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Sumcary: The Eneny Prosclyting O0ffice of the South VYietna-ese

Liberation Army (SVNLA) Political Staff has the primary responsibii-
ity for the acministration, indpctrination and interrogation of Joreirn
military 'a'nd civilian prisoners as well as for Arzy of [the Repuplie

" of 'Vietnad (ARVY) eaptured personnel, It had no Jurisdiction over
captured v¢ deserters, captured Vietramese ¢ivilianc or UsS./\1Ticg/
ARVYN ceserters who voluutarily.)_-a.;_gy_d directly to VC organizziiors,
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rolcased fn Harol 1969 and four of whom werc transforred to .
, (2 Xad

¢ gtcr-®nit 8. One U.S. POW, who was picked up in Juue 1068,

gax turncd ovcr_{o Unit BA for dotontion, and onc ARVN . ﬁ"\l

: Youtonanl; Xfuu) X u a n, was turnod ovor to Unil 34 for =
TR ~dotontion. Dait strongth; 25 porsemnel. .. . ¢
<y (2) WUnit 1A (ducignatod Unit A20 prior o April 1068): o
1t 1A was the only POV dctention facility .ia ¥xistence vt
T g &%.grior to January 1968 for both ARVN/Allied militaxy and S
¥ ‘civilian PO¥s. After Rpril 1969, Unit 1A was @o Joager i

*.gesponsible for ARVK POWs. Unit 1A was locatod #n the Bo ‘.

!
> TU'’suc area in Binh Long Province. Unit strength: “®5 person- '
N & ',_Qg-”.l- ’ ’ . ; . E
- -~ (8) -Pnit 2A (xnown ms Unit 21 rior to April 1968):
gstnblished pre-Tot 1968 aE a detention Facility for - t
Soreien military and_civilian PO¥s. As of $ April 1870, _ H
about scven or eicht U .5, DOfs_were detaincd in_ghis camp. R }
1Unit strength: 25 personnel, 1n January 1969, three U.s.ﬁna q
. 1 po¥s were releascd in Tay Ninh Province. Taui

(€) Unit 3A (designated Unit 26 prior to April 1968): SJdL 3
establishicd pre—7ct 1963 ns & detention facility for foreign . 7
military and civilian POWs, As of 2 April 1970, this unit ‘
ininod soven U.S. POVs. One unidentified Caucasion U.S. RHY

POw dicd fyom malignant walaria in October 1963, . Unit
« Strength: 25 personnel. (oxSeda. |
debsd

(5) _Unit 4A: established pre-Tet 1968 to detain foreign
militaiy descrters. Unit 4A was Jocated with the Inter-
Tnit A Headquarters. As of 2 Apri} 1870, oply ome U.5,_ _

eserter ans detained at this facilit The descrter was

_positively identific

- s photograph as lickinley N o and. )
Va6 at the>cinmp with his balf Vieluamesc/ha .Cambodian
. wife and her two children by previous marriages, onc & 13-
year-old boy sircd 'by a Cambodian father and the other a
8-year-old girl sired by a Korean. :
~¥oland had becen involved im black market ac {vitios in - :
~“'sajgon and had been caught by either U.S, uilitary police ‘
or 'GV¥ National Police, ycsisted arrest, allegedly Xxilled
..+ the policeman, escaped, hid and continuod his black market
activitics in the Saigon area. 1ater he met his wife who
reportedly convinced him to flee into Cambodia to live.
. Noland and his fanily werc picked up by the VC and turned .
~qver to Unit 4A where he vas dotaincd with relativc. freedom
-tef movement betwecn at least April 1968 and April 1970.
“ On several occasions, PDV indoctrihators sct with XNoland
: 2t the Inter-Unit A lieadquarters for unknown yorsons. - His, L
p - - ~oibe defree ©f - cooporation with.the VC .was never revealed, . N

}
3
t
Noland, a_negro, _._. ’/i
i
'
:

TR Y thasgh e axd WHTItecT #i6- FISPEON-OE RN op =

§ 2. fnter-Unit A and was allowcd occasionally to cut wood for

: .. the Inter-Unit A Headquorters rearby under gunrd,. In 1969

- © - “wolend allegolly reguosted to bs set free with his family

4n_Canbodia, but no sction was takcn, Unit Strongth: 10
personnel.” T oy N

..ot Inter-Unit B: . established in KNay 1868 in the Xom Giua

, Ase_ mreR ,A0anv0aia, voppesite. Tay. ¥inh Province. - The Inter=Unit B:ielesdu:

: Berdquartors was composod of 25 personnel headed by 8enior - .- .

s Captain {fnu) D.an,” Inter-Unit B supervised thres POY -« - - o
¢ v-detontion eamps for ARVR POVS from enlisted to officor vanks. - .
o1y ono MIVY gecond lieutenant, . ... ‘{fou) Xuam w8 0

e ddentificd by nann, “The three subordinrito-FO¥ -camps wore
¢ociznatod Unit 1B, 2D and 3B, which wore each staffod by -
P fbout 25 sovrec: h An unknoon_pushoxr of LOTSL PONR KAT0 e 5
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dctainod »t these camps. - . .

