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Dotails of Ancrican Prisoners Capturad by the Pathet lao

location and Datails of a PL Frison Near the HLHS Suprewme
Headguartsrs in San lleus Yrovince, Laos
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‘bulletin which contziacd nr.otqgraphs and resumes of Azaricans eaptuted by

© LaescAs oF Apsil 1939 the prison beld approxiastely 800 prisoners. They « -+ - ~=="

Aserican prisoners in the \letins. In late 1969 hic gection was reorgane

- months, Comseat, s2s not knowledgeable of the meating

" caup, which was abcut 1,000 meters long and 800 meters wide,was located

bulldin'-s or -hclr ‘.ur.c:ion.)

smmry. ‘no 'ico x.ao Rak s:xt(n..'lb) Bc.dquatr.crp publtshcd a vcekly

tha Pathet Lao(PL). Such g;rismrs ware allegedly-turned over.to ths:-
Horth Victnamese and sent to Hanei. As of early 1971 a PL prison wes .
allegedly still loeated amww:
of tho NIHS Supreze Roeadruzrtors st fez Mabay » San Neua Province,

Veére all Lo or ‘Ihat and no megtgg 2g !g;_g l:no'-m to be i.ncatuemted there, .

1. A weekly bulletin pra by thc of ftce of Beo Lao llak s.u-.(m.us) R
offictal K2y s o n ¢ Phoavihase contained pkizographs of Auerican N
priasrers vho had bean eaptured by the Pathet Lao(PL) and a hrie! Tesnme o :
14sting each prisoner’s name, eank, date and place of
photozraphs cf ell decirentation’ £ound on his person. L

said he saw copies cf the tulletins during the courze of 1S dzily work.

He estizated that betwcen 1966 énd late 196! _he_sew_photogsaphy of some 30

1zed and he 20 longer veceived copfes of the tulictin. He could not recall ST
aouce or detaile of che Aacrican ‘prisoners. ha did not personalily sce or. B
bear of any Anericans at the DL prison lodated at Ban Peun but

bad heard that ail Ancricans captured by the PL ware turncd over to the

krr.h Victninese and sert to Hanof.

. 1. During & macting between ae'\iar WLES and forth Vietanrnese o‘fic‘u.l..,
including ::a:mg Van T h e i and Suproue Commander of North Vistmacesa Aoy

(2Va) foreas Iz Lios-Major cer..:'u. Trae D o, at oo Lno Hek Sat(lL:S) Supraae.
Headouarters ir mid-1939, the Morex VietazmesdTware &hqwn copies of the bullatins
on tha jzertcar prissasss e.~;..ur'.¢r by the PL. Such high-level’] Beetings of

LIS ead ilorth Vietnames: offxcials were held about «f‘-, once evcery threa

.

agendas ol wacther the offic wveze spec:ftcany 1nt.tcsted m thr ATETIcan
pruoncts,) . . )

3. As of April 1969 n. ptison eanp eontaining a\:ovc M.prisoncrs was )
located st Ban Peun, about six kilometers (kms) east of ithe LHS Supreme / o

Headquarters at Bo~ Xakay doua(VH 1956), in Sam Neua Province, Laos. The

in dense jungle and could not be scen from the afr. In early 1971 HLES .
Headquarters o:’ficisls suid that the prison was still in existencc. - =~ .

s

i ) " R i R TR d \ﬂ * ™~
4, Cocment. Curreat holdings contain .
@0 {nforuitisn on & cazp lcented at 3a2n Peum. Analysis of @2 Qeteberdt7T

ould ast confimm & prison caup or a village af VI 247564, ‘l'he
ml’ct‘ttzd 2 1s vithia an area which-ence was cultivated but unich has been
coverad vy secondary growth vepetatien. Othor villages in the area, o5 . -
deplcted om map shoat 5340-1 at V4 261557, Vii 24357t and VH 211570. waze
3egndondd. Stemvar, seattered hulswore lecated in moarby dice paddtss, . .
Séveral ‘Buildln; 53 werc locale 53 Vil 246577, -‘" LT
-m.cl-\:a:. 2 =are accn:at. ..et-:_l.-...aa £ the ausbar of T




