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' VC.dug trenches beforé a batils for Allled\iriﬁoners--of war (PO4's) that they
- dnticipated capturing.; These were Yised for/p*otéct tégaiﬁst tombing and
% wers only prepared for Qngagemenbs' expected},tof_last ,m&ré than -one~haif Hour.,
- Upon capture, the POW!s were eva(:uated"to, a-médigal’ cam}iv peaxr the bLattleground;
“from there, Vietnamese prisoneré were’ ‘sent - tg" dietmot ‘dnd higher lovels; U.S.
POW's were taken through & stri@‘h ﬁn;l Privifice to The Céntral Office For SVN ’ i
. {COSVN ), Wounded prisoners were iéft at the site of tMe confliet wirn the *1shting
-.was near & road or an Allied post'\vhen there wag 1f{ttle change of their being
"rescued, the wounded were taken tc\thaNNC base’ﬁ?mp. VC had to treat POW's
. welly if a soldier violated this rule, he was criticised ULy his supervisor, and
. Lf he continued the mistreatment, he was criticised again and ra~educated.

‘Cadres were criticised and subszquently aent to a Rear Services unit if they
' continuedviolation of the rles, =
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_“February 1907, ihe YU dup trendhes in their camps near the command post :
prior to a Lassle - n vrenches were wed f or Allied POW's whom the VG '

-expected to cupture dwsring the battle. The trenches were to protect the

" prisoners from artillery fire and bombings. POW's .sat in group of three |,

.near the holes, and when the sneiling began they were told to jump into

“them. Tho pricsan™ were nob tied, but one VC was assigned to watch all

© of bhem, A tren:

- vne Qesignod for only one to three men to attenuate
" the effects of the sowmbing. The number of trenches dug depended on an estimate
. from the bLaltelion commander as t6_how many would be taken; however, ©
there was no directive to capbure a certein number. The commander based
" his guess ~n ths siue of the unit to be attacked. Trenches were only dug
vhen ths coreundsr ¢icided that the battle would last more than one-half
~ ~hour, after aoneidecring the size of the opponent, the type of unit, the -
“i . terrain awl wiother or nob eneny reinforcements or air support wers expected;#

-~ Most captiired ARVW Soldiers”gnder,thg,rank;gi,so:gegnt were given a fi—z to
+ 10 minute bricfing on the policies of the National “ront For The Liliorasion
_Of SVN (NFLSYW). sinco the cadres realized that these men had beon fa-zed

by the GV to rfight. A squad wag assigred to take &1l othe» POW'a < R,
comedical evacuation point about 1000 mesers from this batblefi-dd; <

crtion
for each vattle was de“2rmined by the battalion cemmander; 1% was centially
+located among all participating vnits for easy evacustion and okusrvation

. 0f 'the battle, and yzt far enocugh away to avoid artillery fire. T+ was
~usvally lecatefl in the Sorash to prevent detection by alreraft, but Lf this

= - wad hot practicable, thas crntire mediecal cumplex moved to a safer area asg
‘soon as ths wounded wer: evacuated from the battlefield. Daring 27 phascs
of evacuabtion, ths healthy FOW's were not tied, but assigned one to a VC
squai, to permit both sdeduate safeguarding ard rapid movement.

tile in cn area near a road or an Allied pess, wounded
PGW'zs wera c: “oant than abandoned. It was felt that the Allies
cwonld rescus them within ons-hslf ur, and thet 1f the VC hed to evacuate
them throuzh mora then five to seven kilometers of densa forect, they would

‘ 2 it would ke alowed d-own unnecessarily. Hoviever, if
_the battle ware foughi in a fyrasted araa where there was 1ittle ekance

.08 the priscnzre sered, the! V0 had no choise but to cerry tham to

- the V¢ bace camp. All vouaded Allind prisoners and V0 wers trestod aliks;
~the most sericus susesriere treatad Fivat Injured prisoner trizd_to escape,
V0 soldiers wonl” w1 after bim. TP they could not citeh him, ‘or¢ werning

