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REUTER: DUARTE WEAKERS GOVERNMENT BY HANDLIKG KIDNAPPING
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((BY ROBERT BLOCK)) .

{{TEXT)), SAH SALVADOR, OCT 8, REUTER -- PRESIDENT JOSE
NAPOLEON DUARTE"S HANDLING OF RiS DAUGHTER'S KIDNAPPING HAS
WEAKENED H1S GOVERNHENT ANC SHAKEN HIS RELATIONSHIP WiTH THE ARNED
FORCES, MILITARY OFF ICIALS, GOVERMMENT OFFICIALS AND DIPLOHATS
SAY, .
THE RESULTS OF Taf CRISIS, THEY ADDED, COULD BE THE LOSS OF
THE PRESIDENTS MUTAORITY, A WAVE OF LEFTIST GUERRILLA SPONSORED
KIDHAPPINGS AKD A WIDESPREAD ABUSE OF HUMAH RIGHTS BY THE ARHY
IN 1TS SIX-YEAR-OLD CIVIL WAR AGAINST THE GUERRILLAS

"THIS IS THE EIGGEST CRISIS WE KAVE EVER FAGEC. 1} J0N°T THinw
THINGS ARL GOING TO BE OUITE THE SAME VITH T41S COVERLPENT <HEN
11 1S ALL OVER,™ ONE GOVERNMENT INSIDER SAID,

THE SOURCES AGREED THAT THE PROBLEMS STEMMED FROM DUARTE'S
APPARENT IHPOTENCE {N THE NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE KIDNAPPERS AND
KIS WILLINGHESS TO GIVE I TO THEIR DEMANDS

HILITARY OFFICERS, IN PARTICULAR, EXPRESSED THEIR DISAGREEMENT
VITH THL FRESIDENT'S DISPOSETION TO KAND OVER 25 OF TKL 3% SiPel
PRISONERS THE KIDHAPPERS WANT IN RETURN FOR INLS GUADALUFE DUARTE
DURAN AND A VOMAK CRFTURED WITH HER LAST RONTH,

ARHY COMHARDERS INITTALLY SYMPATHIZED WiTH CUARTE'S
PREDICANERT AMD BACRED A PLAR TO RELEASE A HANSFUL OF REE:L
PRESONERS. BUT THE POSITION HAS CHAKGED N RLIENT DAYS &5 11
Hes BLCOML APFARENT TMAT DUARTE WAS READY 10 COMPLY WITH NEiRiy
ALL TKE KIDNAPPERS WISHES.

DURING A RADIO CONTACT WITH THE KIDNAPPTRS MONITORED BY
REPORTERS LAST SATURDAY, DUARTE SAID HE HAD ALRTADY RELLASED
THREL PEOSLE O THE KIDKGPPERS' 1131 AND MAS RUADY 10 FRLt 22
MOAL. I ALSO ASKED THEH FOR HELP T0 CLARIFY THE CASES OF NINE
OTHER FLECLS THE GOVERNHMCNT COULD NOT ACCOUNT FOR,

fiAnY OFF ICERS BELIEVE DUARTE VAS SOFT ON THE KIDNAPPLRS AN
PLACED FAMILY CONCLRKS aBOYE NATIONAL INTERESTS,

“AS A FATHER VE UMDERSTAND WiM, BUT AS’A PRESIDENT THERE IS
ALSO THE BUSINESS OF NATIONAL SECURITY TO COMSIDER ... I ASK
HYSELF WHETHER THL INTCRESTS GF IHE COUNTRY ARE-INVOLVCD 1N ALL
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THIS, ™ A HIGH-RANKING FIELD COMMANDER TOLD REUTERS.

