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Ref: ([ 7] 21276, 21 July 1870

1. In angwer to paragraph 1 of Reference, '"DARNAND's militia"
vwvas a Gersam collaboratiomist group, not a Communist party group.
A brief background summary follows:

Jomeph DARNAND (— 21 was the leader of the
"Elite Guard"” im the Service d-Ordre Legioanaire (SOL) formed
in 1941 in France, which consisted of fanmatical supporters of
the "Matiomal Revolution" organized by Marshal PETAIN. Upon the
dissolution of SOL in 1943, DARNAND became the leader of the
Milice Francaise, a Maxi-like party. In 1944 DARNAND was said to
vield great power in France as the supreme head of "all forces for
the maintenance of order™ and was given virtually unlimited
authority as chief of a nevly-created "Economic police.” The Germanms,
while retaining Marshal PETAIN as nominal chief of state and
Plerre LEVAL as nominz) chief of Government, placed DARNAND,
the man of their choice, in the key position of Secretary of State
for the Interior under the Vichy Goverament. Durimg this period
DARNAND was directly under the orders of the Wehrmacht and wore the
uniform of the 8S. DARNARD left ¥France in 1944 with the rest of
the Vichy Government and in June 1845 he was arrested in Italy and
turned over to French Goverament authorities.

2. C 1 name does not appear smong the documents
in DARNAND's 201 file.
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