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Soviet Sub~arine Ackﬂdrn!s ‘ ‘

Y. A Soviet nuclesr-powered submarine frorm the Northern
Fleet suffeced a nuclesr radiatton accident while on patrol off .
the eastern coast of North Arerica fn December 1872, Standard
opcrating policy for any nuciearradiation probler on board a
sutnerged bost was to isolate the sccident space from the rest
of the subrarine as scon 83 possible. In this case, the sccident
octturred in the spaces of the Mine-Torpedo Departrment {£/Ch-3)
tn the forward secttion of the submarine and fnvolved nucliear
radistion leaksge from o nuclesr tarpedo. Doors were immedisgtely
secured in accordance with regulations and some crew members

were trapped nith1n the space where the nuc\eur radiat‘on 1cakage
occurred.
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Y ~e p _ ' in the n:rra'n'r-
3 ‘. . t a speed of two to
rcts, 1t reguired sin weeks to tow the suclepr-powered
subrarine to Severororsk, arriving there in Fedryary 1573, The
¢rew rembers trapped fr the forwsrd space fnfitielly consumed

dry re*rons that were permanently storec in the corpartiment, and
later they received fooc through a sm2)] openirg fror the weather
geck. Ugor arrival at Severomorsk, crew merbers were permitted
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to debark the submirine. Several men died Shortly afser the

. eccident, othere tor, and the tota) dead from the accident
. ..sw”ov\_gl. The majority of submpr
member? guff Reo _gome form of radfation sickne

3.

5. In 1968, the entire crew of 90 men ‘perished when o
Northern Flect submarine fatled to return te, 1ts homeport at
Severomrrsk. The sudrarine had been on patre) and fts retyrn
was expected. Stancard policy wat for submartne- to rematn
sutrerged uwnt1l reaching Soviet territorfal waters, After the
Submarine vYafled to arrive, suthoritie: waited one or two days
Y and then startcd a scarch. Divers found the submarine on the
botier o9f the estuary to Kolskiy Zplfy, Wher the submarine was
recovered, 1t was dotermined that 211 food hsd beer consumed
and it was estima d e [ 1
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