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1. The Gesellschaft fir We'rkunde had difficulties fran the very start
tocause (ex=General) Steiner was considered to be the leading GfW personality
and. also passed Mmself off as such, Although Steiner was truthfully regarded
verywhere as gincersly anti«Caxmunist, nevertheless the following factars
were responsible for & widespread negative reaction on the part of large circles
of the former Offiocer Corps.

&, Stedner transferred from the Amy to the waffen-@8 4in 1932 or 1933.
This nove was interpreted by kis fellow offiocers as badng an act of opportwym
nd not in accord with the 6ld Prussian spirit of the Amy officers. Although .
Stedner's endnies .are mainly Army officers,  these constitute the majority of :
tn0 Officer Corps and they still adhsre, for the most part, to the ald Prussiar
concepts of hanor and caste.

' be Steinsr is generally comsidered a gifted soldier, but be is
equally regarded as an untalsnted politician with vague, hazy, and partly
rapantic notions about the State and its functions, It wvas well known that
Steiner had party-political astdtions.

c. It was wddely knovm that Stedner saight and cultivated contacts
wvith all occupstion powers., Incidentally, he himself talked about his repeated
conversations with representatives of the French occwation powers -- Francals
Poncpt and Gensre. Kosnig. There were rmars about contacts between Steiner
and Inglish officers. Both of these relationships dbrought him the reputation
of being an oppartunistic collabarator,

d. Stciner was held responsible for the mistaken political course af
the DSZ (Dewtsche Soldaten Zeitung) which was allegedly inspired by hime This
especially caused Stadner to be rejacted by the fomer Oeneral Staff of ficers.
(Notes This refers 0 DX &k attacks which caused a flurry at the
time; this editorial coures was later changsd to a mare faverable ottitude).

e represches ageinet Steinar which adverssly affected the opensgi on

of the GIW were trwe omly ia. o Jurt of the growing resistance to aim was
due to the efferte of OfW ' Yo Hellermamn, who stirred up personal
antagoniad throsgh private senversations with n-sl'a of the GfW sections.

. 2. A seocnd pouroe of istermal wmistrust was O4W Chairman (es=Gemeral)

von Hellermann kineslf, Dwring the closing pheuss of the war he was head of

the Army Persomel Office sestion for training future leaders, and is reparted

to have performed ks duties in a very National Soclalist manner. He was also
regarded as a “weak persenality” which, (in comnsction with the 0fW) strengthened
the impression that not he, it Steiner, was the actual Jescllachaft Chairman.
However, the truth 1s that von lsllemson proved to be s worthy director of the
GfW. I was the strongest motivating force against Camumist infiltration, against
the Comunist-frant *"Loadership Ring® (of ex=afficers) and against the GRP
(outlawed radical rightist party) -- to sy nothing of the fact that he neutralised
the perennisl cuteofotwrn poliideal mansyvers of Steiner. Finally, it was also

von Hellsrmann who ectablisbed the present good QfW relations with Bomn (through
von Bordn). K



BEST AVAIABLE COPY

LIEX N -2~ . .

3. Intermlly, the OfW was troubled ky two opposing factions. The first
of the.e, represanted by Steiner, aimed at transfarming the GZW into an instrue
ment of damestic politics tied’ to rightist opposition against donn (1.0., the
?ederal Govermnment). The other faction, headed by Lhe leader of the GfW Cami ttec
for Dcfense Propaganda (Classen hinself) wanted to make the GfW an instrument o
cold war gudance against Camudim. The two factions never came to full agrecament,
and fraz time to time strife and discord broke out. Steiner tried to further the
aliio of jls faction by attempiing to closely link the GfW with the Uln "Ge:scll-
schaft Neue Staatspalitike, widch arouses resistance fram the governing Board
of the GfW. e other faction sought to carry out its work by means of *Opinions®
(Gfw publicatiom for intermal distridution) and through trochures by
rmany different the:ovant all swpart for the OfW ends, Steiner wants .
to transform the QW into ¢ drench of the Ulm grow while at the same time he
looke beyond ﬂn m- arganisetion for auc neans of long term support, .

b::unu. the G vas handlcapped in thet the oditorshdp of
'mimm'nsplu in the hands of Reaff, Of course, Ruoff handled the

oditorial work very well. Howewver, his Weffen-@8 background again and again

aroused suspdcion that he intended p» in cooperation wit) Steiner -- to make

2 Wallen-G8 undertaking out of the 0fW. Objectively speaking, this suwposition
was not true. Pram the very beginning of the GfW, Steiner and Ruoff frequsntly
had very stormy relations. The two men are campletely opposite in nature and
eacl. has an entirely different couception of the political scene, Nevertheless,
the suspicion spresd that bot: were carrying on some sart of 8S-~conspiracy.

