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CENERAL de CAULLE IN ACTION

Licut. Cen. Vernon A. Walters

On 14 May 3960 [ eft the Usuted States with Presedorat Encnhower to attend
the Four Power Mecting in Paris Between the USSR, France, Great Britan and
the United States Thes conference had been scheduled for some bme, but its con-
vemng had been in dosdit Tollow ing the crash of the U 2 1 the Sovict Cren and
the captuze of ity pilot, Cary Powers. Aftur a penod of dosx, Cencral v Canlle
bad announced that the confetence wondd be held as s hodhded and the other
Chiels of Cosernment had succossnely announced that the y would attend When
Khrushchev announced he would attend, 2 worldwsde sigh of rlef went up

Shortly after arriving in Paris on 15 May, P accumpanivd President Enarnhow or
on his <all on Prosident de Caulle As always, the matin? Ietween the two was
most cordsal, almost affectionate. 1 have accompanicd a numier of American
dignitaries to see General de Gaulle, the two he did not really talk down to were
Ceneral Eisenhower and Covernor Harriman, But only to Eisenhower dud he show
real warmth.

De Caulle said Khrushchev had been to see him and was highfy excited abeut
the U-2 overflights. He had rcad 10 De Caulle a long statement denouncing the
orverflythts and demanding an apology from President Exsenhowes De Caulle, who
had with hitn only his supesh Enghish and Russian interpreter Constantin Androni.
kof, added, " Obviously you cannot apologize but you must decide how you wish
to handle this I will do everything I can 1o be helpful without beir:g openly par-
tisan.”

He said he had asked Khrushehev whether under these circumstances they
should go ahead with the Conference. He had had bis Ambussader in Mascow put
tis guestion to Khrshchev before he feft Moscow, and Khrushe he had said that
they should. He had repeated the question to Khrushches after his arrivat in Paris
and again he had said that they should go ahead Dx Gaulhe hod indscated to
Khrushchev that he could not seriously expect that the U'S. President would
apologize to him This sort of thing was not done among serious Chicfs of Covern.
ment. But Khrishahey had boen adamant that Eisenbomys must apelugize for the
U-2 flight. De Caulle felt that Khrushches's readiness to fo ahcad with the con-
ference after he had told him that Eisenhow s could not be expected to apologive
was a hopeful sign, but he added, “We shall sce” .

The US delegation was clearly embarrassed by the shoot-down and Powcrs'
confession, but it was determined that Khrushhey woull not In allowed to
use this for public humiliation of the United States. Prosislent Ewscnhoner clearly
fult that in the discharge of his responsitilitics to the United States he mu
ascrtain the measure of the threat against it, and with a losed socuty such as

the Sovict one we faced, there was no other way than by such imaginative
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methods as the U-2 After afi, Sovict satellites bad already craflown e Usitd
States and the Sovicts bad published pictiures takon by caneeas alwand s
satellites.

The confercace was held in the Elysée Palace, the traditional restdence of
the Presidents of France, Jt was held in a lrge high-cetinzed rocm on the
sccond flvor of the Elysce, only a few gooms removed from CGenera) Jde Caulle's
office. The windows looked ont to the south and west over the gardvns of the
Elysée. In the cecter of the room was 3 large table in the form of a sipraze General
de Caulle and the Frendh delegation sat on the east side, nearcst to v Canlle’s
office. Oppasite him sat the US. delegation {1 was seated 2t the far pught of
the US. delegation, closest 10 the Sovicts). On the right of the US wese the
Soviets, and facing them were the British.

As [ entered the room with President Eiscohower and Ceseral de Ganlle,
who had met him at the top of the stairs, the Russuans » »~ alrady thege
standing around lalking together. Exsvnhowcr grovted the ott.  French dolegates
and the British, but the Russians kept talhing among themshes, and s Eisen-
hower walked around to his pun side of the table and sat down with the Soure
tary of State beside him. After a few minutes Geneeal de Canfle called the
meeting to order, and all who were shll standing sat down

Ceneral de Caulle then grected the Chicfs of Divlegstion, thanked them
for coming, and expressed the hope that the mecting which was abest to begin
would be fruitful and contnbute to world peace. He thea sud that masmach
as President Eisenhower was the only other Chief of Deligatin who was alo
a Chicf of State, he would give him the floor first. Khrushohey, obseously 3
tated, stood up 2nd said that he had asked ta speal first and thot as Chichs
of Delegation they were all equal. He demanded the righit to read » prepered
statement first. De Caulle, when this outburst was transteted, ratend his oye
brows and looked questioningly at General Eiscnhouwer, who ankhd De Canlhe
then gave the floor to Kbrushchev. Khrushchev stood up and began to yead
from a prepared statement in a very loud voice Ths was clearly the pame stare
ment he had read to De Gaulle previously De Ganlle assnmed a pared bost
patient expression as Khrushchev rumbled on From tene to tine he would
pause for transtation and take a drink of water.

