecy emomming the
aotivities of this group wns 1ifted to the echent of yemaning it the
Peycholezioal Werfare Bpanch, O-2.

Le “Also in Harch 1942, under dreative of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
(03 12 ), the Joint Psychologionl Warfare Comitbes was areated fop the
purpose of plaming payeholozisal warfare in cocbat theatarw and ;
g;n;mm am::i The mtm:s? initdate, farrallate, and dewelop plans
peyvahological warfare, to &8 gcordinating aceney, and to interrate
peyohologioal wertare with military strutesye o 0P

5« In Dececber 1942, X058 158 divided the responnibili

logisal Warfays and propagends as followw: 1S5 was respo
ning, development, coopdinalicm and sesution of the milditar~ pm

p eaalityce
rehologioal wrfare and for the capdlati-n of suoch Mﬂ.m a8 =ight
be wequired for silitary operations; Mwmﬁammbnm:ﬁ
by (Nl and econonla warfare Ly PEW, Theater cormanders were to gontrol
zaayemiﬁimm in thelr areas, axd the funations of (55 wwre re-
otricted to thoss in aupport of =ilitary sperations. The Paychslogioal
Warfare Dranch wos thevefore abolished (MIS Hemo 147, 31 Deo 19uL).

Ss In Maroh 1943, Colonel He D, Eelm of Opsrutions Division, WDOS
mwmmmwumlmwﬁ;wmmmmmhﬁdmf
NFI anxt OIAA on the other, Ms duties were: .
JCS and NSC review(s) completed.
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(a} To sit as resbhar of the Overssas Flannbiy: (Foup of the

(b} ‘rﬂuﬁnm ontast with all planing agencies of the
J08 and to fumish the WY with detalls »f XS plans, conaistent with
soourity, in order to inmure sorrelation betwesn -dlitery and propé~

ganda plarss

(2} To Wansdt renssts fyon the JO5 %o the OFT relative %o
Wﬁeﬁda sotivities deaired for the purpose of furthering nilitary
aparations.

(d) To present to the JUS all baais ard spegial propaganda
plmaﬂxidzmqumm;m

7« Sinocs this arrongssmt d4d n»t peove satiafaotory, in August
i943, the Daputy Chiasf of Staff diyested that the Opmretions Division
and G2, Jointly subolt recomendations on the questisn of & War Depart-
nh agenoy for peychologioal warfsre. In complianoe with this direotive
a report was rendered in whish the resowendaticg was ads that & W
Doportnent agenay be ostablishad, rxeferubly undey the AC of S, G-2, with
the function of effecting the requisite soordinaticn and control nf propoe
ganda, and that the chief »f this seatin be apprinted as JC8 liaison
officer with OWI ard CIAA, .

8. Ascordingly, by direstion of the Deputy Chief of Staff,
Propagands Branch was astablishad in the tilitary Intelligence ﬁlvmm

wider direct gontyol of the AC of 8, (=2, (MID Merorandun No. 76, 15 Nov
1943, (AR A),
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