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Headline: Foreign Ministry Sends Letter on MIA Photo
Source Line: BK2007150691 Hanoi VNA in English 1429 GMT 20 Jul 91

FULL TEXT OF ARTICLE:
1. [‘‘Foreign Ministry’s Note on Photo of Three American
Pilots’’-VNA headline]

2. [Text] Hanoi VNA July 20-Vietnam’s Foreign Ministry today sent a
note to the U.S. side on recent American news reports on a picture of
three American pilots’ reportedly missing in action in the Indochina
Var, and on the remark of the person who supplied that picture that
the three pilots might be still alive. The note reads:

3. 1. Vietnam expresses its concern over the news about a picture of
three Americans, the origin of which is not yet known.

4. 2. Vietnam deems it necessary to call the United States’
attention to the following facts:

5. - According to the records the U.S. handed over to Vietnam, Albro
Lynn Lundy and Larry James Stevens vere American pilots shot down in
Laos respectively in 1966 and 1969 and listed as killed in action
(KIA).

6. - John Leightson Robertson was the pilot who together with Hubert
F. Buchanan flewv an F4C that was shot down in Hai Hung Province
(North Vietnam) on 16 September, 1966. Buchanan survived, was
captured, and turned over to the U.S. side after the Paris Agreement.
J. Robertson vas listed by the U.S. as one of the priority cases and
vas given active cooperation in the investigation by Vietnam. The
results of the 9th joint U.S.-Vietnam investgation (16 February-6
March 1990) showed that Robertson was blown into pieces while his
alreraft vas falling down. Vietnamese specialists recovered some
pleces of his remains from the crash site and handed them over to the
U.S. side on April 10, 1990. So the news that Robertson is still
alive has no foundation.

7. 3. Vietnam affirms that all U.S. prisoners of war captured during
the Vietnam Var were turned over to the U.S. Government after the
Paris Agreement on Vietnam. Vietnam shares the cautious attitude
expressed by the special emissary of the U.S. President, General John
W. Vessey, the State Department and the Defence Department when
dealing with the information regarding that picture. Vietnam is e

prepared to cooperate with the U.S. to clarify the matter concerning '
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the picture. Vietnam would like to request the U.S. Government to
take measures to ask those who produced the picture to cooperate with
the Vietnamese government and the U.S. Government in solving this
case. If they refuse to cooperate and the investigation shows that
the picture vas fabricated for money making purposes, they must be

punished and condemned for deliberately prolonging the sufferings of
the MIA families.
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