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1.4 in Portugal [k montns in 1953-5% 7,
I k23 en o*aortus* ty to observe the reactions of 1a¥BY¥ cou two specific occasioms.
Y=y Doy (l ey 5%) and the gensral elections of Seplecber 1653 afrorded taese
Toartunities. ' : ' : : L

I-zs ‘3*3::1.1*.5 ‘with a cloth finishing com?rny {Cazons :’ﬂ*lo) in CO'VL:UM., a city
o2 ezout 25 thousend, o2 My Day-195k. Im 211 the itize I spent in Fortugal,

It ;1 not observed the pill hends es agitated and bitizr s they were that day. |
Szveral days prior to 1 May, a potice had been pleced oa the company bulletin
toard indicating thet the mill would work a $ull dzy oz Mzy D2y. TFurcther,
skould the pzople pot come to wurk, drastic measures world be taken agzinst the
2331, (I 213 heer of ome mid) irm & neardy towz nwewe—: the workers did pot

LEEITT } 21 the plant was clesed indefinitely.) %She woskers et Campos Mello,
Covilha, reporied as instructed but under ouvious rr“otest. Although they did

ot zive vent to their feslings vhere they could be overbsard by the soldiers
or police, many grushled to me. Comments ranmged from tasir "ank of frezdou”
15 za‘;eaem.s a‘ocut beling tr ea;ted "like enimals.”™ Szlzzer wes verbally torn |

[ Vi . . .

3. Local police and poldiers were 211 over totm ani out on the rozds 1eeiing in
Zres the hidls., As Ter as I conld find out, tkere were nc dexmonstrations in
t.»e town, ‘Toe vresence of the soldiers waes e @efinitle dsierreat To open

cxsressions of hostlllty, Tor individuslly, the pecple vére aroused. . TR
5. I"T'-,.;-';'Lg how di,stu;bea. the peovle -’ere on May Dzy, I could not hele but notice :
it2 complete xeversal Chf form that 100k plece the pext day. There was no '
&gmv=bling end 25 far es I could see, eny reseatzent hal disevpezred. It was
elrnst es if the gtora of the previous day hed blown its2)f out end it wvas -
aszin caln, It raggmad that way the re zaipder of gy lics tllnre - *
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TRGLe \1 with M2y Day 195% the elections of S sptezber 1953 were very quiet.
gynpe Yere few if pay coz=ents on vhat I thou sht was & highhended vay of
R

Juatinz the voting. T6e workers scemeld to scept- -the fect that they had v
1o vote ezd that only those on en r:’.‘":‘o.red 1iet cowld east e oellot.  The clty
was 2l of soldlers exd police, bul levor presented N0 rroblems.’ - 7

-

Tae attituie of rost of the will 'h=rnis with vhoa I ceme ia gootect was most
Ta- w»‘b}e 1o the U3. Tsf:y esked ell kinds of qx.-’sdoks anrd were thoroughly
< with the leex oF "M**-" fysten 4p US industry. They bowed end
dof7ed their hats to epy coxpany e:cevutives end vould mod tm'}». of enzaziag
4n coiversatlioa with then,  Alnost without exception the worzers would like .
{0 get to the US, Miny bave relatives pow residipg hera. The local paper -
cerries & coluza eloosi exclusively dsvoted to the kevw Fedford ead Fall River
area of Ilassxhl_ﬁ,.s. Tovever, ihey sre gvarg of the fact thet on weges of
60 cents ic US3Y a &=y, thay will never make it. But dreamlike, ibe hope
exists 2lmost 25 2 rip To the Premised Tend., - . : ) -

.- _l._ N
5a73 Wil 3053 tal_‘.f. of Ce: 'hmi_ﬂ»a out the thovzhi farthast fron most o;
the workers® pind On two occesions that 1 cen recal_l, I beard men telking
£nd heard thez =ny t:au trey ceriainmly could rot bave less freedom with
Comzmmisz, t ro one gave the thought serions consideration. Undoudbitedly,
. the 1C0 per cent Cetholic roprlation end the sirong influence of the C‘Wchh
gcts es a det e:n.,at less\. I beerd that idea expressod T

o I .Joace"i that the Portoguess zre t%l:mb ad"antf-.;se of t,._~. Cenzdizn iwmaigraticn
quota 223 zxe moving to that country. The locel chief of police in Covllhd

t01d me ithet it was the bope of those ke knzw ho bad lefi-for Cene ada that
they could evenituaily get to the US. .

erest to re vas the roaction of the workers in the Po"b‘\bﬂrg cese in the
US. It wes given congiderchle space in The nedspapers and a2 though tbere exists
& hi: psrcentage of 3117 =
scquaini=d with the ca:~Ln sretber rough estimate I -*ould zy that 8O per cent
£ those with waom 1 teliked or heard discussing the case thougit the Bosenbergs
o . .
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sx among the vorkers, they wvere negveriheless vell-




