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SENATE FOREIGE RELATIONS
CONNITTRE ON 238 APRIL 1958 27 April 1958
TIRET
I. As Iar back as 1956, we began to receive reports indicating spread

IX.

I1x.

ot

Tibstaa revolt against Chinese Communists through areas

inkabited by Khamda tribes im eastern Tibet.

A.

B.

Reports in late 1958 and early 1958 indicated rising temsion
among Tibetans especislly as result of news of comsunalization
in Communist China aroused apprehension.

By early March 1939, stage sst for serieus outbresak.

Fear that the Chinese were planaing to kidnap Dalai Lama appareantly
touched off the reovolt oo 10 March im Lhasa (population 80,000).

A.

B.

At
to
A,

B.

Thousands of Tibetan demonstrators then teok the Dalai Lama
into preotective custody im his summer palace just outsidse Lhasa.
Well-organimed supporters kaocked out a Chinese cutpost manned
by 90 seldiers, iaterrupted commmications with Peiping, and
pisstered walls of Lhasa with posters declaring "independeat
kingdom of Tibat.”
this early stage of the revelt, Chinese attampted to get Dalai
indece rebels to disband.

Political representative of Peiping in Tibet sent threes letters
to Balal and he sent three replies, desigaed to avoid armed

As late as 17 Narch, Dalai still hoped for pesceful solution,
but vhon shells fell near summer palace, he dacided to leave

for Iadis.
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replaced it with Commuaist-spensored Preparatory Committee for Tibet.
Chinese thus reversing policy which since 1951 bad beem that

A.

B.

c.

Chinese now mopping sp rebels cutside key strong points; totsl
Communist troop streagth is 61, 000.
Rebels in southeast Tibet have beex hard pressed by Communist

A.
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Dalsi Lams, motber, and younger brother smd two sisters
individually slipped ocut of pelace oz 17 Narch sad Joined
SHCAPS party.
Bﬁlﬁi Lame st this time requested saylum in Indis for himself
and party. Serious fighting begsn on 19 Narch ia Lhass and
contisued for seversl days. On 23nd rebels driven froa Lhassa,
whieh apparently new under firm Chinese ailitary coatrol.

1.

Dalai Lama, granted ssylum by Nebhru crogsed Tibet's scuthesst
frontier snd eatered India near Towang on same day.
Peiping diasolved the locsl Tibetan goverament on 28 March and

of working through loesl institutions and gradoally replacing
them with Communist arga;izatiean.

They will now probably push shead on hard course, “socializing"
all ismts of 1ife in Tibet. |
Chivese ssing their puppet--Panchen Lams--as temporary hesd of
Preparatory Committee, lesving door open on slim ghamce thst
Balsi Lema cen be persuaded to return.

forces using aircraft snd srtillery.

e e 1

Napy Tibetans were killed in the capital; young men rounded
up and sent sway presumably to be put in forced labor gangs.
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Large group of Khamba tribesmen and other Tibetsns are

reported to be camped mesr the Indisn border.

They are short ¢f food amd smmunition and under c¢oustant

Communist attack.

They hope to obtain permission to enter Indis.

8o fsr, more than 1,000 refugees bave fled to Indias and

Bhutsn sad Nehru has said more would be granted ssylusm.
1ai Lama's 18 April statemest at Texpur, Indias, attacking

Chinese Communists and stating he left Lhsss of own volition
refutes Communist claim be was adducted.

A.

B.

He appears determivned to establish a "free Tibetan" government

sad work for Tibetsn independence, snd has sxpressed willingness .

to seek 2sylum ocutside Iazdis 1f New Delhi objectas to such

2ctivities. |

Dalai Lams‘s desire to state such gosls publicly has slready

crested aome difficulty with New Delki.

1. Nehru advising Tibetans that genuine sutonomy ounly poasible
g98l, although he recognizea the likelihood of this is
sxtremely slim.

3. Nehru has #thted Dalai Lems is free to carry on spiritusl
activities but thst India caanot permit him to carry
out anti-Chisese Communist politicel activities.

Nehru's poligy reflects his comsviotion there is little Indis aan

do to aid Tibet.

A,

B.

Indis formslly recognized Tibet as part of Chins in 1981,
hoping Chinese Communist promises of automony would be kept.

Behru's initis]l statements on revolt were cautious, but became
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stronger as populsar resction iz Indis grew,.

25X1

Resction to Tibet revolt from meutralist Asis extremely critical
of Pelping.

A.

Press and populsr sentiment in all countries of 3outh snd
Southeast Asia has run abead of government remction.

Goveromeats of some neuiral countries--chiefly Indis and aa=:n-§

have encouraged press and populsr opposition while svoiding
formsl protests.

Peiping bitter over Nehru's sympathy for the Delsi Lams, but hes
so far avoided formsl actions which would force Nehru to respond

on » goverument-to-governsent basis.

A.

B.

Premior Chou En-lsi on 18 April ssid there was no resson why
Sino-Indian friemdship should be shaken by a2 “handful” of
rebdels.

Simce 23 April Veiping taking harder lime, sccusing "Indian
efficisls" of abetting "vicious attacks on Chima” by
releasing Palai lama's Texpur statement.

Chineses intend hard line as pressure on MNebhru to curtsil
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the Belsi Lans's sctivitiea and statemonts.
D. Nebru in turn hss criticized recent Chinese statements wmore
openly than previeusly. —
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