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SUBd: JAPANESE SAYS U.S. POW'S DETRINED IK SRV

SOURCE: TOKYO KYODO IX ENGLISH 1448 GMT 7 JUN 19
YEXT:

(CTEXY})  TOKYO, JUNE 7 KYODOD -- A FORMER JAPANESE DETAINEE 1X N
VIETKAN SALD WEDNESOAY FIVE OR S1X AMCRICAK PRISONERS OF WAR (POWS)
WERE STILL IN CAPTIVITY WHEN HE LEFT THE COUNTRY LAST JAKUARY.

IVAXOBU YOSKIDA, §5, A BUDDHIST MONK, TOLD KYODO NEWS SERVICE
TRAT TRERE WERE ABOUT 38 AMERICAN POWS WHEX KE WAS FIRST DETAINEC N
VIETHAN RS A POLITICAL PRISONER IX 1375,

YOSKIDA, WHO 1S NOW NOSPITALI2ED IN SAPPORO, SAID THEY WERE
BEING FORCED 10 ENGAGE IN CORSTRUCTION WORK,

Y. S, GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS RECEIVED THE SAME INFORMATION !N TOKYO
FROM YOSKIDA'S ELDESY DAUGHTER, KEIKO TAKATSUKA, 37.

**TRE REPORTS ARL NOT UNBELIEVABLE, THERE (S KO REASON T0
DOUBT XER STORY AND NER ATTITUDE,"” SAID A U.S. OFFICIAL WHO
DECLIKED TO BE NAMED.

**WE'LL SEND ALL REPORTS AND MATERIALS TO THE U.§5. T0 BE
STUDIED BY EXPERTS. WE VILL NOT ASSESS OR YERIFY THE REPORTS MERE,
THOUGK THEY ARE VERY INTERESTING,** THE OFFICIAL SAID.

TAKATSUXA QUOTED YOSHIDA AS SAYING KE SPENT THE LAST SEVEN YEARS
IN A KANOI PRISOM, WHERE TRE POWS SPOXE EXGLISH AND CALLED KIN
1

TRE FORCIGN DETAINEES WERE CALLED AMERICAMS BY VIETHAMESE
POLITICAL PRISONERS THERE. ONE OF TMEN NELPLD YOSHIDA VALK ON
DISCOVIRING ML XAD LEG TROUGLE, TAKATSUXA SAID.

‘DS!'HDA, A POLITICIAK TURKED BUDDKIST PRIEST, EMIGRATED TO
TIETNAN IN 1966 AND WAS GRANTED CITIZEMSHIP BY THE TMEN GOVERNMENT OF
SOUTH VIETXAM IX 1373, KE WAS DETAIKED AS A POLITICAL PRISOKER AFTER
THE FALL OF SOUTK VIETRAM EN 197S AND SPEXT MORE THAN 13 YEARS IX
CAPTIVITY, KE RETURNED TO JAPAN LAST JANUARY.

THE VIETKANDSE ENBASSY IN TOKYO REFUTED YOSHIDA'S REMARKS AND )
SAID THAT AS TNE VIETNAMESE GOVIRNMUNT KAS REPCATEDLY STATED IK TNE .
PAST, THERE ARC KO AMERICAN SOLDIERS CLEVING (N THE COUNTRY,

EMOASSY OFFICIALS GAID THLY RAVE KDVCR HDARD THAT AHCRICAK POWS

ME STILL BEING KELD 1K VILTRAN,
THL U.S. GOVCRNMINT WAS INSISTCD ON YKL POSSIBILITY THAT
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