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FULL TEXT OF ARTICLE:

1. [Text] Hanoi, July 26 (AFP)-Vietnamese authorities handed over to
a U.S. envoy Friday new evidence ‘‘proving’’ that Colonel John
Leighton Robertson is dead, a senior Vietnamese official sald here.

2. Ho Xuan Dich, director of the foreign ministry’s office for MIA
(missing in action) research, told AFP that the two Vietnamese
military documents were given to visiting U.S. Deputy Assistant
Secretary of State Kenneth Quinn.

3. Mr. Quinn, who arrived here from Bangkok on a one-day visit, held
talks with Vietnamese Vice Foreign Minister Le Mal on efforts to
discuss claims that U.S. Servicemen could be held prisoner in
Indochina 16 years after the war’s end.

4. The MIA issue was propelled back into the spotlight last week by
the release of a picture, purportedly taken last year, showing three
men identified by relatives as pilots shot down over Indochina in the
1960s-including Col. Robertson. The U.S. Defense Department has
already said it has serious doubts about the authenticity of the
grainy black-and-white photo.

5. ‘'‘Ve affirm that the three-person picture is false,’’ Mr. Ho
Xuan Dich said. ‘‘Ve provided some information proving that Mr.
Robertson is dead.’’

6. The newly unearthed evidence, he said, consists of a log from the
military commander of Hai Hung Province recording the crash of Col.
Robertson’s F-4 fighter-bomber in 1966, specifying that he was killed
and his co-pilot captured.

7. Vietnamese authorities, who sent teams to scour provincial and
central archives following a request early this week from U.S.
Secretary of State James Baker to investigate the photo, found a
separate air defense document containing the same information, Mr. Ho
Xuan Dich said.

8. Col. Robertson’s remains have never been recovered. His co-pilot
vas freed and returned to the United States in 1973. The other two “&*

flyers purported to be shown in the photo were shot down over Laos. '
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9. Mr. Quinn, who left Hanol later Friday for the Laotian capital
Vientiane, sald the ‘‘concrete information’’ provided by Vietnam
would be sent back to VWashington for analysis.

10. ‘‘As long as there’s any chance that there are Americans alive,
ve're going to do everything vwe can to pursue it as rapidly as ve
can, and ve’ve asked for help in investigating that,’’ he said.

11. The U.S. envoy, who was accompanied by a U.S. Defense
Intelligence Agency analyst and the two members of the U.S. MIA
office in Hanoi, gave Vietnamese officials a copy of the publicized
photo, as well as two others, according to Mr. Ho Xuan Dich.

12. Both are black-and-white mug shots of Caucasian men, and one
contains the same date as that shown in the three-man picture.

13. ‘‘American servicemen’s families ... have seen several
photographs and identified the men in those photos as their loved
ones,’’ Mr. Quinn said after an earlier meeting with Mr. Ho Xuan Dich
and Le Bang, deputy director of the foreign ministry’s America
Department.

14. '‘I vas told the Vietnamese Government has taken steps to
actively investigate these cases, and I expressed appreciation for
that.’/’

15. Mr. Ho Xuan Dich said he thought the two new photos vere false,
but he said Vietnam would cooperate in investigating them.

16. In the wake of recent progress toward peace in Cambodia, the MIA
issue is emerging as the biggest obstacle to normalization of
relations betwveen the United States and Vietnam.

17. A meeting is planned for Sunday in Bangkok between Mr. Le Mai
and U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for East Asia Richard Solomon
to discuss normalization, which would mean the end of a crippling
16-year U.S.-led trade embargo against Vietnam.

18. The Pentagon said Thursday that the controversial three-man

photo could be false, but added that no final conclusion had been
reached.

19. ‘‘One principal source of the photograph lies in a ring of
Cambodian opportunists led by a well-known fabricator of POW-MIA
information,’’ a Pentagon spokesman said in Washington.

W
20. Vietnam, in an official statement, called on the United States
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to oblige those who furnished the photo to cooperate with the U.S.

and Vietnamese Governments in investigating the matte
21. The Pentagon lists 2,273 American servicemen mis

Indochina, including 1,656 in Vietnam, 528 in Laos, 8
and six in Chinese territorial waters.
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