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. For many reasous, 1t appears prJLMgptuous to dibcuss the Jewish

Commul:ity of Giessen. Not a single memier of the 800 families who
belonged to the éity's two synagogues before 'Jorld .lar II is now
l1iving here.  Jost of them 'died in S.S. annihllaticn; camps or durl::
the deportations: to the camps. 4 few - probably about 1C0 = manuged

Dear[&rdﬁRﬁéérbﬁl

to escape Germany before the terror descended | |
: : B , R ; . e . | . :

Moreover, there remain no precise records of the Jewish Commuilty.
\o one here knows the historical origins of the local Jews. The City
irchive 15 still in dlsorder 14 years after Giessen was destroyed by
hombss I have not even been able to find anyone who can tell me when
the synagogues were built, although 1t seems certain: they were construsted
In the last century. Vells of ignorance and disinterest lie heavy ujp:o:
the subject. : Anéd sormething rwore, perhaps - uneasiness.
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Thus anything thut might be written about Glessen's Jews would uy
lerirition, be only fragmentary, not to say inadequate. .38 for receunt
tines, one former Glessener demanded of me: "How can you, a ycun:
uamericurn, presume to write about Jermun Jews?" Yes, how irdeed cun .e
masine the anxiety, the years of fear, the pain, and the ultirute &zeny”
ne listens to the few survivors, one reads their memoirs. Invariedbly
:hey tell their stories in cool documentary fashion.: Even thoce 'who
\{ved it seem unable to communicate in words the_hum?n.emotlcns atiendant

;0 the scenes of hotrrors : | e P L i
|
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Finally, ‘one asks, what is the point of recitirg this tele ugain®
i Py i . v - SN . !
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Do we not kuow| enough of the Nazi crimes? Is there not evidence
mough? Were not many of the legalized looters and §111ers runished?

.re the Jews not dead or gone? | EXEMPTIONS Snction 3(b)
SR SR C (2)(A) Priva |
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The answer is probably "yes". - S , (2)(B) MetuicsiSources G}
I P R y S : 3 | (2)(G) Forewn Relations .
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.his: Does the fate of Cermany's Jews have any bearing on the present
)r the future of this nation? Again, the answer must be affirzutive.
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Here in Glessen there 1s soarcely a trace of the former Jewish
rommunitye A few gravestones here, u memorial tablet there. Yet tle
ipirits of the vanished Jews still haunt the city and its inhuditunts.
‘hey haunt those who boycotted thelr stores in 1933, who robbed then in
938, who beat and kicked them in 1939, who hauled them off to the depcr-
:ation trailcs in:l942. | ¢ | |
| o ' _ ... | siriedand Approved fCi Reiedo.
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" You'can meet those spirits at oorfoo-tima in the cafes, or
during the evenings at the tuvern Stammtische., They were present .
also at last year's performances of The Diary of .nne Frank in the
Stadt-theater. Or this spring, when an Offenburg high school teacher
was prosecuted for antiaSamitis utterunces. hls Rname, Ludwig 2ind,
was on mnny llps in Uleuseue

For these roasons. I reel it 1s valid to discuas Glessen's
Jews in 1958. : | o
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Berore ooatinuina 1t will be necessary to lay down several

premises. First of all, when speaking about Germun Jews, I mean
those GCer-uns whose religious faith was Jewish. Neither the hational
Socialist definition ofia Jewish "race" nor the zionist definition of

a Jewish "nation™ can be inferred from this premise, Second, in
spenking of Jewish "descent”, I mean those Germuns whose forefathers
practiced the: Jewish religion.' j g
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? Jews camo'to Upper Hesse with the rirst Roman legicns at the tine
Jesus was born in Nazareth, Traces of their settlement ware found re~
cently in Butzbach, only 10 miles south of Giessen. - However, the
earliest evidences of permanent Jewish communities date back to the

llth century.. § ;;; | : A i

i Aocording‘to Germanio law, they wure aliens, dependent on the

'~ whim and good will of the local prirnce., They were traders and money-
"lenders. for: the most part, being obliged to rollow these callings

by :royal decree. The Jews were sub jected to heavy tages ind frequent

perseoutions.g o : o

o In Gieasen there was a Judengasse (Tew Alleyﬂ or ghetto stroet

near the old city wall'as early as the l4th century. It seems likely

that local Jews met with the same sort of alternating royal favor and

mob cruelty as did Jews in most parts of Europe during the Middle Ages.