ACCORDING TO MILITARY OFFICERS AND GOVERNHEKT OFF [CIALS,
DUARTE DURAN‘S ABDUCTION BY LEFTIST GUERRILLAS APPEARS 10 BE
ATHED AT WEAKENING ODUARTE BY DRIVING A WEDGE BETWEEN HiS
CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENT AND YHE ARMED FORCES

DUARTE"S ABILITY AS THE FIRST CIVILIAN PRESIDENT IN EL
SALVADOR [N 58 YEARS TO WIN THE CONFIDENCE OF THE TOP BRASS
HAS BEEN A KEY TO CONSOLIDATING POWER IN TURMNING THE TIDE oOF
THE COUNTRY’S CIVIL WAR AGAINST THE GUERRILLAS

OFFICIALS NOW SAY THAT WITH THE XIDNAPPING OF DUARTE'S
FAVOURITE CHILD, THE GUERRILLAS MIGHT SUCCEED IN THEIR ATTEHPTS
T0 REVERSE THIS PROCESS.

"1T WAS A GOOD BLOW THEY (THE GUERRILLAS) DEALT US. THE
TENSIONS ARE GOING TO OPEN RIFTS BEIWEEN THE GOVERHMENT AND THE
ARMY, THE GOVERNNENT HAS ALREADY STARTED 10 VEAKEN, " A ToP
CHRISTIAN DENOCRAT ANO KEY GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL SAID.

THE OFFICIAL ADDED HIS MAIN FEAR WAS THAT HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES
IR EL SALVADOR, NOV ON THE DECLINE, WOULD INCREASE BECAUSE HANY l
ARHY OFFICIALS ANGERED BY DUARTE’S DECISION HIGHTY REFUSE TO
TAKE PRISONERS.

ONE TOP FIELD COMMANDER ALREADY TOLD REUTERS IT WAS ‘NOT
WORTH THE TROUBLE' TO CAPTURE GUERRILLAS IN COMEAT ANY MORE IF
THE GOVERNHENT WAS ONLY GOING TO ARBITRARILY RELEASE THEH LATER

OTHER OFFICIALS ALSO EXPRESSED CONCERM THAT DUARIE'S
NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE KIDNAPPERS HIGHT ENCOURAGE HMCRE ABDUCTIONS

THE GOVERNMENT'S POSITION HAS TAKEN A DRAHATIC TURM SINCE
THE DAYS IHHEDIATELY AFTER THE SEPTEMBER 18 KIDNAPPING.

GOVERKHENTS FROH AROUND THE WCRLD WAVE CONDEMNED THE REBEL
ACTIOR AND EXFRESSED SOLIDARITY WiTH DUARTE, TURNIKG WIS PERSONAL
TRAGEDY INTO SOMETHING OF A SHORTLIVED POLITICAL GOLD MINE.

"THEY (THE GOVERNMENT) HAD THE (NIYIATIVE BUT THEY DON'T
ANYHORE. 1T WAS TURNED AROUND AND THEY LOST 1T, ONE VESTERW
DIPLOHAT SAID.

OFFICIALS HOW SAY THE SITUATION CAR OKLY GROW WORSE AS THE
MEGOTIATIONS DRAG ON,

- DEFENCE MINISTER CARLOS EVGEN10 VIDES CASAWOVA, XAn€o 1Y
DUARTE T0 A SPECIAL THREE-HAN COMHISSION TO ADVISE NI CN
REGOTIAVION STRATEGY, TOLD REUTERS THAT THE PRESIDENT WAS BVWARE
OF THE KEED TO RESOLVE THE CRISIS AS FAST AS POSSIELE SO IKE
GOVERNHENT COULD STARY 7O REPAIR THE DAHAGE IT SUFFERED,

BUT 80 FAR THERE ARE FEW 'SIGNS THAT THE KIDRAPPERS ARE VILLING
TO -COOPERATE WITH DUARTE AND THEY HAVE ALREADY RCJECTED SOME »

"OF KIS COUNTER-DEMANDS, SOURCES CLOSE TO THE TALKS SAY

“NO HATTER WHAT THE RESULT, DUARTE 1S GOING TO LOSE AUTHORITY
HWHER THE WAR TOUCKED HIM HE BROKE. FOW CAN vOU HAVE AUTHCRITY
AFTER THAT?" OIE YOUNG O:FICER SAID

{ENDALL) 091507 29738572 €71
EOT
-t.‘ e
- Approved for Releasa

AUG 134,




