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“SOURCE ‘A Pole born in Bussia of Polish political priscaers. In the early months of World =
War II he was captured by the Germans and later recaptured by the Soviets. Aga -~ |
political prisoner, heispent time in Odessa, Ukhta, Voricuta and Kolyma.. He gacaped :
from a slave cam in 1942 and mde his way south in the USSR, finally escaping to thr
Jaddle East in 1944. He served as an officer-in.ths Anders Amv. R !
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‘bused in Magadan, - There vere also NKVD mezy but I have no detailed info: "3:...-
them. Guards in the slave camps were often criminal prisoners, men who had mardered
" and stolen., The organization of prison camp gmrda was known as VIR (Military guards).

2. The "n'u"poople in Kolyma are mostly ex-prisoners, people who theorsiically wers re-
lsased to return to their formsr homss. In fact, however, they were obliged to live .
in clave camp areas because if they returnsd homs, they often were arrested on.soms ,
charge and re-sentenced Yo slawve labar, Most peopls ®voluntarily* remained in the l
camp areas; where the life was admittedly bad, bhut still a little better than actual
camp lifes There was no mvol between commmities.

3. There were about 2,000 free penple in the Sredne-Kolymsk area and about 30-10,000
prisoners. In addition, there were transit camps. in all of the Kolm regliom, whieh
were particularly busy in the warmer sumer months. .

4o Iwas in a transit caxp for a shert pw.led, during which Imked on the Magadan alir
field. This field had two crosaing strips, each about 13.zd long. At timt time the
main strip was half-paved, bt work was being done to pave it compleiely. The croas
strip was narrower and not paved. There was mmuch alr activity at the field. We saw
moatly slow two- and four-engine planes, but there was also one wvery slow six-angine o
one which we called the ®cow.® Priscners were often transported by phne, md 1 an ]
sure the gold was flown out of ths area. .

v 5. Construction of airfislds sesmed to be a major activity in the Kolyma reglon. There
was & small field at arm-mqu with cne h&nga.r. I do not know of other spoe:lnc :
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6. WALl L Was in Viw wes, piAsciess ssom soveril sops “"‘—"‘ '*e::) wana mﬂfuw on

a highwy from lilhno-l{olquk to Magedm. This was l:lnph‘ a wide dirt road which had
:I.oga thrown across it to pack it dom. It was usable cnly from September to Nunnbor. i
In ths sumer md made it inpassable; in.the winter snow blocked it eonplctd;. _ ;
was the only higlway I kn« sbout in the rod.cn. . o

7. I know noth of rd.l.roadn up fhm,,lmt there was talk that a 1.tno was to be bu:l.lt
from Kolyma d.g? to Dudinln ' ;
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