Itiis probable also that they were persecuted during the plugue years

which visited Glessen so'harshly., Nevertheless, Glessen's Jews held

on even into the 17th century, when the Landgrave ordered all hia

oities to rld.mhemaelst”ot Jews, i, ,

| Not until‘the 19th oentury did Glessen's Jewish COmmunity take

solid shape again. In 1820, the Archduke signed into law a Constl-
L1 s tan ?.h rave Heaaian Jawq equal rights. including residence in

Wy W W e WY . -

the cities, Half a century later, similar: legislatioa - tke so-called
Fmancipation law - freed Jewsa from most ot thelr sooond-olasa citi~on-

ship in Bismarok's Germany . Lo ,

f Leanwhilo, soores ot Iewish‘families who had been banned to the
hinterland villages began flocking to the citles - among them, Giessen.
Thus one can read in the City Register of merchants and cattla traders
moving here from towns lik« Trels, Allendorf, and Lelbgestern - all
withtn a atone's throw or Jlessen. ' _
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Deapito the libertlea which Jeﬁf unJoyod 1n the next deCudes.
new troubles were awaiting then in the Bismarck Era. It was in
this period of Germuny's social and economic efflorescence that racial

and politioal. uuti-bemitism first snowod 1to race.

Here in Hesse, only a few miles north of Giessen. thy first anti-

Semitic candidate to be voted into the Reichatug wus elected, Tha yenr

wus 1887, when the 26-year-old librarian and folklore student, Otto
Boeckel oarried the Bleotion District Larburg-Frankenberg=K{rchhain
on a platrorm or anti-Scmitiam and soclal rerorm.,

. From his Hessian hustings, Boeckel would shout' "Peasunts! Free
yourselves from the Jewlsh middlemen."” His opponent described him
thus: "The peasants adored him as their awakener:and liberator. Fron
miles awvay they came to his rallies. Peasant lads on horseback would
eacort him when he honored a Jew-free cattle market. Garlands were
strung up across the streets, and mothers held their little children
up and told them, 'look at that man, he is our liberatorl' For a few
years he was truly peasant king of Hease. S i ,

: Boockol' popularity permitted him to hold his seat uctil 1903,
when German imperialism succeeded hatred of the Jews as a vote-

.getter., A few years later he was an obscure figure. He died in 1923,

poverty stricken and forgotten. Yet the Hessian peasarts he stirred
up 60 years ago retain their prejudices against Jewish tradesmen to

tnis d&yo i | l
? dowever, the Jews relt new contidenoe in the rlourishinp Reich,
although the state continued to circumscribe their activities (ba.xina
ttem from the civil service and the army, for instance). They quickly
adapted themselves to urban life. In Glessen, they couunted umounyg the
town'a most eminent citizens - store owners, lawyers, teachers, pro-
fessors, bankers, They were active in support of :the uuiversity und .

the roundlng of the city theater. And they relt very much at home here. '

1 henry Prerfer, rormerly a garment buyer in Gi*ssen and now 1iving
in New Jersey, writes: "The relationship between Jews and noun-Jews
wub not bad., | One kLew most of the people in this small city, so thut

there was soarecly any rrictlon. i . !, _ ' i

j Levl Sondheim writes from aashington DeCet "The people of Glesrsen -

were hospitable towards the Jews untll 1933, There was especially
close intercourse in the  years berore 1914... 1 relt completely at

home ln Gleason.
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Irma hatzenstein wrltes from Israel: "Until 1933, we rever had

t\é feeling thnt w@ were outsiders. |

- Nra, henley writes rrom Englund' "My father was a merchant and
belonged to the generat!on that still felt. completely assimilated.”
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It would be too much to say thut the Jews in Glessen or else-
where in Germany were truly "emancipated® or "integrated” either
before or after World War I. In Germany, freedon for Jews as for
pon-~Jews was still a gift from the state - an Indlan gift that could
be taken back,' Yet the Jews here had made rapid progress towards

true emancipation, and no matter what hostility they experienced
fronm their rallow-citizens. they felt themselves to be Germans, body

and saul, : o .:5 ' ! |

: Glesaen Jews served proudly in the ranks of the Archduke's llﬁth
Infantry Regiment during the Great War, and some gave their lives for
Kaiser and Vaterland on the battlerielda of France. One of the‘city's
most popular schoolteachersg, Slegfried Kann, was a highly-decorated
wounded veteran. In 1942 he wus deported to Thereslenstadt, where
he perished. Friulein Schpnelder, recalls her uncle, Herr Katz as a
died-{n-the-wool Cerman militarist: "He had been a sergeant in the
*116th" and he!loved his conmrades. They used to meet every week to
play oards aud ‘tell war stories. He was a real hick." Ian World .ar
II, the military comrades of herr Katz gassed him at Augchwitz,

.~ But the anti-Semitic terror which the Mazis 1naugurated doscended '
softly on cities like Glessen.,  Sure, there were book burnings at
the university ( in contrast to what was told me last August - ‘see DB - -
v13)% ‘There were hazi street demonstrations. Jewish store windows
were smashed in the twilight soon after Hitler selzed power. Homes
- were searched. | aAnd thelr; shops were boycotted. But these scenes were
nowhere Lear as violent aa in the large cltles. i-- :

; Thus many Jews rnrusod to take the hazi threat seriously at first.