1 had been strongly enjoined by the State Departinent not 1o wear my uni-
form as this was a “peace conference” Notwithstanding this, Savict Defense
Minister Marshal Rodion Malinovsky was there glowening in full umform As
Khrushchev thundered on, I fell to counting the nibbons on Maboaovsky™s chost
There were 54, induding, as 1 noted with some interest, the US Legion of
AMorit. At one point as Khrushchev zead (and | noticed that his Bands tee mbded
as he held the piece of paper he was reading—whether from agitoterm, assicly
or anger, | do net know ), he raised his voice cven louder De G wfle intermpted.
turned to the Soviet interpreter, rather than his own, amd sanl, “The acoustios n
this room are excellent We can all hear the Chairman There is no necd fr
him to raise his voice.”™ The Bussian interpreter blinched, turned g Khorb hey
with a faltering yoire and tramlated  Khrushchev pased, Joohed over the top
of his ghnses and cast a furious glince at General de Gantle and the n contirndd
reading in a somowhat bess lord soice
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As Shophichey read, Be wos dlearly Yelaoe benalf mts an axvon go gty
e "k he denanceed the US o oncdhiglins, Be porntol ot the aoling as
whog e dwere overhiead at that meee at 1 CGoanlle et lf'-‘i'!"\! by san thoat
s el v ovceflon . "By yuur Amencan alhes?”” a-bedd Rhenshe Bos "Na”
sartd Cenn ral Jde ‘,mﬂ!e_ "I’) your \txh'nlg) that sate My Y Laerse brend prest belore
you Joft Miscow o impross s osceflow the sky of Fronce I8 tenes woabaome iy
permessiog. ow do 1 bnow you do st have carorns absard whnh are tabieg
pictuies of iy coantry?” De Ganlte crovaed by arms ancd Exdued at Rhrnshohes
questioningly Khenshohes's paw diopped Then an abinest beatthe cxpression
camne over his face. He sarad bath hands abose his head aned sand ¢dearh, "Bog
menya vedet, Moiorukd chintt (G secs me My hasds are wean ) Yo don’t
tiunk 1 woudt Jo a thig Bhe that™ "Well™ sad Cennral de Contle, “how Jdud
you tuke thoswe pictures of the far side of the moon whih you showed us with
such justifiabde pride?” "Ah" sand Rhoashoher, " that ene 1 hald caruras ™
“Ah” sard General de Caulle, “in that one you hal cameras Pras, continne ™

This exchange had wpset Khrwshahow, and b handy tiastbiled esen mare
as he contmued reading Bis long statement. While Le was talling, State De
partment Counselor and former Armbassador to Moscon Chip Bobln Bept
grumbling, “We can’t it sl for this, Weve gt to amwar ™ Eaanhewer st
silently histening to the origural amd ats tramshation He dooBlal iapatiently with
a penctd [ stll have the doodle, as | picked at up when be left the table ) 1lis
face and neck were flshed, bowever, and 1 coul] teli he was extrermedy anazy
! bad worked for Ceneral Eisenhower for a number of years closely, and 1 had
never seen an outhurst of temper, but bng expensence had taught me the signs
of anger on his pant, and they were all present hare Once v tasce be Tooled
at De Gaulle, who was sitting there with a shightly bond exprosswin He had
alrcady hrard all of this from Khrashebev, The Brtish Prime Mimistor was un-
casy as he looked at the angry Khrushehey, the flushed Eisenhower, and ihe
bored De Gaulle. |

At one point Khrushchev exclaimed, "What desil made the Amcricans do
this?™ De Caulle obscrved that there were dewils everyw here, on bath sidis, that
this was 2 matter of espionage such as went on all the hime and was not worthy
of the consideration of Chiefs of Covernment to whom the peaples of the workd
were Jooking for hopes of peace. Kbrnshchey shook his head kle a boll and went
on reading. He finally ended his Jong duatnbe by announcing that unless Pross-
dent Eisewhower apologized he would not attend the conforence

President Eisenhower then made a molhfying stategunt contafning imany
of the justifications used publicly for the U-2 flights and said that US. aireraft
would not overfly the USSR again. Khrushchev angnly repeated that he would
not attend any further mecetings of the conference if Eisenhower did not apologaze.

