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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AOGENCY

29 July 1958
SUBJECTs SNIE 71-S0: Franoe and North Africa

THE PROBLEM

To estimate probable developmonts in Algeria, Tunisia, and Moroceo
over the next few months, with particular reforence to their implications
for the future wostern position in tho arce,

CONCLUSIONS

As Develormonts over tho mext fow months will be cruciel to French
chances of retaining a special position in North Africas Failure of
France to make substantial progress toward rosolving the oonfliot in
Algeria would inorease strains in its reletions with Morooco and Tundaia
mmanmstmnnlymt&poﬁuonotmnham?
in North Africa. Do Goulle is trying to prepare the wey for a North
African solution by establishing his authority over the military and
civilisn Multras® in Algeria, and by seeking to oonvinoe the Mosleoms that
bo 18 to be trustode (Parase 1<li, 7, 9)




Be De Gaullo has been vague about his policy, but he mey offer

the Moslems hope by proposing some form of automony for Algeria. He
attaches great importance to Moalem participation in the referendum
and eloctions which are to take placo in tho corly falle Despite
bitter FLN (Front de liburation Nationale) opposition to Moslem

participation, the French can probobly securo the appoarance of sube
stantial Moslem suprort. We believe, however, that de Gaullc has less

than an even chance to porsuade the FLN locdors to cooporate with him

rather than to set up a governmenteineoxilos De Oaulle’s chances would
be botter if his relctions with Morocco and Tunisia improved and thoy urged
the FLN to accopt moderate termse (Parase 2, 9, 10, 11)

Ce Tho establishment of a government-in-exile, which ecould come at
any time, would make negotiations between the French and the FLN virtually
impossible. Although de Osulle would attempt to develop alternative
Moslen leadership, we believe that the FLN would probably contimme
sufficlent resistance to provent a settlement in Algeria, Morocoo
and Tunisia would feel compelled to recognizd the FLN government, a
m0ve which would end friendly relations between these countries and Franco.
Extremist and anti-Western foroes throughout North ifrica would be greatly
strengthened, and their leaders would probabdly turn to Egypt and the Bloc
for assistance and support (Parase 12, 13, 1)
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