!

;. . ‘

, ; One can read of the few ramilies who recognizad the peril im-
mediately, and fled: the dentist, Theodor Baum; the businessman,

. Hennoch Bass} - Eugen Rothenberger, the 1awyer.- But the majority wulted,

most until it waa too late.

| "ot course we didn't tuke the threata of the ha is seriously at
. first,” writes Mrs, henley, "sirice wa really felt ourselves to be
~ Germans and didn't imagine our rellow citizena aere.capable of such
things." u?i»!. SR | | -
I | N . | .é i .
| For most Jews in this community, 1t started with the little things. .
Fratlein Schneider, who:was ten in 1933 says: "I had few Jewish
friends. ‘...Vhen I was eleven und twelve, I ocouldn't understand why
I should be 'differe..t'. : The other girls joined the B.D.M. (female
counterpart of the hltler Youth). I had been in the Girl Scouts and
Liod +n istn taa. Ny older alaster explained: 'They don't want us.

Besides:'wstgg éiarterZ' ' But I couldn't understand." Later, she was

obliged to transfer to a purely Jewish school. ' ;,

. l l

. Frau Katuehstein, who was 8 20-vear-old department store clerk
fn 1933 writea: "The hazl threat was clear to us, only one hOped
perhaps that the political situation would change quickly. But in
the beginning of 1935, when the lazls persecuted my cousin, I knew
that we could not! remain in Germany. Xy cousin was perspouted by. his
former best friend, who had meant everything to him.”

R ! |
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' Frau Bauermeister, a high school teacher of partly Jewish
descent, tells of the taunts which Gilessen Nazis aimed at her Jewish
friends: "wWhen they talked about the gibes they were bitterly mort!i-
fied, They oouldn't ocomprehend it." . ‘ -

' Frau Scheurer, wife of Clessen's 8chool superintendent (DB~2),
tells of an old friend's gquestion: "She asked, 'Is it true that B
you'v: becoms a half-Jew through marriage?' That's how deluded they
ware, L o . |

: ' A ! ' : |
Then there was. the boyocott. s f

. Frau Johanna Schmidt, now 78, tells of her "aryan” husband's
wholesale cigar firm: "First they vilified him for belig married
t me. One of his own colleagues abused him. Business got worse,
Arter the boycott, it went to pleces.,” . |

: o : S : L : : i

. That happened,to most of Giessen's "Jewish” stores, begiuning
in April, 1933 - Bar's shoe store on the Marktplutz, Soundheim's
paint wholesale house on the Nordanlage, Pfeffer's dress shop, Kessler's
mont market, and many others. In 1937, many of the firms owned oy o
_dewvs were "aryanized", in other words, liquidated. The owners were

forced to sell out at a low price, and in: some cases, sixzply to turn
them over to non-Jewish entrepreneurs. E

. The boycott worked the other way too, as Frau Schmidt says: I
went into a store to buy some toilet urticles and the girl at the
cqunter_said;rNo, I don't sell to Jews,'"; i '

| Such things were the gensral rule aa!the National Sociallists
tightened up on the Jews, But there were 'many notable exceptions -
people who went out.of their way to buy ln the Jewish stores, people
who went out of their way to help them do.thelr purchasing, scorning
the Storm Troopers who were often posted at the doors of the branded
shops. But the reaction of most to the Nazl transgression was pained
silence., w A K ; o
| The harrying took other forms, however. HEusbandz ard wives ,
living in mixed marriages were prgssured to get rid of their "tainted” )
rartners, Many gave in. Thus Fraulein Schneider's father divorced
her mother in 1935, simply because she was of Jewish ancestry. Thls
wis tOo have lethal consequences in many similar cases, Or there is
the story of Trude Hess, a gifted young Giessen mctress. She wus
enxaged to a lawyer who suddenly joined & 'Storm Troop formaticn.

Whila she wae praparing her trousseau she received a letter from her
fiunce saying the wedding was off, ror poiivical ieasous. OShe ITm-
mitted sulcide., These were typical results of the hlrnberg Laws of
1935, B s S | |

' Or there was Herr Dreyfuss, who had a large store in the Schul-

strasse, . His home was famous as a salon for local actors und artists.

One day his cashier, a woman who had worked in the store for yenrs,

made some nasty remarks' about his Jewishngss."During the noon acur,

lHerr Dreyfuss took out his plstol aid shot;himselq.

i
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. Jewiah mombera or the Stadttheater . compun) ‘wore slso ousted
by the Nazi purifiers. Thus Karl kitter, the dramatist, was
rlred. And- tbo sinser. HOrr Falken, was al so dropped.

