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1. [Text] VIENTIANE MAI newspaper published in today’s issue an
article saying that the controversy regarding the photograph showing
three American pilots missing in the Indochinese var is being
extensively covered by the U.§. mass media. Many major newspapers
expressed different opinions, causing controversy about the fate of
these U.5. servicemen. Some say that they are still alive. The
producer of this photograph, still unidentified, affirmed that those
servicemen are still alive and are being detained by the Vietnamese
side. The photograph shovws the three U.S. servicemen in the jungle
with a sign giving the date of May 1990. A private organization
hanzed the photograph to the U.S. Defense and State Departments last
veek.

2. These opinions force us to go back into our files on this issue.
According to files given to Hanoi by Washington, Albro Lundy and
Larry Stevens were shot down over Laocs in 1966 and 1969 and had been
listed as killed in action, John Robertson and a copilot Buchanan
flew a F4C aircraft which vas shot down in Hai Hung Province in North
Vietnam on 16 September 1966. Buchanan survived and was arrested and
later handed over to the 1.S. side. A joint Vietnamese-American
search from 16 February to 6 June 1990 determined that Robertson had
been killed. Some of his remains collected at the place where his
aircraft crashed were returned to the United States on 10 January
1990.

3. Evidently, the news ahout the three U.S. pilots shown in the
much-publicized photograph saying that the three are still alive is
groundless because all American prisoners of war captured in the
Vietnam war were returned to the U.S. Government after the Paris
Agreement on Vietnam.

4. In its 21 July evening broadcast, the Voice of America quoted
Congressman Stephen Solarz as affirming that the photograph was

faked. He also said that those pilots shot down either in Vietnam or

Laos are no longer alive. Mr. Solarz drew U.S. public attention to

the fact that the photograph made public last week was just an

attempt by the opportunists who were abusing the worry and sorrow of .
the American personnel members’ families. e ’
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5. The Government of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic as well as
the governments of the other Indochinese countries are willing to
participate in the U.S. humanitarian MIA program. The governments of
the three countries always render serious cooperation to Vashington
in searching for the remains of the MIAs as vell as other
information. This program is now proceeding smoothly. In any event,
the three countries are willing to cooperate with the U.S. Government
to clear all suspicions and, at the same time, call on VWashington to
take drastic measures against the persons vho vant to destroy the

atmosphere of cooperation. Those who created this controversy must be
held responsible for all adverse consequences.
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