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19 June 1947.

- MEMORANDUM FCR THE RECORD

- Expenditures, I told him we were Somewhat concerned regard-
ing the feeling of certain members of the Committee and some

~ witnesses appearing before it that We were or might become
. an incipient Gestapo, or interested in domestic intelligence
. of any sort. T told him that we were considering addressing
-8 lotter to the Chairman, suggesting that & provision be in-

receptive to withholdi any statement of functions and general
authorities which we need until the broper time for our enabling
act.

L subsequently spoke with Mr, Clare Hoffman, Chairman of
the Committee, (in the absence of hig son, the General Counsel),
and Mr. Hoffman stated that he would be Pleased to receive any
amendment we cared to offer, introduce it, and give it every

STAT

consideration,

STAT

TALTER L. PrORZHEONR
Chief, Legislative liaison Division
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECCRD

The witness at this morning's hearings on H.R. 2319 was
Rear Admiral Fllis M. Zacharias, USN, Ret., who stated that
he would like to testify on the intelligence provisions of
- _the bill in executive session. It was agreed that this would
{'be arranged.

T During the questioning which followed Zacharias' prepared

statement, Rep. Walter Judd, (R., Minn.), remarked that he

... agreed with the Admiral on the subject of intelligence, that

- he believed that it deserved more study than almost anything
_else in the bill.

" Rep. Robert Rich, (R., Pa.), asked Zacharias his opinion
. of the Mundt bill authorizing the Volce of America program.
"I believe that we must maintain the physical machinery which
now exists," Zacharias replied, "because I am confident we will
- have to use it in the future. If that machinery is allowed
" to lapse, and if the provisions for that machinery are allowed
- to lapse, I am afraid there will be disintegration, and we
will have difficulty in getting it started again.

WThether or not it should be under the State Department is
another matter. Ly personal feeling is that it should not, be-
cause 1t is going to be a source of continual embarrassment to
the State Department. The Voice of America is -- we must call

-1t what it is -- propaganda. Unfortunately the word propaganda
has a poor connotation. But it is going to be vital to our
national security and the implermentation of our national policy.
It is something that cannot be discussed in the open too much
without losing its effect. For that reason, it comes under
the category of intelligence activities., It is my intention

1to recommend that the so-called Voice of America program be
placed under the Central Intelligence Group, for reasons which
I will explain in executive session. I do feel, however, that
‘ the present machinery must be maintained now."
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retired on l ! ovember 19216 I had completed over 38 5

\-s~

have served in or operated with all types of

I have cumna.nded destroyers s @ heavy cruiser and a battleship.

: I have completed the senior course at the Naval War College. Practicallv '

an o.f.' nv shore duty has been devoted to Intelllgence work, which occupied 2 7

,closing phases oi‘ the Paeifiewar of. plarming*directing

Aoy ‘!wi o

Havz.ng been invited by this Committee to express my' Opim.on of the propoeed

legislation, H.R. 2319, I welcome the opportunity not only becaxse of my concern -

over our future national security, a subject to vrhich I have devoted intensive
: } B and continuing study throughout my 38 years of public serv:.ce in the havy, but.

f also because of the apparent lack. of comprehension of the dangers which confront ne

us 1f this legislation is enacted. I say without reservation that this bill

presents a danger to us far greater than any possible enenv m the wcrld today,

therefore, it ehould be given the most. careful consideration regardless of the
B 'length oi‘ time required tc do so, We ‘have had concrete exa.mples in the jmmediate
""past of ths results of compromse and appeasement. - We can nl-afferd to let this

:'creep into considerations of national defense and security. L

My first concern about this proposed Merger, Unification, or Analoamhon,

is that we must ha.ve the right answer, This feeling has been strengthened by

recent centact mth the public in various parts of the country, (many af them yowr o
) constituents) in the discussions which have followed Iy lectures. In these

: : lectures I had avoided bringing up the subject but it was invaria.bly injected
by thoee who showed great concern over the present and future world situaticn.,
" It was only then that I would discuss it for them on thse basis of facts and with-

‘out any’ consxderations of personal desire.,’ I have come to feel that tk-
mot1vations behind some of the present prcposals are extraneous consideratmns




