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i. (SUMMARY. VIET CONG (VC) POLICY TOWARD PRISONLRS 0O
WAR (POW'S) WHICH DATES BACK TO THE RESISTANCE AGAINST THE

FhiNCH IS STILL APPLICABLE TO U.S. POW'S. BASICALLY, THE

CAPTUKING OF THE MAXIMUM NUMBER OF U.S. FORCES IS ENCOURAGL.D,

IN OnDER THAT THEY CAN BE EXPLOITED FOR INTELLIGENCE PROPHGAIDA

AND POLITICAL PURPOSES. THIS POLlCY HAS NOT ALUAYS BEZN S
CARKIED OUT, HOWEVER, BECAUSE VC TROOPS WERE NOT AWARE OF 11,VBECAU

THEY SCUGHT TO AVENGE THEIR COMRADES BY KILLI\G THE EhEMY,E
BECAUSE OF DIFFICULTIES ENCOUNTERED.IN TEANSFERBING PRISGNERS
TO THE COMMAND POST, AND BECAUSE IT WAS EASIER TO KILL PGI'5S

WHEN THE UNIT HAD TO WITHDRAW UNDER DIFFICULT CIRCUMSTANGE: «

VC MILITARY KEGION (MR) FIVE UNITS HAD TAKEN NO U.S. PthGi ZRS

IN THE LAST TWO YEARS. AS A RESULT, A THREE-PHASE CAMPAIGS:

WAS INAUGURATED. IN EARLY 1966 TO INDOCTRINATE ALL CADRES AiD
TROGPS IN THE VC PoOw POLICY, TO DISSEHINATE SLOGANS AND OPEEATIuNAL
PLANS FOR CAPTURING U.S. TKOOPS ALD TO RECAPITULATE THE i

SUCCESSES OF THE VARIOUS UWITS IN CAPTURING U.S. FORCES.)

-

2. VC GEWERAL HEADQUARTERS DOCUMENTS WHICH DEALT WiTH

‘I— I
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POGLICY TOWARD U.S. POW'S MADE THE FOLLOWING THREE POINTS LN

ASSESSING THE POSITION OF U.S. TROOPS IN SOUTH VIETHAL (SUN>: T

WHEN U.S. ECONOMIC AND TECHNICAL ADVISORY AID TO SV FAILLCD TG

PnODUCE- RESULTS, THE U.S. WAS FORCED TO SHOW ITS TKUE COLONIALIST
~ INTENTIONS BY SENDING TROOPS TO SVN AND BOMBING NORTK VIETNAL;

CHVEY, AN ACTION WHICH PROVES -THAT THEY ARE AGGRESSORS AND WnICH

VILL EARN THEM THE CONDLMNATION OF ALL RROGRESSIVE PEOPLE I!‘f -

THE WORLD. (2) INCREASED U.S. TKOOP STRENGTH PROVIDES MORE

OPPORTUNITIES FOR CAPTURING AND KIDNAPPING AMERICAN PERSON sEL

AND FOR CAKRYING OUT PROPAGANDA EFFORTS AIMED AT ENCOURAGING
U.S. FORCES TO DEFZ(RDERS AND TO SUPPORT THE VC REVOLUTIONAB

CAUSa, BECAUSE THE U.S. TROOPS, PAHTICULA?LY OFFICEHD, ALT“GUGH
WELL TRAINED, ARE AFRAID OF THE HARDSHIPS OF WAR._ (3) MO:T

U.5. SERVICEMEN ARE DRAFTEES FKOI THE WORKING CLASS WHO hPV

BEEW DELUDED BY THE U.S. GOVERNMENT INTO THINKING THAT THEY ARE
FIGHTING TO DEFEND THE FKEE WOKLD. RHE TASK OF THE VC IS 10

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE FACT THAT THE U.S. FORCES ARE FAR Fiom

HOWE AND ENGAGED IN A DIFFICULT GUERRILLA WAR, BY WIKhIiG THE!

UVEix, ZVEN THOUGH THEY ARE NOT CAPTIVES, BY HAKING THEM AkAKh
OF THE TRUE NATURE OF THEIR MISSION IN VIETNAM, THEREBY SCWING

1.3(a)(4)
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RALAAR-A

UDISUWNITY IN THEIR RANKS.

5. THERE IS A THREEFOLD PURPOSE IN TAKING U.S. PRISONE;S:
THEY CAN BE EXPLITED FOR INTELLIGZNCE PURPOSES; THEY CAN B.  — — -
EXPOLITED FOR PROPAGANDA AND COUNTER-PROPAGANDA PUKPOSLS T.ROUGH
nADIOC BROADCASTS AND INTERVIEWS PUBLISHED IN THE NEUTHALIS" -

AWD PRO-COMMUNIST PRESS; THEY CAN BE USED POLiTICALLY TO FURTHER
THE CAUSE OF CONMMUNISM BEYOND THE LIMITED CONTEXT OF VIETN..v 3Y

PnOPAGANDIZING, THEM, BRAIN WASHING THEM, AND CONVERTING THi.v — —
INTO COMMUNIST OR PRO-COMMUNIST CADRES WHO WILL WORK ACTIViLY

"FOR THE PARTY IN THEIR OWN COUNTRY AFTER THEY HAVE BEEN REI.ZASED.