C. 7Jater-unit C: establishcd in Nay 1968 $n an undcter-
‘mined mivA for Ehe dotentiion of foreign military and civilian
e dn at Jeart thwee gubardinate camps. Xach was gtalfcd by
. @bout 25 porsonncl and there wero about 15 to 25 porucunol nt
‘thc Intor-umit C ticadquarters. ~<:
~.
- a6, Betwcen March and early April 1970, the above-mentioncd POW
dctontion facility system was reorganized boccause the anticipated
reccipt of large humbers of ARVN/Allied POWs had mever materialized
alter Tet 1968, VC military activities had been toned down and the VC
sexre 4n nred of qualified cadres and enlistcd personnel to fill vacanclies
4n combat units. Upon instructions from the SVNLA Political Btaff, the
POV streamlined its organization in the following manner:

A. Inter-Unit A: was reorganized into two U.S./forcign POV
dotention facilities. Unit JA was kcpt intact, while the
Inter-Unit A Headquarters and its four other subordinate clements
werce disbanded and formed into one detention unit (designation
unknown) headed by Junior Captain Le Hu e, aka Ut Hue,
formerly the Deputy Chief of Inter-Unit A, Following the
reorganization, the two units were directly subordinate to the
PDV Policy Office. Each unit was composcd of about 25 to 30
personncl, while the remaining personnel were sent to Replace-
ment Unit CG20 before reassignment to combat or other units.

" B. Inter-unit B: was disbanded and formed into one ARVN

w detcention fzcility directly subordinate to the PDV Policy
‘Office with about 25 to 35 personnel, Unit .dcsignation and
location unknown.

€. - Inter-Unit C: wAs disbanded and formed into at least one
and possibly two U.S./foreign POV detention®acilitics directly”
. gubordinate %o the PDV Policy Office with about 25 to 35 person-
nei. Unit designation and location unknown.

. - 7. Between April 1968 and April 1970, PDV Propaganda Scction
personncl werq obscrved on several occasions frequenting the above
wentioned [Inter-uUnit A POV detentibn facilitics. Section personncl,
suck as Junior Captain Duy H o 8, aka Ba Ho®#, had direct ncccss
to POss. lica conducted indoctrination scssions designed to convince
the -PO¥'s of the heroism and determinrtion of the Victnamese pcople
4n their struggle for {ncependence from foreign domination. POVS
weye requircd to read books, doguments and pamphlets on Vietnamesc,
history and on the yeconstruction of Korth Vietnam (NVYN). According
- to Hoz, such roading materinls were not as effective as oral group . _

_discussions. Hoa presented topics for discussions ln which the POVs were
requirec to ‘participate actively. 1 _ Such discussions were presented

.. IrCauossionangd-apsyer_form, with foa guiding the POYS o the typc of
S ansuarssae yanted, ForI &XRA ]

ple, discussiop topics dealt yith tie R
“coaxsarison of VC and KRVN Tiedtment e KO Fib LA 37 ASITET= " -
anco to the Y2 4in SVN; and the U.S. prescnce in BYN ms spggrossors. POWS
wore guideé to conclude that the vC uscd no forz of torturo agnirst
pou's while the ARVN did; that thc KVN presence in SYN was &s Vichinamose
helping Victnanmese in-a brotherly fashion since thore was only one
Aictnam and not two Victnams} and that the U.5. was the strongost
. military powor 4in EVN intexfexring with the internal politics of the
L aviptransse, poople rud henco.was, the aggressor, ot NVN, _After [XOUR oo
4 iussions the FONS werc required fo write 2 statoment, basad on i -
. .%-’u‘_.a-"_.ﬂf.n_s&ané_ answers, adsitting that the U.5. was _the apgmressor in .
- 705 war. Aecording to ) flox, #he ‘tntewents wore Iater studied at the ..
T and wore usad to deveiop 1ndqctrin:\t_gp_r3_:a:t'_eg!_.x_{l_aj':{p'c'iud'i;\g ‘
e Tia13,  bLRALCEmenls were eeni_to JEinui and were used to hssisc. dn.
wtion of U,S. POVE in RVN. Consequently, the PDV iricd
. \ 2 ———

