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HISTORICAL, BACKGROIRID OF THE
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
O T . e

| I. The American Intell:lgence systeu had its beginning in the midst
of the Revolutionary Ver.
A;.; In the early days of the War, the Continental Armgy depended
on prisomrs, deserters and reﬁzgees. R ‘
" B. The need for better information led Washington to operste hl:

persoml semt servi.ce.

C. Frcm the ea.rly d.e.ys of the Republ,ic, the gath.ermg of infor«w
s By l LIRS W R ""4": GiE ek BE Y 8 4 ‘ P
mation by tmpuhlicized means was regardea as & 1egitimta fnncéion fnr
’ Do P et GEEN - TMTRRE :

which public fnnds could be spent
e v g

1."‘ 'me army and navy obtsined intelligmce i nPoreatios

1ncidenta1 ta t.heir other d.utiea, COCLRRE S ol wsedow e oroa

2. The diplowatic service utilized unvouchered funds.
II. Intelligence activitiea d.uring 'hhe Ci;:‘l‘l'ﬁ;rrme mrﬂ adwmced

I I R

than during ‘the Revolutian, but 1t was still not &n organized ‘servica.

’A.' President Lincoln, himself, hired a man to gather information

while in the South. (Tobien Case) ' wEhAT L mee
B i:ixtemgene; ;;s practical in nature.
T ‘Brig. Gen. Dodge was charged v CAth afrecting a secr;tv;s;fvicn
7 inthe ;i;s:t: st
'é. Dented funds by Quartermsster he coni’is;t;d and so0ld cotten
CI'GPG 'tD W for his agex:rhs. T LAY R R Sad pie, ke v
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K\'J}Insart as new section after "Central Intelligence Agency",
H line 10, page 45

ﬂ////f The two years between the end of wWorld ﬁar II when
the 0SS was dissolved and the creation of CIA in the fall
of 1947 had been a period of interdepartmental in-fighting
as to what to do with Intelligence. bFortunately many
experienced officers of the OSS remained on during this
period in the various Intelligence units which functioned
under the aegis of the State and War Departments in the
postwar period.

This was largely due to the foresight of General
Donovan. At an early date he had directed President
Roosevelt's attention to the importance of Preserving the
0SS assets and providing for the carrying on of certain
of the Intelligence functions which had devolved upon
ﬁhe 0SS during World War II. |

As early as October 1944 Donovan had discussed
this whole problem with the President and in response to
his request, had sent him a memorandum outlining his
ideas of what an. Intelligence sérvice should be equipped
to do in the postwar pPeriod. In this memorandum he

Stressed that while Intelligence operations during the
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Interestingly enough, CIA :Ls th&?scle Agencg

the President. Thus there was ﬂ.mly eltabiiuhed tl'm




Approved For Release 2003/04/23 : CIA-RDP90-00610 00109@@%{3/’9‘\,

. e American. intelligence system had 1ts begimning in the mids® of
the Revolutionary War. As the waxr progressed Genersl Washington had a -
growving neecl for certain and contimming information on the Bxitish. forces
and their intemtions. In the early days of the War, the Continentsl Army
depended on prisoners, deserters and refugees. The need fox better o
inPormation led Washington to devise his own secret service, whieh apersted..
mostly unier He personal guidance. Ho formal organization emerged, but ESE
an awareness developed of the need for information sbout the enemy which

could only be‘cbtained through clandestine memnse = .r i .. . .iows o B e

- v Ppom-the early days.of the republie; the gathering of information hvy
unpublicized means by the War and Navy Departments ves regerded 63 s -
leglitimate functiom for wvhieh public funds could be spent.t The intelligence
function, however, was considered only as incidential to other duties. iveD
in the Civil War, intelligence wvas more of & personal mission witb the
Commenders then an organized service. President Lincolnr himself dipectly
hired & man. to gather information vhile in the South - a men by the pase:
of Loyd;, wvhose administrator, afier the var, tried to colleet the salary - .
for which Loyd hsd contracted. - The case gventually went up to the Suprewe
Court which held that the Government was not obligated tC pay becsuse iiya
was employed in a secret service apd s contract fox such exploymert Couio
not be divulped even in court because of the dsnger of embsryassment er«

. R T R L I R IR N R e

Intelligence activities during the Civll Wer were more advanced than

they were during Washington’s time but intelligence was stlll wnoygeniven -
in the senmse of being directed by policy esanating from headgusrters. Anwher,
intellizence during the Civil Wer was practical  in nature snd directed ov

the needs of an army. The exploits of Brig. Cen. G.M. Dodge ref_ ected 2 8e
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