S Another hanfisap to development of the GIW was the fuct that fram the
very beginning 4l wes rumered to be cloesly tied in with the Soldaten Zeitung.
The'fact that Steiner and Ruoff both were cormected with the mnrrn—zm
(Publishers of the DSZ), or to the editarisl staff of the DSz itself, wec the

besis for this rewer. Before the GIW was fomded, it wes known that the DSZ
vas financed by the Mmericens. - Thus, Steinerts and Ruoff's presence as.founding

“membere of* the GIV cwreated ths: basia fﬂ‘ splication thateboth the.OfW and the.

e itataieg ‘"“""'y“‘m Yot e W 8 spelled tits mupicln to some deutss
by lng - ot ome ) 4 . for German ¢
W‘ e dis Deuteche Wlsssmschart). In any case, this semned
toe supleias ia Ban. ' .

AWMW@ familar \dthﬁupomt paychological
gtuation in the R@wilic. As an exmple, reference is made to the drafts
o NPy av—uﬁmummeuumw
— were turmed dam bty the’Amsricsns. Bewever, Hank's dyle and his selection of
thene have quite & large sudience in Germany. His btrochure is the one with the

e} repeat ordars are caming from .the press,

°
youth groups, eshoels ead poll: organisations as well as church groups.
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The proposals in this ocomntry to reprimt hs old book "Soldaten" (after a

. table modification of text), would rake a farerescling inrma! into the
circlas of the dlstaory er infltrsted circles of forwer :oldlers. The imerican
otjection timt the bock 1s too "Prussian® is untensdbls, considering that an
up-to-date re-ariting of the text was pramised, and that the East Zore propa-
ganda -officials heve always nade wee of the Prussian tradition az ane of the
nost effective instruments for infiltrstion. -

D. bhat to watch for in similar undertakings

1. There should be amly ane niddleman between the Americen office and
& rebuilt Apparat. In the estifDisiment of the OfW, the following peorle

mm ot ' -3

}new about fts cmnectlan 'uh m hrerim offioss

m. Demmersu, Perledach, von-Ialdben, Freu Faulhaber,

Qra? Schack, Dr, Risdweg, von Gilgenheimd, Oraf Noetits,
Bolbunker, tt, Ruoff, Pren Ruoff, Pring Burchard,

von Kledst, s 3pengler, Pfeiffer, Uhlig, Strasalr,
Dre Classen, Jren m

memmmummmwmm A singls
person (not even two or tiree) nust fumction as agent of the employer -- and
this person must eajay full eenfidemoe.

2. lhen an offiesr is sslested as agmt, than he should not be an officer
of the Waffen-S3, an Ammy effiser, or an Air Farce officer; but if at all possible,
shaild be & Navy officer. The afficers have not sufficient prestige
with the other officeres.the Army offiosrs are steeped in the old Prussian
1deas of castes the Alr Cerps efficers are gemerelly not seriously cancerned
politically., ¥Xavy otﬁncl.d.l camparison, ars considered worldly, upsbe-date
and more approschable then Mu.mmmaum. It would be best
to select a person whe, gepardlly, has not grown up and been educated in the
prejudices of the farmer Gffioer ccrpa and who has as much weight as a personality
on the other wide that do wamld de by the former officers as infhikh- -

LR a),  Many dffielvdes weuld "bearaided from the begirming which result

fran the apposing pereseaal, ur«ad.n, palitical and traditional gesentments
ofieers.

of the Gmm
st b9 By cancesled. The undertaking
o _ovigin of the mongy and
..m, Ths posxihilities

1s ummu'uwi-u.
theretty 1eses the :

for-s really wmehie s tentealnentd of -origin of funds are not many
hovmr,tbfm e suM be sensidareds ’
deﬂ&cﬁucwmwu
wmbhhﬂ finsnee mtharitdes, md which is in a
to omxry om these awdit and control

mnctimz. Tds M ompany oould receive the naney "in trustee-
sHp® and use 1t estemsibly either om behalf of officiel ar oon-
fidential accoumts.
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b Rstablisiment of & ssiemtific ressarch institute whose
geuerslly ussful ebarecter has bom @doreed ty financial authorities
mwma.w»uma-momwmw

. O uumuznaw-mua:mcm
firm which, 1n he «yes of (@man finapoe sutharities, oen and is

entitled tod.chn Mrmuumdtycuu. ‘
d mmutc-mpmm official.

-~ Thewe are Mu—h-Mncunhmctm of
monoy wmder the quum .

znumw.&nqu-umommmm
must be abeolute " an. W9 -gesl of the wndertaking, this clarity wes
not reed B X ‘allogee that he was instructed to create

" an instrament o dineetle: 7 ond: ot 1he same tine te establish s Xkind of

instramsat of ecdd

"black cadre® Armh BN -uu-oa-u % b

be this t:n cu-nu-.
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