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OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Gopies to: Charge d'Affaires, Canadian Emha,aa&, Mascow,
Chisf, Burcpean Divislon, I.'I‘.R.B,; OTTAWA,
Moetings with Mr, Pankovski, State Soientific

and Technical Comnittes

. | Dr, Harrison, Canadian Department of Mines and Technical _
Surveys, mentioned to the Charge d'Affaires that Mr. Pankovaki, of the |

State Seientific and Technical Committee wished to meqy me,

replaced Yr. Farmokoveky in mid-November as the “Bxpert” liatson office
dm“w'%ﬁ" Canada o0, mabhers of exchengs of technica missions,  Aj this :
18 5ur only difect entry and principal dontust With Tils Coomiittee, I was .

" interested to make lMr. Pankovski's aequaintance and arranged that he and :
DUr, Harrison come to my hotel after work on Menday, Janvary 32 7‘ — f e S

2 The conversation was quite a general one, ranging over
the field of interssts between the Committee and Yanads and each of our
types of work, Huring which Mr, Pankovski mentioned that for two years (I
believe 1956-1958) he had been Aesistant apd thes Milltery Attache in.
Turkey, and had beel demob{lf¥ed 8die eight months ago, P

Se ; On behalf of Mr, Wheeler, President of Ontario: Building
Materiale Ltd,, who visited the Soviet Union in 1960, I had offisially
requesgd a publi:gtiog. Yr. Pankovakg. gave me this publicatio;mﬁ :}t;e the
Bame t' 2 aﬂk Ln’& - g{ N ,-'-gwg;m‘gwn 9\ LS Rl T A R €y S ,Sw-):. Eg i .Mgggg_-z.x»;c-:‘-:x.'m,uq
Amprican Hibassy., “fhtool%{% the I%tﬁ:; thg gﬁ%igwago s%mze immocupns
personal-notediising out of sequaintance in Turkey, and that the name of
the pergon would be on it. !

4a Our meeting was short as Dr. Harrison and Mr, Pankovski
had & dinner engagement, and, st Mr, Penkoveki's suggestion, arranged
that he would come to my hotel for a drink sfter work on Wednesday,

Janusry 11,

Se When I looked at the letter received from Mr, Pankovsiki
it turned out to be a bulky envelope, doubly sealed with tape and without
the name of the sddressee. I decided to return the snvelope to .
+ Pankovski at first opportunity with the explanation that I was in no
sition to pass over unknown contents to unidentified Anericans,

6. On Wednesday at, 7 PeM. Mr, Pankovsii, dropped in and I
offered him z drink and a ehair, ha taking the former, but declining
the latter as it faced onto the door, and instead acked if he might sit
on a divan on the opposite side of the room, I happened to haveithe
record player on, and in view of thie start of proceedings kept it on
during Mr. Pankovski's stay, : :

Te : I started the conversation on topics of our mutual
interests vie-a-vis the State Selentific and Technieal GComnitiee,

¥r. Pankovskl almost immediately asked whether I had delivered the letter,
to which I replied that I had not since I was in no position to deliver
unknown contents on behalf of Soviet citimens, He took the letter,
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8, Mr, Pankovski appeared somewhat agitated upon first |
entrance and never seemed to regain full composure, I triad to cut the
trend of conversation and discuss only those matters which came strictly
within the realm of his normal liaison funmction on behalf of the State
Seientific and Technical Committee. This was to no avall and Mr. Penkovski
persistently reverted to the thems of the importance for him to meet with
someons from the U,3, Bmbassy, I prompted none of his subsequent,
conversation and througheut tried to emphasise the importance to my position
bn commercial matters of developing normal relations with the State
Scientific and Teechnioal Committee, .

( o He gaid that although he eould perhaps understand ay
action in not undertaking to be a go-betwesn with the Americans, his fate
jwas now in my hands - he hoped I would not inform anyons, (presumably the
Soviets). He ssid he had been trying desperately the last six months to
find vome way of approaching the Amerisans, and thought that with his ,
prezent positlon in the State Solentific and Teshnical Lommittes, Cansdian
offielals would make this possible. He offered to show me the contents of
the ordginal letter, which i deci.inod, and said that additional to a .
document on ballietiec missiles, it contained his personal letters to each ——
fot Prosident ﬁ*iaen%o”w??‘fmmmwhn Kannedy, He said he had hoped
to pass on more documents, thereupon taking out of his pocket a large
thickly packed envelope, '
i
|

. His determination remained, he said, to contact the
Americans to whom he wanted to pass valuable informetion and that a final
objJective was to get out of the Boviet Union with his wife and daughter,
Almost in passing he mentioned that he was expariencing financial problems,

11, Again he esiced that I arrange for him to meet someons
from the U.S, Embasmy, either through an invitation to the Yansdian Embassy,
or a luncheon invitation, and if neither of these, that at least I inform

i the Americans of hie interest. He explained hie inability to go direstly
to the U.B, Embassy because of the Soviet police guards, and that sven at
{the State Selentific and fechnical Committes it wam an almost inverisble
jrule that two Soviets must be present when a foreigner ¢alls, He offered
ime his home phone number, which I expressed myself willing to have, but
‘puggesting that I would be able to reach him at his office.

12, I deelined everything resulting from this one-sided
gushing flow, mentioning only that I would hope to be in touch with hiam

at the State Scientific and lechnical Committes on our continuing commercial
interests, I invited him to stay for dinner but he ssid he Just didn't
feel up to it and so ended our 40 minute conversation in Bnglish,

13, I am somewhat at & loss to amsess the motivations
behind these meetings. Mr. Penkeveki is about 47, has a pleassnt
personality and would appesr to have reasonable capaelity, The rush of
| @vents in our brief meetings ecertainly instilled me with despest caution,
He apparently is the type that has little hesitaney to ask for personsl
favours as evidensced by his requests to Dr. Harrison for various items
from Canada such as salve for ammsma, stc,, which he assunas Dr. Harrison
will send to the Hubasey to be passed over, He certainly went into un-
called for detail in our conversations in commenting on matters such as
having the record player on, the hasards of phoning his office, repeating
that his fate was in my hands, spacifically mentioning doounents and
|letters, expresasing his regret that apparently I was not quite convinced
{of his sincerity of purpose in wishing to aontact the U,S5. Kdbasey, ete
'a partial explanation might be the melodramtic of his previcus position
ias military attache, .
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1o Very sbviously his positicn with the State
Selentific and Technical Committes ie & minor one, with low salary,
and a grest come-down from his military career. It is lijcoly that
wmm,&mg&. : '

15. If he is honest in his profesaed desire tc pass
information of value to the Ameriecans and have he and his fandly leave
the Soviet Union, he 1s dangerously talkative. If these are not the -
motivations, association of Canadian persennel with him, except at
the strictest &£ficlal level,is highly undesirable, -

bt s o, G

Willlam Van Vldet.