.

e e e RIS e e o e g



4
; Yo cetain a_mmber of U,S. POVs in SVN in order to gain moit experi- -
i cuce iy proseiviing cffoxrts and belicved €hal .. Pé\'ls ¥CTT Valuable!
i "dp_its cremy prosclyting _operations and Jator In Ex’gaining?ox the -
exchonge of high-ranking Y€ cadics held Ly the Gvi. A sccondary func-
tion of tin POV Prenaminda Santion wnan to conduct political reorientas”
'tlnn Goursce ¥or its own subordinate cadires and personncl.
$. POV indoctrinators in the Encmy sitnation lccﬁon were
resporsible for interrogating U.S./ARVN POUs for information on the
; history, morale, and biographic background of divislon-lcvcl units
« © ‘mnd their commanders, as well as the identification and number of
S unit personncl who opposed the war, refused to take part in miliiury
rel operaticns or descrted their units. Attention was also given to- the
cE degice of racisa/segiegation 4n U.S. units and the relationship
! “.berween enlisted personncl and officers. Special emphasis was
: placcd on ide'x.ifyin" the psychological, morale and idcological status

L units during combat ngninst VC/NVA forces. Such information was
provided to SVNLA campaign planners. The Encmy Situation Section was
composed of about 10 personncl bheaded by Senior Captain (fnu) Hai
Ca. ° .

$. Based on the results of indoctrination and interrogation

scssions by the Propaganda and Enemy Situation Sections, further
rescarch wvas conducted by the In-Combat Proselyting Section headed
by Sznior Captain (fnu) Tu S e n. This Scction took the debrief- .
ing resulis and drew up encmy proselyting programs which werc to be
. used during VC/NVA combat opcrations. Proselyting programs were
! - keycd to spacific VC/NVA combat tactics, and were designed to .sup-

. .pozt tacticnl operations be it a major canpaign small-scale hit-
I anc«:un attack or an ambush. These proselyting programs were also
: scnt to the SYNLA eampaign planners for their review &nd use in )
. planning coabat actions against enemy military férces. .

T

: - 10. Althougﬁ the PDV did not have per =e an Administrative Staff

! Bcction, all PDV administrative personnel affairs were handled by the

; PPV Cidre Section, which kept all personncl records. The Cadre
Scction was responsible for personnel assiguments and processed
recozmendstions for promotions, awvards and disciplénary action.

£
11. The PDV was mrlso responcidle for drawing up and disscminat-
inz Instructicns and regulations concerning the treatment, evacuation -
and relense of POVs who were brought to,and detnined by, thc PDV. o
Upon capture each POV was given a bilingual letter of 1nstructlon on
ho¥ the POV was to act during the period he wils being escorted to the
H .mext higker echelon. POVSs were instructed to march fast, camouflage
thenselves with tree branches when enemy aircraft appeared and do
nothing to signal eircling ‘aircraft, willingly submit go being
-dlinCfoltcd when instructed, and ask the pcrmission of the lrr.ed
+---webCONts 40 toilet,~ Upon: arrival-at the PDV detsntion 49';.. :
“POrs were given the £0115wing dnsfructions: Vdo hit "tt mpt £0
reveal the camp location; do not mnke smoke frou cooking fires during
daylight hou.s or allow any 1ight to show at night; do not dry
clothes in the sun; wsk- permission to toilet; do not reveal to i“ollow
. POUis the subject of interrogations at the hcllity report any |
attecpts of others to resist ,captivity; eat all Iood immedintely and
do not build up food reserves;.do not attempt to escape. Any POV
caught trying to escape was tied to a troe oyernight and given only
.. Afico® to ‘eat £or three Ways in viow 6f othér POTs. If s PO over-
T pcmerod and killed an srmod guard the uuhmm pennlty s death.,__

