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Centrai America:
The Refugee Dilemma (U)

Definitions gad Sosrces

People who have been forced from their hores by war
. ‘ Al or oppression are generally termed displaced parsons
' or DPs. If they remain in their native counlries, they
are referred to as irternally displaced persons. DPs
who have fled acrois an internatioral border are
known as refugees. The 1931 United Nations Coaven-
tion Relcting 1o the Srarus of Refugees defined a
refugee 3z @ perscn who *. . owing i religion.
nationality, membership in o particular social grokp.
or political opinion. is outside the couniry of Ais
naticnclity for habival rendencel and is unable, or,
owing 1o such fear, s wawtlling 1c avoil hmself of 13¢
protection of that couniry. * in Centraf America,
political refugees are aften difficult to distinguisa
from peple who hve Ieft their homes primarily for
economic reasons 'l gor
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The United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)

The UNMHCR has programs in Mexico, Hoaduras, ,
Cosia Rica, and Nicaragua. It oversces, rather than
manages, these programs, usually providing one rep-
reseniative and several observers in a host couniry. I
also provides the funding for refugee needs such as
Jood, clovhing. and shelter. Aid is direct, being
channeled through pubiic or privare organizations
such as the Red Cross o World Relief. These. in
turr, coordinate other relief elforts such a3 Caritas &
Carnolic Relief Service. Tie " NHCR s direct in-
« wolvement in refugee programs is minimal. {u)

In 1981, the UNHCK expended more iha
million in assisiance to Central American refugees, a
figure that is expecied 10 exceed 324 million iAis
yeur. Specific figurer for UNMCR programs are as
follows:

Nillion US §
1983 195¢
Mondoras 112 X
Costa Pica. 47 .
!’f‘i‘ o 9 (X}
Nicaragua e 14
)

In additivn. refugee maintenance depeads on contri-
butions by numerous private voluniary charitable

organizations and government assistance i ihe form
af services such os healik care and schooling. We do
not have refiable dara on the costs of these types of
refugee assistance. fu)
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Nicarogra Nicaragua hesis some 17,500 refugecs
from other Central American countries, mostly Salva-
dorans. In 1980 the first refugees came directly on
ferries across the Gotfo de Fenseca, but starting in
1981 most refugees have traveled overland through
Honduras. vhe Salvadoran refugee situation has re-
mained relatively stable in Nicaragua during the past |
year, with 2 small outflow matching an equally minor
inflow. Because Nicaragua integrates refuzees quick-
ly .nto the general populatior., anly one small refugee
camp and processing center fzmain. MNear Leon, it
housed some 450 Salvadorans in 1983 About 3,000
Salvadoran refugecs are receiving assistance from the
UNHCR. The only other “ignificant group of refu-
gees in Nicaragua are apptorimately 300 Guatema-
lans, of whom aboui 100 aie seceiving aid from the

UNHCR. (v}
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Appeodix B

The general economic picture in Central America has  payments preblems. Economic ectivity within the

been bleak far the past five years. Lavge foreign debis,
v coupled with declining production and deteriorating
terms of trade, have caused severe balance-of-

region has declined nearly 20 percent, and unemploy-
ment has risen W unusually high levels. Sev the table.

o Central American Ecosomies, 198}

Populaon  Poputivon  Changeis P Capa Lr-?-rﬂphr Balance of  Public

{mitlions) Growid (] 4 Change s ment Faymvats Forergn Detn

(perernd) (percens GOP (percent) {wuition thilliom US 8

(prrornd) us s _

Guatcrala 19 9 -10 -49 20 —183 14 .

Fi SaMvador st 16 -1.0 =36 0 -1 14 -
Hond st 4. 33 -0 -4 1 ~168 19
o 30 34 -0 -5 X - 643 1t
Costs Rica 24 24 ot -1 10 - 42 38

Thus uppendut it Vnclassfed.
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