De Caulle said, “Chairman Khrushchev, you have imposesd conditions that
are obviously impossible for General Eisenhowor to accept. Before you Wit Mos.
cow and after the U-2 was shot down, I sent my Ambassador to sce you to 23k
whether this mecting should be held or should he postponest. You knew every-
thing thea that you know pow. You teoid my Ambassador that this confaeme
should be held and that it would be fruitful | repeated this question to you when
I saw you alone before this mecting, and once again you sand it shonhd be held
Now, by imposing conditions that cannot be met by the American Presicdent,
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you make st imposible to go further You have brought Mr MacMilbin bore
from London, General Eiscuhower from the United States and have put nwe
to serions inconvenivnce to aitesd a mectimg which your mbtramagenee woukl
make impossible. We should all seflect on this and on the hapes that the poople
of the world have placed in this moeting and meet again hore tomormow a3t the
same time”

Khrushchey jumped 1o his feet and said that urless Eiscnhower apalogizad
he would not come. De Gaulle Jooked at him as one would bl at a naughty
child and announced that the conference would mert o following day
Khrushchev, accompanied by his whole dulegation, strod: o the oom and
down the stairs. The other delegations looked al one ansewr. De Canlle said
that he would stay in touch with the Russians. All then rose and started eut of
the room. De Caulle came over to Eiscnhower and took him by the arm Jle
took me also by the elbow ard, taking us a fittle apart, he said to Esonbower,
“I do not hnow what Khrushchev is goint to du, nor what is going to happen,
but whatever he does, | want you to know that 1 am with you to the end ™ 1
was astounded at this statement and Eiscnhower was chearly monved by his an
vxpected expression of unconditional support. Only the three of us heard at, but
it remains vivid in my mind to this day 15 yeass later Erenhawer thankad
De Gaulle who walked down the stairs with him to his car. As we entesed the
car, Eisenhower, still upset by the whole episode, looked at me and sand of
De Canlle, “He's quite a guy.” We drove the short distance to the US Embasy
Residence, then on Avense dléna, where the US. delegation went into a madt-
ing to decide what to do neat,

1 was not privy to this discussion and do not know what was doandad, but
President Enenhower's mollifyfng stafement and promise that the U-2s would
not overfly the Soviet Union had evidently not done the job of brinzing Khor
shehev hack to the conference table, and Evcnhower’s pending invitation to visit

the USSR was obviously withdrawn.

In the meantime Khrushchey had been holding a stormy and farigus press
conference making veiled threats and inveighing against the treacherous nature
of the U.S. Next day at the time appointed De Canlle, MacShullan and Eronhower
et in the same room in the Elysée where the meeting had taken place the
previous day. The three delegations sat loohing stightly shecpishly at onc another
and General de Gaulle said that he had had no word from Khrushehew, bt
he was out “kissing babies on the street and gencrally electionecring for the
French Communist Party.” Marshal Mahnoviky was out near Verdun whore
Malinovshy had been a sergeant in the two Russian divisions fighting in Frame
in WW I and “where he Lad attempted to subvert the Bussian troops from
fighting with the Allis™ Alter some wait, Generad de Gaulle gue an order
to contact Khrushchey and ask him whether or not he would attemd the mect
ing After a further delay, an assistant came into the room to sy that Khrnhches
had seut word he would nat attend the mecting untess Pressdent Essenbower
appologized De Ganlle Joeked furious, MacMillan, crushed by the news, and
Fisenhower, ton botween embarrassment and anger. De Cudle tnned ta
the assistant and said that Khnstichey had been invited i wratingg, therdfore,
he should roply in writing A few minates Luter the anle came back in to g3y
that Khnehchey had answered that he would not atswer in writme e Canlh
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sand to the anl, “Tell hun ot s the woage Ditwoen asihnd parens i nph
withew sommuopitations by witton commmni st ™ Jhe ack dopatid b
peturn 2 fow ety s Later to announce that Khrushedos wonbl arwer m wnting
but woulld not coine.

