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23 January 1964

MEMORANDU M FOR: Acting Director of Central Intelligence

SUBJECT: Proposals for Joint Comumittes on
Intelligence

i. 'l’hia memorancum suggests action by the Divector of
- Central Intelligence. Suggested action is contlained in paragroph O

2. The Administration's position on proposals for lagio-
lation to establish Joint Comumittees on Foreiga Intelligence was
established in February 1956. In answer to a request dated

-7 Getober 1955 from the Executive Secretary of the Mational
Security Council, the then Director, Mr. Dulles, submitted an ‘
analysis and recommendations on the subjoct, dated & January
1956 and sttached 35 Tab A. The recormmendations were that the
Administration take the follewing positions regarding legislation:

v
t

a. That such a Corumittee would provide an
unnecessary supplement to the review now being con- |
ducted by existing comunittecs of tho Congress; ‘

b. That the present machanisma of existing
committees azre adeqguate to ¢carry on any further
revigw which the Congress and the Executive mway
determiae to be desirable in comnection with ioreign |

intelligence activities; '
- c. That such a Conxmittee would ereate
definite jurisdictional problems, due to the large
and diverse number of Government agencies with
reaponsibilities in the intelligence field, all of
whom are acw respousible to existing Congressional
committecs; and =
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d. That the crestion of such a Commitiee
could raise subsiantial securily problems and hamper
cy - the conduct of foveign relatlons by the Lxecutive.

i
Lo ,
1 . 1

Ia Memorandum Action 1512, dated 1 February 1956, the National
Security Council (&) noted this report, {b) concurzed in the yecome
mendatione as providing a besis for Executive Branch policies on the
Jeint Committee quesiion, and {¢) circulated the paper (o inteveosic
departments and agencies, including the Bureau of the Ludget.

- This is still the establiched Administration position on the Jolnt
Commiitee quosticn. i

3. In 1958 we prepared a further analysis of the problem

| (e cceranduwm of 27 Cotober 1958, Tab B)e In that memorandun: we
concluded that whilo the sateblishment of a Joint Comralttes would

-1n@t be disastrous for the Agency, on balance a Joint Committee would
be undesirable {(paragraph 1}, We recommended, howover, thal the
Ageoucy should not take direct action to forestall @ Joint Committea

. but as in the past rospond to queries as to CIA's position that the
matier 18 one for the Congress tu decide {paragraph 12), We
further recommended that this 27 Uctober siudy be placed Lefore
the Presideat’s Board of Consultants oa Foreign Intelligence {or

 their coraments. This memorandmx and its recommendations wers

. approved by the then DCI oa 17 Novewber 1958,

‘ 4, Fundamentally, nothing has changed since these bwo
1| stadies were made. Cur owa Sybeommittees have beoa beiter
i | formalized, their jurisdiction has beon more clearly recognized,
. |aud we have made ¢onsiderable cfforts to have more frequent aad
cowplete hearings. Cur efforts in this rogard have Leen paviially
- [suceessful, and it is not for lack of eifort on our part that they have
Inot succoeded further. The Subcomumiitoes have been too busy to
give us the attention we oursclves desire. Aw to whethor o Joint
. Committes would comg ta our defense in face of public attack moevo
- peadily than our present Subcommitices do 1s debatable. At the time
U of Mr. WeCone's cmnﬁrmatwn v'e got strong support fTom many
~ individual Senators against altacks on the Agency. In the Housce we
. got similar strong suppost kmn. ye«ar at the time our Early Retives
ment Dill was debated. Thore has been, however, a noticeable
6\ slience in the recont furry of ceiticloma of the Agency and its
sm&zvxties.

\ - 5. Atthe prezent tline we know that the Leadership and
| our Subcemmittee Chairmen are uﬁa&ﬁammy opposed to a Juint
 Committee on Intelligence. To indicate to Senator Russell and
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Mr, Vioson that we would hopo fow belter protection {rom a Joint
 Comrailtee would, I beliove, be bitterly resented as a e acicx:mx of
| Zae \va,f they handle their vesponsibilitics.

6. It appesrs to me that the noxt otep to be faken is for
Mir, MeCone to requost Senator Russall, or someone designated
by hira, such as Senator ISteanls or Senator Jackson, to wmake a
major speech oa the fundamentals lnvolved and to have this followsd
by a Presidestial commoentazy supporting the Jenator's poaition.
Meanwhile, Senator Lodd is preparing a gpeeth in our defease
which he will gubmit (o us in deafl in {he near future. Then, the
next step would be to continue sur efivris to incredsse the freqguency
of hoarings befors our Subcommiticos and to fnprove the porsonal
ranport between senlor Agency ofiicials and mamoew of ous
ahbcanmute es.
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