" ehot was fired. ' thie waad rct heeded, goldiers shot and wounded the POW..:
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1 the medical station wag effected immzdiately after the
dlsbrict or province first, deperding on which
hat dietrict for one to two days it this losation
vias sale, L~ coax te with cormo-liaiscn agent, and then sent to preivinca,
If the aine a8 nob’secure they were svacuated to prdvince immediately;
thees rawors wete proceased for those going to higher echsions. U.S. POW'3
“wava rend aa prlekly as nousible threugh distristy province, and licadjvarters

- Evacuation
. battle, P
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Gificeve 00 9 and hagd vanking enlisted mern wers re-advcated at province
Levsl and th Jezeed S0 ge cither So GUN or VC controlled 'areas, Viet- :
maizne officersg tlrovgh $he rank of scnior lieudenan’ were sent to MR hzad.-
quartsrs foo nterropaticn and re~-egtucabtion; higher vaenking Vietnamese

T T S mer s vere Laken throuplr MR heodguarters to COSVYN. One comms-liaison "
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& FUs for caly sach portion of the journey. from district to ‘
nally three wan a one to two wait at each level while coordination

i

e COBTN, nince their safely could nob be gaaranted, Vistnamese Non-.Commissioned

-+ with comao-disison agents; however an emorgency means was found
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to evacuate them if there was not adequate food and lodging té:accomodate ﬂ?_ i
the prisoners at any given level, U.S.:prisoners were given bread, if "
available, or rice cakes, and tea. Other POW's had one liter or rice &

-day and eight plasters worth of food, which included tea, bought by. the.

unit at the local market. It was believed by the VC that:GVN:troepa-did-

not have niuch to eat. Therefdre, according:to Source, COSVN: ordered :the

VC to give more food-to anyone who needed it, ‘

All VO were to treat POW's well, Cadres who violated the rules were cri:
ticieed by their supervisor in front of the entire unit and then not given-
apy work to do. If they continued to disobey VC policy they were sent to.
_-Rear Services and not allowed to participate in combat until they changed
their behavior. No cadres were known to tommit more than one violation,
becauce of the humiliation they realized they would suffer if not permitted
to fight. Cadres were considered by Source to have the power to do what:
, they wented, whereas. goldiers just carried out orders. Hovever, a cadre :
had to set the example for éveryone and if he mistreated a POW, the incident ¢
"~ was more serious. When a soldier violated the regulations, ke was criticised
. and released from combat until he admitted his mistake, during whizh time.
he stayed at the unit. For minor offenses, the soldier was firsh criticised
-in private by his immediate superviscr and thereafter by hia unit cornander
An front of the entire unit, After;repeated violations, roldisra would a2lso.

te re-educated. The man had to write down the entire segusnde of events,
" then read his dissertation in'front of the unit and explain it part by part.
Subsequently, the unit members. had the ooportunity to comment if thesy felt
~the violator had not béen complete or torrect in his analysis;.howcver, they
“rarely made any additional statements. - The entire process. took eprroximately
two hecurs. In this mamner, political officers used czues of misire:tment
to remind others of the prdper prisonsr-handling procedures: Examples of
minor offenses included: one case which occurred in 1963 when g''soldier
beat 4 POW, Major offenses includnd shooting a POW without an order, an
example of which was publicdized bty GOSVN, when, in 1963, a soldier shot
and wounded three ARVN soldiers in CU CHI District, HAU NGHIA Provinecs,
It was known that at times soldiors took out their anger on Allied prisoners
~by shooting at them afier they fell inte VC hands, but no gpecific instances
-were known to Source, After a vidlation, the immediate .supsrvimor and the

man involved would apclogisze to the prisoner, ‘becaase. i the POW wore an
officer, the lower-ranking offendeér might not be able to Gommuni: =t .
éffectiyely with him; if the violator were of higher -ank than the prisoner,
. there would be an argumént betweem the two.” From 1961, to 1963 regilations :
" regarding POW trestmont were not as strietly enforced; howsver; .after .1963, '
when the situation’ became progressively more difficult for the VC, greater
effort was mede to enforce the rules. _ o . -
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