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cmwau INTELLIGENCE GROUP

PROV’ISION POR COVERAGE .OF THE FOREIGN LANGUAGE PRESS
IN THE UNITED STATES :

Memorandum by the Director 62 Centrel Intelligence

1. In gccordance with C,I,G, Direotive No. & the Central
Planning Staff oconducted a survey to determine 1r coverage of
the fopeign language press in ‘the United State; is desirable
for intelligence purposes, what personnel are avgilable for the
work, and which agency or agenqiés'shoulq be responsible for such

a.-project,

2. As & result of th;s survey the Director of Central Intel-
iigence concludes that:

a. The Department of State has a primary need for & com-
prehensive coverage of the foreign language press in the
United States

b. The Department of State should develop this source to
the extent determined by 1its needs and capabilities '

¢. Competent personnel appear to be available, i

4. This. collection effort and the distribution of its

>resu1ts should be coordinated by the Director of Central
v;}i‘ . Intelligence to. ensure that it serves the interests of all

agencies subject to N.I.A;ﬁcpordinat;on.

3. No action.hy N.I.A, appears to be necessary.

‘4, It is recommended thét'the‘Ihtélligence’Advisoiy'Board

concur in the draft'C.I.G.'Dirécpive (Enclosure "A") for issue.

F)

A ——p——————

cIG 11 : R,




ENCLOSURE "a"

DRAFT

PROPOSED C.}.G, DIRECTIVE

PROVISION FOR COVERAGE OFiTHE'FOREIGN LANGUAGE PRESS
' IN THE UNiTED STATES

Memorandum by the Director of Central I ntelligence
" with the Unanimous Concurrence of the
Intelligence Advisory Board -

Pursuen@ to‘paragreph.s.a. of:the President's letter of
22 Janusry 1946, which gives the Director of Central Intelligence
authority to make fnll‘use of'the staffs and facilifies of the
1ntelligence agencies of the Departments subject to N.I.A.
. yooordination, the following policies and procedures, relating
" to the coverage of ‘the foreign language press in the United

States, are ennounoed°

"1, The‘Speciel'Assistanc to the Secretary of State for
‘Reseercn end Intelligence, to the extent of his capabillities,
will develop the coverage of the foreign language press in
the United States 1n order to meet his own and other- depart-
mental,needs.for foreign 1nte111gence informstion from this
source.. A o

‘2. The intelligence information collection effort’ involved

in the performance of - the' mission assigned in paragraph 1,
above, and the discribution of the information collected
will be coordinated by the Director of Central Intelligence
to ensure that it serves the interests of the intelligence

agencies 'subject to N,I,A, coordinetion,
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' ENCLOSURE "B"

 DISCUSSION

Nofe- The term- "roreign lenguage press" as.used in this
discussion refers to newspapers, magazines and pamphlets
published in a foreign langusge in the United States, It
18 not t0 be confused with material printed in & foreign
language but published abroad.;

1. By memorandum ‘of 20 February 1946 (1), Mr Alfred McCormack,.
then Special Assistant to the Secretary of Statc in charge of
Research and Intelligence, suggested that the Director of Cen-

_tral Intelligence take under advisement the matter of determining
wvhat coverage of the foreign language press in the United States
is desirable for intelligence information purposes and how the'
coverage should be obtained. This metter falls logicelly
under the provisions of peragraph .4.b., N,I,A, Directive No. 2.
Accordingly, C,I,G., Directive No. U4 ordered a Survey'of the
subject.,

2. The matter wes discussed with repreeentetives of the State
Depertment, MID, ONI, A-2 and FBI. In addition the matter was
discussed with Mr. Harry T. Smith of the New York TIMES and Mr.
‘Jacob Landau of the Overseas News Agency in New York City, both
of whom follow the foreign lenguege.press_in tbe United States.

3. Before the wer the f,oreign language press _wes 1ittle ex-
ploited ‘as a source of foreign intelligence informatlon, al-
though some use wss made. of lf‘as a check on §ubversive activ-
ities of foreign groups in this country. The F B I. in the dis-

. charge of its mission related to {nternal security, collected

o Ainformation on roreign 1enguage newspepers as to editorshin,

finencial backing, inrlusnce, eto.

L, During the war the foreign 1enguage press became of con-
'sidersable 1nterest to several government egencies The F.B,I.
intensified 1ts ooverage of this source for information on

foreien,groups and individuals, MID, ONI and A-2 searched
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finrOrmation or value. This" overaso was undertaken to avold

: thi ‘ country v

This service provided

'only translation or selected materiel with guidence by ‘the
e“Foreign Nationalities Branch

.6, Organized coverage of the foreign lenguage press in the
':v'United atates, for government egencies, ceased with deective—

‘tion of the. Foreign Nationalities Branoh, OSS, in the fall of

1945, Certain officers of the Depertment of State read some
of the’ foreign lenguage publieations produced in ths United
-fd ", States to the ‘extent required by tts - obligetion to search out
‘jsubversive tendencies emong foreign language,groups in the
viUnited States. The Overseas News Agency continues to cover the
foreign 1anguege press in the United States in order to prov1de

xe news service to its pnivate subsoribers, but states that it



'"enguages; in eddition to his ncrmal duties as. 8 proof-reader,

,ﬁ]but this is purely to rurnish possible bases for nevs stories
}*in the TIMES No dietribution of the producte of theee various

‘“fjefforts is made to government egencies., '

7. The F.B, I, 1is eetiefied:with 1ts present coverage as a
'check on subversive activities, énd MID, ONI, and A- 2 are of the
‘ cpinion that the value\cf thih sburce of intelligence informa-
E tion: doee not warrent their contbibuting personnel funds or

facilitles to achieve comprehensive ccverage.

. 8, Informeticn of the type-obtainable from the foreign
“lenguate press in the United States is . required primerily by
‘the State Department as fcllcws.‘r ‘
| a, By .research perscnnel o8 background meterial for
intelligence atudies, ' ' ‘ L

b By geographie divisions ror analyeis of inrluence of

'ifforeign preseures:on fcreign language groups in the United
?jseetea-f“_ 8 '

By the orfice or Internationel Inrormaticn end Cultur-

‘val Affeire ae'a meane of measuring the erfectiveness of - its

3WA3hington and cculd, no dcub 'Tbe engeged by the department if
_‘the need and funds to Support_it exist.,
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