; One must keep in mind that all this was happening in 'a city
of 38,000 inhabitants, a city where "averyone K.ew everyope." It
was & city where there had been no open anti-Semlitic anctions for
over 300 years, a city that prided itself on its 0ld durgher
families, its crooked streets, its picturesque halr timbered houses,
its quaint tavarns, yes, and its Jews. g i

| VYhen you sit at one of Giesaen 8 numberless tammtische orni
a/Friday evening you, can hear a remark like this: “how rritz
Kesgsler, there was a fine butcher. I worked for him for 15 yeurs.
" Christmas., That was a’' time.. He gave us 50 marks aplece. lie wusn
aigood Jew. A A wonderful man..." Or Roganbaum, or Zwung. If you
went. to enough Stammtisoha you wculd hear that .every Jew wus a

GOM Jewo S : g h . . o !

? Yet all of a eudden these fellow-citizens ‘could no longer
attend the same school or university, no 1onger sit in the suze
tavern, walk the same street ummolested , DUy at the sare store
uninsuited. They lived next douvr, dbut ull of a sudden there wus.
an insurmountable barrier between then and their neighbors. They

were "non-aryan" o ?

‘ ? "It was never the old burbhers who did the harrying,v says
Frau Sauermelster. "But rather the unemployed, the youngsters
who had been ‘'poisoned! and the little employees with the partr
emblems who were suddenly blg shots, In some cases the burghers
went out of their way to help the Jews. I know one case of u man
who took over a Jewish business and saved it until after the war

for the Jew " ; o % i i , :
} :rau hatuenstein writes. “f left. Germany!in 1635, aud ut

that time there were still many who wore the lLazi unl“orm but
were not anti- em*tes... f& . ! !

_ | Herr Pferrer relateS': "It was ever clearer to me that the
hate of Jews was growing rapldly from year to year ard that stuving
in Germany was impossible. 3Since Glessen was always a unlversity

_town, this venom found, especlally fertile ground among the studernts

and not a little among the scholars. 4As a garrison towwn, emong the
mildtarnr tan " nnnrv Pf“ffnr wna ahle to flea in Loverbtor, 1““”.
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‘ In addition to the tragedies, countless 1roniﬂs were created
by the Lﬂrnberg Laws, which regulated the "racial status"of all
Germens. ' Frau Bauermelster, who became "one-elghth Jewish"”
according to.the law, tells of her father, a doctor. "le worked
with Dr. Kranz, who beOume the Lazl Rektor of the University."
(DB =-13) When he heard my rather was not 'ru11 aryan' he was

all broken up about 1t.m ;'
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| Fritz Bouchholtz was special étudies%direotor at the army
technical School in CGlessen, 10 less. In 1938, it was discovered
thet he was ."not-iryen”, and the '/ehrmacht fired him.~ S

The next big wave of Jewish refugees begun fleeing Glessen in
1837-1638 - Hermann Bluhm to South afrioa, Walter Neublrger arnd
Ferdinund Levi to America. Others fled to Berlin,like the derntist,
Ludwig Wertheim and the scholar, Fritz Wolff, in order to duck out
cf sight before taking the next step outside the frontiers of the

rReich. f

. Meunwhile, the Jews who remained were cut off more and more

from the community. Few dared to speak to them in public for feur

of being denounced as a Judeknecht - a Jew servant. Usually, Iif u

Jew was spoken:to by an aryan frlend he would wurn hir to move along
utd not erndanger himself. Frau Scheurer recalls udmonlshing Herr

Rutz in this manner.  "They cun lick my ass," he replied, and wont

on talking with her. - Next day he was called into Gestapo Headyuurters,

but he managed ;to explain it away.

: i : , i .

. More than one Glessener has told me how deeply humiliating and
ohariing this was for them. Erich Decker, whose ramily helped N
-several Jews get away, has spoken of such:incidents again ard aguin.

- ! Glessen's :two synagogues continued to hold services, despite
the fact that the rabbis who had served them for many yeurs were
dead. Ludwig Hirschfeld, who ministered to the orthodox synLagogue
in the Steinstrasse for 40 years, had died in 1933. David Sunder,

»(7.

who conducted the liberal synagogue on thefSudanlpge, died in 198

. The synagogues remained largely ummolested, except for occasiocne
when an S.S. unit would march into the courtyard during a service.
Likewlse the Jewish community house in the Lonystrasse wus untouched -
until November, 1938+ @ | 2 . | ‘
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- } It waafthén that something happened which few GCiesseners

{magined possible - not even those who had read their coples of
Mein Kampf studiously, not even those S.S. men, Storm Troopers,
Party offlcolals, and Gestapo agents who were "in the know".

| o o X | |

| But that is another 'story. , L
| ST
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