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1. [Text] In view of the deep concern of U.S. opinion over the
appearance of a mysterious photo showing that three American soldiers
previously considered as missing in action during the war are still
alive in Indochina, over the past few days Vietnamese diplomatic
representatives at the United Nations met with and ansvered questions
from American mass media, reiterating our government's viewpoint on
this issue.

2. In their meetings with correspondents of ABC, CBS, NBC, Visnews
Television, and USA TODAY, Ambassador Trinh Xuan Lang, head of our
representation to the United Nations, and his deputy, Ambassador
Nguyen Can, reaffirmed that as previously stated, time and again by
the Vietnamese government, there are no prisoners of war still
detained in Vietnam. However, our representatives also said: In face
of the appearance of such information, the Vietnamese side is
prepared to cooperate in order to conduct further investigation and
examination. Concerning the case of the pilot, Colonel Robertson, who
vas shot down in North Vietnam in September 1966 and was shown in the
photo, our representatives pointed out: Robertson died after his
plane crashed and his remains were handed over to the United States
in April 1990.

3. Over the past few days, the press has expressed keen interest in
the photo and in the possibility of American soldiers still living in
Vietnam, Laos, or Cambodia. However, several commentators, including
some members of U.S. political circles, have expressed skepticism
over the authenticity of the photo, saying it may be a fake released
to make money and incite public opinion at a time when the U.S.
administration itself has affirmed that no American MIA’s are still
alive in Vietnam.

4. According to some sources, the U.S. Department of Defense
Intelligence Agency has good reason to believe that at least two of
the three persons shown in the photo are dead. A pilot was seen
falling from his plane with his parachute unopen, and the other vas
observed by his comrades as having died after his plane was shot

down.
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