De Caulle, who appearcd pleascd to base wan this ocnor poant, adjo 1
the confereme To my surpnse nedher De Caulle, who Jdid et e unddnly
shaken, nur MacMillan, who was choarly staggored by the wheobe Brencss, over
sugiested, even indirectly, that Encabower should apehrare

Adenaner, who was stili in Paris, appeared relinned that at beast Coepmany
would not pay the cost of a four power agicement

Presulent Eisenhower then left for Portugal uwhere e was given a most
warm welcome by Pressdent Tomas and Prine Minsshur Salazar

It seemed to me that the Sovicts had gambled on a capstilation by Fran-
hower and were disoriented when it was not fortheenire They bl enmnd
on both De Caulle and MacMillan to pressure Evcshones far smne form of
apology, aad this had not happened

I hase often been wntated and antagonized by soine of the thinds Coneral
de Gaulle bas said publicly where he somtimes appearesd 10 ot the USSR
and the U5, as threats to the grandeur and independence of Framnce Bat 1 hase
not forgotten the statement he made at this crucial kee—"Whateser happens
or whatever he does, we will be with you to the end ™

Scven years later [ returned to Paris as the US. Military Attucké, shortly after
General de Caulle had taken France out of the intograted anhitary structose
of NATO and had requested the US to remore its mshitary presence from
France. 1 could not help but wonder what had led us fram the bint statement
of unconlitional support to the second situation Dusing the years between
1967 und my departure from France in 1972, 1 tried as a matter of personal
curiosity as well as of national intercst to ascertain what had Ied Ceaeral de Canlle
1o undergo such a change. I never asked General de Ganlle pomt blaeh, bt §
did talk to him about his philosophy of the defunse of France. I talked to
many of his closest military and naval aides, some of whom | bhad hoown for
more than 20 years, and 1 caine to the following conclusion. brased ot just on
what they told me but alsa on what | remembered of the disousuans bitwen
Ceneral de CGaulle and Ceneral Eisenhower on nuclear weapons 2iod theis use

In 1962 when President Kennedy had sent Dean Acheson 2nd Shorman Kent
to see General de Gaulle and to shuw him the photographs pf the Sovict nuclear-
tipped rockets in Cuba,® Ceneral de Gaulle, unhihe many of the Eurvpean leadurs,
had accepied that it might be necessary for the US. to take pse-emptise mshtary
action ag:inst Cuba. He was a man who undcrstood the uss of power, and
he watched carcfully to see what we would do. When he saw that instead of
taking such action, we appeared to him to have nade an agrecsont with
Khrushichey by which we took our missiles out of Crecce and Turkey in retmn
for the withdrawal of Sovict missites from Cuba, he felt that we hasd pot really
won the Cuban mixsile confrontation. One of his closost andes said to me that

T 1
*See “The Cuban Missile Crisis of 1962 Presenting the Phote gropha Evadence Aleoal”
Studies XV 1/2, pp. 20-36.
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De Caulle had told his entousage, “M the Amcricans will not fight f.or Culha
90 miles from the U S, they will not fight for Europe 3500 nules away 1 ment
deaw the conclusions from this that affect France's independone amd b fome ™
1 cannot prove this, but nearly all my contacts duse to De Caolle nflected
something very like this,

I remembered sitting before the fire at Rambowtict Castle in 1959 Letween
Ceneral Eisenhowes and Cencral de Caulle in bathrobes after dinnar aned
De Caulle saying, “You, Eisenhower, would go to nuclear war for Europe bevause
you know what its loss would mean and you are bLound to us by spudial lies
As the Soviet Union develops the capability to strike with puclear rachets the
cities of North America, one of your unknown successors will devide to go to
nuclear war only of there is a nuclear strihe against North America When that
day comes, I or my unknown successor must have in hand the puclear mwrans
to turn what the Soviets may want to be a conventional war into 3 nilear war
1 do not seck 1o compete with SAC or the Long Range Air Army, but I wnh
France to have the means of some tactical and strategie stribe agamst the Sevut
Union. The addition of another center of nuclear decision will multiply the
uncertaintivs of the Soviet planners. You Americans could survise—fur a shert
time—the loss of Westein Europe. We Europeans could not”
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