. 23. "At bnit 23A of !nte\'-Un125 a1 bersonu %:olongin"s “such a3
R -+ 534 -2 _elatbing hnd oquipment, moncy and Jowciry wese takcpsdros
f the POUs and not given back until their release. . Aivilian faeigners
‘ woiv allowed to wear their ecivilian clothes. Upon arrivil at th:
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deiontlion camp cach POX was fssucd 2 hammock, 8 wosquito nnt, A
blankst, a pair of sandals, & tooth Lrush énd other ftoms. Eaeh
ot meparately in an undeorpround trench cxcept ducinn
nclrlnntion,-interrq;:ntion and toilctl whon he was with
trn wresd masdo, Rneh tyeneh had o eovev which doubled 235 2 1acdedny
and tas 2.50 mclers {n circumfcrence by 1.50 moters deop. AL 1O
verc chalned by deg firons in the trench, cxcept for dcserinyrs ny thosc
who hed proven eympathetic to the VC. The daily work schcédule Tas
as follows: 0515 hours wake up, wash and physical excreiso; 0600
* preaktast; 0630-0700 rcquircd listening to VC/NVN propaganda radio
broadzasts in Enzlish; 0700-1130 1ndoctrination/inlcn'ogatlon scssions;
1130 lunch; 1200-1400 sicsta; 1400-1700 lndoctrination/int:rrc:ation
gogsions; 170C supper. 3£ the POY was not pecdcd for gndoctrination/
- {nferyogntion scssions he was allowed out of the trench . three times
a c¢ay for onc hour paximum each time. Desertcrs were given permission
{0 rcmain outsidc their trench during daylight hours within the
proscribed eamp 1imits. Food rations for foreipgn POXs werc 4.50
Cambodian riecls per day, 85 liters of rice per month and an undcter-
mined cash #llowance for 50ap, cigarettes and other items. ARVK
. pov's were allowed 2.0 Cambodian riels per day, 24 liters of rice
! per month and 15 riels a” month allowance for.soap, cigarettes and
other items. Increased food allovances were given for 22 December
(xva day), 2 september (NVN independence Day) and during the Tet
_holidays. After August 1969, the PpV expericenced difficulties in
obtaining sufficient quantities of rice. The ARVN POV monthly rice
allowance was cut from 26 liters to 24 1liters, while foreign POV
ronthly rice allowance remained unchanged. This was done deliberatecly
to kecp thc fact of rice shortages secret from foreign POWS. On
the other hand, PDY rice rations were cut in half--half of the
, ponthly Tice allovance was {ssucd in manjoc. PDV detention facility -
. persoancl werc under strict orders not to torturc or abusc any PO¥S;]
! otherwisc, disciplinary action would be taken against thom. All ’ \
‘. deaths of forcipn PO'.VSJers_investi _tcd in dqtﬁif by I.’py“tlc:_\'agy_:_\_::_ igx;s__
1. porsonnoy: Jun the $5c of onc death of m npiq_gp_'t_},fjlég‘:c;\_pc}:ij.an____, )
Pon_cuc .to_mnlaria in_October 1969, the camp medicnl technician wag : \i
seveicly eriticized by thc PDY wiiich sent _snvestigators to confirm__ l’\"

Tihc_cause ef death. _ e

: 13 ~ Klthough the criteria for releasing POWS vere not Xnown to.

: Sources, espocially in regard to U.B. po¥s, most ARVN enlisted and .

1 NCO POUs wele usually eligible for release, but not ARVYN officers. -

: The PDV Policy Section deternined who would be rcleased. The VC

. psychology tehind the release of ARVN pows was based on the assumption

! thot the released ARVN POt would return to his family and/or unit |

. and spre=d propaganda favorable to the V(C even {¢ be bad not been

! recruitod or dispatched by the VC. Prior €0 the relense of 385 ARVN

: enlistec and NCO POUS in July/August 1968,  Senior Licutcnnnt (fnu)
RE! ©f tae SYNLA Political Staff security protoction Office (Phong

'”W}E_"tss‘h‘vbiféalbhb-ilnit 23A.détention f:\cxu;{:qxtm’-‘e doys .

- = ~id IETETTLvlTE sach wly the 38, pagsonpel peins of dered for rqleasy.’’

~ho intorrogntions were conductcd scparatcly’ Source! mce ng other )

¢2t233s, noyr were they _ . able to comment on tho favolycxent

oi J5 personnel with the January 3969 relensc of throe @¥.8.'POvs 4n

foy Nink province. ; . . : A :

S a4of < . TN Al 1AL

. 34, The only other COSVR-level organization which was in con=

tact with POVs At PDV detention facilities was the COSVN xilitary

Prosalyting Section [Ban Binh yrn). Prior to the July/August 1968

_ rzlons: ccremony for ARVN POVs, two Kilitury proselyting Section

n eadsas, Cain T he and (fmu) Chien, went to Unit 23A. chin
,___‘_Ti)c;__-_gr.:crvicwod each ARVX POY with a tape” recerder and dnstructml

4




] - -
- - * 7
‘ 125 )
~x LA ’ ' . ;o-z-:.

Q\Q“ - . _

ey ke