4. THE VC ALSO WANT TO TAKE A LARGE NUMBER OF CAPTIVES
IN ORDER TO BE ABLE TO CALL FOR AN EXCHANGE OF POW'S. DURING

-THE PAST TWO YEARS, HOWEVER, MR FIVE HAS CAPTURED NO U.S.
" MILITARY PERSONNEL IN SPITE OF WUMEROUS ENGAGEMENTS. THERLFORE

'DURING AN MR FIVE CELEBRATION HELD IN EARLY 1966 IN THE JUIGLE
AREA OF SON HA DISTRICT, QUANG NGAI PROVINCE, FIELD GRADE
PCLITICAL OFFICER MAJOR GENERAL CHU HUY. MAN AND DEPUTY FIELD

GRADE POLITICAL OFFICER SENIOR COLONEL TRINH CALLED OWN ALL
UNITS TO MAKE A THOROUGH STUDY OF PARTY AND NVN GOVERWIEWT

1.3(a)(4
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POLICY ON POW'S AND .TO EXECUTE IT CORRECTLY. FAILURE TO D0 SO
JOULD RESULT IN SEVERE PUNISHMENT. COLONEL TRINH THEWN INAGURATED
A THREE-PHASE CAMPAIGN BY PRESENTING A TYPICAL VC UNIT WITH A

"SYMBOLIC™ ROPE FOR TYING UP PRIOSNERS.
5. THE FIRST PHASE OF THE CAMPAIGN CONSISTED OF AN
INTENSIVE INDOCTRINATION OF ALL CADRES AND TROOPS ON THE Fow
POLICY WHICH HAD BEEN IN EFFECT SINCE THE TINE OF THE RESISTANCE
AGAINST THE FRENCH, BUT WHICH HAD NOT ALWAYS BEEN CARRIED OUT
EFFECTIVELY. THIS PHASE, WHICH LASTED THREE MONTHS, FRON iARCH
THHOUGH MAY, WAS FIRST ORGANIZED BY THE PARTY COMMITTEES Ar

DIvVisiow, REGIMENT, AND BATTALION LEVELS AND THEN NON- PAhT{

MEMBEiS WERE SUBJECTED TO INDOCTRINATION, THE ADVANTAGES JF TAKING

LIVE PLISONERS WAS STRESSED, AND TKE FOLLOWING REASONS WER© GTVFN Fok
VC CADRES AND SOLDIERS FAILURE TO DO SO IN THE PAST:

THE VC WERE NOT AWARE OF THE INPORTANCE OF TAKING Pow's, 1HhY VANTED
10 AVENGE THEIR CAMRADES BY SLAUGHTERING THE ENEMY; THERE WERE
DIFFICULTIES AND HARDSHIPS INVOLVED IN TRANSFERKRING FRfso{i§§’Fnom
THE UNIT TO THE COMMAND POST; AND WHEN A UNIT WAS SURROULDED -

Ok HAD SUFFERED MANY CASUALITES PRISONERS WERE KILLED TO I AKE WITQDRAW(

EASIER .
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S« THE SECOND PHASE OF THE CAMPAIGN, WHICH STARTED IW

JUNE 1966 AND WAS SCHEDULED TO CONTINUE THROUGH JANUARY 1957,
WAS ENTITLED "EMULATION FOR CAPTUKING ANERICANS". SLOGANS SUCH

A5 A LIVE POV IS EQUAL TO TEN DEAD AMERICAN AGGRESSORS" w_pg
DISSEMIWATED AND OPERATIONAL PLANS BASED ON THESE SLOGAWS /ERE.

FOxMULATED. ALL SOLDIERS AND CADRES HAD TO OBTAIN ROPES, iND

PiIGR TO AN OPERATION THE LEADERS CHECKED TO MAKE SURE THE

THO0PS HAD THEM. THOSE WHo DID yor HAVE ROPES WERE SEVERELY
PUNISHED. THE VC WERE ORDEKED Tg ENGAGE IN CLOSE COMBAT iN

CKDER TO TAKE u.s. PRISONERS. THEY WERE ALSO ORDERED TO TREAT

UeS. POW'S WELL, TO GIVE THEM ENOUGH TO EAT, TO BEHAVE POLITELY,
AND TO ATTENPT TO F.‘ROPAGAN'DIZE THEM. POW'S WERE TO BE TRANSFERRED

TO THE COMMAND POST AS S0ON AS POSSIBLE DESPITE THE DIFFICULTIES

INVOLVED, EVEN IF THE PRISONER HAD TO BE CARRIED. :UPOW WITHDRAWING
WHEN SURROUNDED BY THE ENEMY, POV's, WOUNDED, AND DEAD SHOULD

BE EVACUATED FIRST, THEN WEAPONS AND FINALLY THE UNIT.

7o THE THIRD PHASE, WHICH was SCHEDULED TO BE KELD IN ZARLY
1967, wAS TO BE A RECAPITULATION OF SUCCESSES AND CELEBRAT:.ONS

- 1.3(a)4)

(classification) (dissem controls)

:
T et ——————




IN =21345
]

PAGE 7 OF 7 PAGES
1.3(a)(4)

(elassificucion) (dissem controls)

UNI‘D.

STATE USAID JUSPAO USMACV USARV NAVFJRV
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