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DATE: um.« I : March 1971 -
SOUNTRY South Vietnaa : R _ . _ ) i
©o  July 1967 - 28 Docesber 1970 © . & . . ‘ . —

St Christras 1970 Release of 11 o o o
Yietnamess Prisoners of ¥ar by - : T
the Viet Cong; Description of
Treatnont They Peceived.

" Summary: On 25 Decexber 1970 11 Vietnamese I\!litlry H
Prisoners of ¥ar (POT's) were relenood by the Viet Cong (VC) 13
in the U kinh Forest and directsd 10 a Governzment of Vietnam .
(GVYN) outpost in Kien Glang Province. . Their release was . °3
anpounced at a propaganda . ceremany. - Along with their release, £
they each recelved & propaglndl panphlet cxlling on soldiers
and civil servants to join the. tevolutlon. The me¢n said they

wero well trezted and expected: ttat other prisoners would be w1
released during Tef. They were not able to provide any inforea- - - )
tion on U.S. or Allied piisoners except to say that they had .

been told by their guards that "foreign' prisopners were taken
10 “regional™ prison czaps, End Sumnary.

. 4
b On 25 Docember 1970, the V0 released 11l GVN FO¥'s e

»ho bad Leen incarcerzted in the U Winh Forest. The prisoners, oo E -
five Popular Forces soldiers, four Regional Forctes (RX) soldiers, 1

one GVN Harine and one People's Self{-Defense Forces soldier,
said that soxetime in the afternoon on 23 DPocexmber (& guard told -
them the date) they were taken from the VC detentiocn ckmp and
walked feo to five hours to & canal or river. There, they and s
their guards boarded zampans and paddled for two nights and one .
¢sy, =topping only to eat &t night. They arrived at a hamlet, Y
pine usknown, the morning of 25 December and rcsted, The >
ceresony for their release si&rtcd around noon and lasted about
two or thres hours. Thay were told that VO MNilitary Region 3 T N
(NR-3) had 1ssued & diresctive ordering thols relsase and’ p;o- Tal
clnining tha dxy ns A "Celobrltlon of Relsnaed Priuoncrs.
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- the Caxi Nuoc (¥R110830) RF outpost and that thev could hail
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They were then given = long dissertation on how well they
had besn treited by the VC and each was given a pamphlet

to take with him, 2 propagsnda document c on soldiers
and GVN civil sccvants to join the VC. Comment :

(A} The released xen did not know fow t were chosen for
release or wvhether the directive specified them by namo or

- whether the local VC had chosen them, (B) VO MR-3 covers o

the lower Delta and includes GVN An Xuyen,- ‘Bac Lieu, Be

“iXuyen, Chuong Thien, Xien Oiang, Fbong Dinh, VInh Binh, most oy

of Vinh Long and part of An Giang &nd’ Chau DociProviness. ) "

2. The =on stayed in or nesr the hamlet until vory u
late the night of 26 December or early worning of:27 Decenber. S
Their VC puard escort left the hamlet on 25 December, turaing -
the guard duties over to the local guerrillas. While din tlhe
hamlct, the prisoners waere kept blindfolded except to eat and
during the release cercmony. They were fed by residenta of
the hemlet. Finally, 2l1l of the prisoners were put abourd one
boat; they paddled until .just after daybreak and then were put
ashore. They wers told that they were about 1,000 meters from

passing borkis to get there., the way to the outpost they
were picked up by m GVN pltrol bont.

4, The men did not know the exact location of the .

detention camp, 85 they had been blindfolded. both golng to
and coring from the camp, *hey stated that the locaticn of
the camp changed frequently, ot n was _always deep in U kinh
Pcrest and was known as “Camp T, There ‘were.-about 25 POW's
there. Csmp security and smaintenance ucrc1wv~1ded by one VC
platoon armed with SKS and AX-47 rifles. The platoon provided
guards, reals and 'a prolitickl cadre to indoctrinate the POW's,

£
T8, All POW's wore leg irons, & curved rod with tvo holds
at each end snd a lock,st all times except for & brief exarcise
period when thoy were allowed to walk around in a s>:il area,
Rnder guard. They were fed twice daily, at 0500 hours and =zt
1500 hours. The meals consisted of & bowl of rice, salt and,
on rare occasions, dried fish or fish sRuce. The PCW's were
given needlea and thread to mend their clothes but were not
given blankets or mosguito.nete. A daily political indoctrination
wag conducted Curing which they were told of “the glorious VC
victorles in Scuth Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos" and were kept
informed abtout the VC's peace proposals and rejectlon of the
GVN's peace proposals, The POW's agreed no eingle point, political
or military, was stressed during these sessions and said they had
not paid too wmuch attention to the lectures. At night the PO¥'s
were groured together in units. of four or five and a strafight
metal rod was run through their leg irons to a central column and
padlocked thers. The rod was approximately one inch in dlameter
and two meters long,
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6. _._ The men said _thay hed not been beaten i

Ep—

by the VC during their dct.enuon. and they ancearod to be in mnd -
phryaical condition., Ooe said he had Yeen wounded by & 40xm -
fragoent during an airstrike on his PO¥ camp and had subsequeatly

received good modical treatment, Their gu:ri had indicated more
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prisoners “might” be released at Tet. Commont: No PON's
are known to have beon releasod in this ver Tet.)
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: 7. ©None of the 1 PO¥'s had seen any U.S. or allied
prisoners during their ispriscnaent but soveral said that
thoir VC guard- told them that "foreign™ Epﬂ'- were kept at
“rogional® priscn cimps "in the mountaine.." Throe o! the
POW's said they hld heard ltal their VC guarde that “icrsiza",
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and especially U.&,, primoners got bettor trestment than
¥ietnaxcus FX's. “One of the three had been told that U.B,
N nors got cticken - ‘ —.and coffes regularly.

5 2¥Comment: The prisoners said that their caap was
considared to be province-level.)

8. ' Fiold Dissem:  Stste USMACY USAID CORDS .
?_u/.n:smw (Mr. Nicksl only) Tth Air Force USARV NAVIORYV
1021 FAS CSI 528th MI Gp CINCPAC FACILT PACAF %asac
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