3
3.40 Tockat. greadde Lx.m:ha:s gunrdcd the prison, Snall par.rols checked l.“‘ %
four to five kz nrca Jurrcunding the prison.betwaen 0400-0E00 hours each ™
"...moraing and 1500-1:00 hours each afterngcn. Jour gates led gnto the pruon. 12
i each of vhich was mzancd by one guard durfng the day and two guards at nigbh :
.. The guard force changed hourly during the day and every two hours during the - .
-night. An estinated oight to tuclve 37n antizircraft guns were also 1oc4:cd -
-around the prison co:-ulct An alarm bell tas seunded vhenever: ’
proa:hcd the aresl Corzent. According to analysis(ef™d
~ the nearest antiaircraft avtillerylann) positions ucluded
‘Sive 371::- , sites in the general victnity eg Vil 1957.5
it X 1\00 untdeaufled ‘NA volunteer battauons(bns) were located st -
. “Zha (mountafn) Dans(VH 2255) and ware zapable of actins es 2 reaction force
_"*4f the camp uere artacked, The 613th PL Mobile hfant:y Bn was located R
1n the Muenghien{lil 3021) arca, about 100" kns west-southwest of the px'hon. v
+-  but on occasion it operated tn the gencral proximity of the prison. Tha . S
prison s comcndcd by PL dajor B.o u m Phommahaxal, a former FL generu
who-had been Supreme’ Comaander of PL forces and & deputy to Kaysone —: ~ L
Phomvihanc. Boun had been demoted becam of sdulterous behavior. Bﬂ.t RREEIERE
deputy vas Siaxa 1 }hhoseu‘. _ s L St

-..-...._ *

7. ‘l‘be approximatcly 800 p'iloneu in the camp 1n 1959 vere ccmpose,d .
of Lao and Thai nstioaals and wera divided into Four eategories. There were
no known American prisoasrs 1r:..rceraud in t!n eanp. oL
- a. Category b1 ptisoners conszisted of eap:ured loya.l Lao cavernm.nt N
(‘.'u.ui irzegular forses trzinsd to operate as small teams in the rear arcas . -
of J-controlled rarritory, c..ptured Thai socldiers who refuscd to cooparate o
. with the 2L, and persons suspectad of being LG intelligzence agents. These
. maxdpur goenrity nrisoners woere held in uaderground cens, were fod 4 smail

poriisa of ries onc: daily, wore not allowed to bathe and were mot provided ;
madieal ¢ize.’ ;..c;’.’:te ":em: rzaacled at all tives. - - .- e e

Y. Latezory 1I was conposeu of tho..e gtisoncrs from C.\tc'ory Iwho | = -
had repented and vho cconarzated with the PL. They were hald separately éa  °.
:hc rear sesticn of a eave locaced on the prison grounds. They were fed a
_ moderat: amount of rice twice daily which was somstimes supplementad with -
loeally gtwn vegetables and canned meat obisined from Horth Vietmn. -
- y - AN

£ cJte-vory 111 consis:od of persons a ~ested for ninor crimes and
these prizonars from Category 11 who the XL felr had been rehabilitated. - - ...
They were kept in the forward scction of the same cave which held Category =
I1 priscners. The treatment of categoty 11 and III pdsoners uas vety Lo
eimilar, . , L T ““"“‘.‘ -

- Category IV was the latgest eategory,, onsisting nf abon: 600

© RLG :oldiers who were captured om the Nam Bac(TH 3582) battleficld in- 1968: * -
© They were guartered in szall L.-o-.,tyXe buildings scattered about tha c .

prison grounds and were allowed to leave the camp perimcter on work detailsge - - .
Ibcy werc treated otherwise nuch the syme as those in fategories 11 and 1.
ﬁ&:ﬂcut. Thore have been many reports that pris..ners taken at Nam - -
¢ were taken to the Sum lleua arca. These prisoncrs were used on road _’_‘ Lo
construction 2ad as eoolies, and some_ware incoroorat:d {ato Reuanist >
cBaitallams, Lozt of the v a......,, housvas, :‘-dic"te‘.' that thase :.*'-a:..;'s

were kept {a tha Eang L.-n*x oz) vic-ni:y.)
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