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COUNTRY: LAOS
SUBJ: SPOKESMAN -- PICTURE OF MIA PILOT ACTUALLY FARMER

SOURCE: VIENTIANE VITTHAYOU HENGSAT RADIO NETWORK IN LAO 1200 GMT
7 OCT 91
TEXT:

((TEXT)) SPEAKING TO LAO REPORTERS DURING A NEWS CONFERENCE HELD
IN VIENTIANE THIS MORNING ON THE RUMOR, PUBLICIZED BY NEWSPAPERS AND
TELEVISION IN THE UNITED STATES AND SOME FOREIGN COUNTRIES IN
SEPTEMBER, ABOUT A U.S. PRISONER OF WAR NOW STILL ALIVE IN LAOS,
VANHEUANG VONGVICHIT, HEAD OF THE INFORMATION DEPARTMENT OF THE
FOREIGN MINISTRY, REVEALED THAT A TEAM OF LAO OFFICIALS AND U.S.
TECHNICIANS, ON 10 AND 11 SEPTEMBER, WENT TO NONG DISTRICT OF
SAVANNAKHET PROVINCE TO INVESTIGATE THE MATTER AND LATER AGREED THAT
THE RUMOR WAS GROUNDLESS. THE RUMOR WAS COOKED UP BY A NUMBER OF
BAD ELEMENTS WITH A HOPE OF DISRUPTING AND SABOTAGING RELATIONS
BETWEEN LAOS AND THE UNITED STATES AND CREATING MISUNDERSTANDING .-
AGAINST THE LAO PEOGPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC AMONG THE U.S. PEOPLE
AND FAMILIES OF U.S. SOLDIERS LISTED AS MISSING IN LAOS DURING THE
WAR.
VANHEUANG VONGVICHIT SAID THAT THE PUBLICATION OF THE RUMOR BY
THE U.S. NEWSPAPERS HAD TRIGGERED THE LAO GOVERNMENT TO
EXPEDITIOUSLY DISPATCH OFFICIALS TO INVESTIGATE MANY LOCALITIES.
THE INVESTIGATION REVEALED THAT THE PERSON IN THE NEWS REPORTS IS A
MEMBER OF THE (MANGKON) TRIBE OF THE LAO THEUNG GROUP. HIS NAME IS
(ALAO). (ALAO) IN LAO THEUNG LANGUAGE MEANS UNCLE WITH A MUSTACHE.
HE LIVES IN (SOUANG TAI) VILLAGE IN NONG DISTRICT. UNCLE (ALAO),
ABOUT 66, IS HALF FRENCH. HIS WIFE'S NAME IS KAE. SHE IS 45.
THEY HAVE FIVE CHILDREN BUT FOUR SUCCUMBED TO DISEASES. NOW, HE NOW
HAS ONLY ONE SON, 21. DURING THE INTERROGATION, HE TOLD THE LAO
OFFICIALS AND U.S. TECHNICIANS THAT A NUMBER OF PEOPLE TOOK HIS
PICTURE WITH HIS PERMISSION BECAUSE HE LOOKS LIKE A EUROPEAN. THEY
LATER SENT HIS PICTURE TO THE "UNITED STATES WHERE IT WAS CLAIMED TO
BE THE PICTURE OF (BORA), A U.S. PILOT MISSING DURING THE WAR IN
LAOS. THE PICTURE IS IN FACT UNCLE (ALAO), A LAO FARMER -- SHORT
PERSON -- WHO KNOWS NOTHING ABOUT THE MATTER AND HAS NOTHING TO DO - m wl
WITH IT. THIS IS THE FACT ABOUT THE WORLD-RENOWNED RUMOR PUBLISHED - ST
IN THE U.S. NEWSPAPERS. .-
THE HEAD OF THE INFORMATION DEPARTMENT SAID IN CONCLUSION THAT
THE LAO GOVERNMENT, PLEDGING TO STRENGTHEN BILIATERAL RELATIONS,
WHICH HAVE BEEN IMPROVED EVERY PASSING DAY, FOR _THE BENEFIT OF THE "
LAO AND U.S. PEOPLE AND FOR HUMANITARIAN REASONS HAS SINCE THE END
OF THE WAR IN LAOS HANDED OVER 10 U.S. PRISONERS OF WAR TO THE U.S.
GOVERNMENT AND COOPERATED WITH U.S. SIDE IN SEARCHING FOR AND
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RETRIEVING NEARLY (?45) SETS OF REMAINS OF U.S. SERVICEMEN MISSING

IN LAO TERRITORY. AT PRESENT THE LAO SIDE IS CONTINUING TO

COOPERATE WITH THE U.S. SIDE IN SEARCHING FOR THE REMAINS OF U.S.
" SOLDIERS MISSING IN LAOS.
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