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<> TEXT: 1

N 15
ERNESTO ((VARGAS)) CONVENED A MEETING OF SENJOR ESAF OFFICERS AT THE
HEA AFF o

. D
LETTER WHICH MINISTER OF DEFENSE GENERAL RENE EMILIO ((PONCE)) SENT
<> T0 THE <><>SALVADORAN<><> MINISTER OF JUSTICE ON 15 MARCH 1991, SUGGESTING

<> THE MINISTER OF JUSTICE EXPAND THE INVESTIGATION IN THE <><>JESUIT<><> MURDER

CASE AND THAT SEVERAL ESAF OFFICERS WHO HAD PRESENTED STATEMENTS ON

THE CASE BE RECALLED TO TESTIFY AGAIN.
3. VARGAS SURPRISED THE ATTENDESS BY
<> BRINGING <><OJESUIT<><> E AND TELLING THEM ABOUT THE LETTER. THE

<> OTHER OFFICERS THEN ASKED WHY THE SUBJECT OF THE <><>JESUIT<><> MURDERS,
WHICH HAD BEEN TABOO, WAS SUDDENLY OPEN FOR DISCUSSION. VARGAS
RESPONDED THAT THE ESAF HAD AVOIDED OFFICIALLY DISCUSSING THE CASE
BECAUSE IT FEARED "GUILT BY ASSOCIATION". THE OFFICERS ALSO POINTED
OUT THAT PONCE, VICE MINISTER OF DEFENSE GENERAL JUAN ORLANDO
((ZEPEDA)), AND VICE MINISTER OF PUBLIC SECURITY COLONEL INOCENTE

ORLANDO ( (MONTANO GNED THE LETTER.
4. THE CONSENSUS AMONG THE OFFICERS AT
THE MEETING WA N ERMO ((BENAVIDES)) HAD ALMOST

<> CERTAINLY GIVEN THE ORDER TO MURDER THE <><>JESUITS<><>,

P ALTHOUGH VARGAS DID NOT OPENLY AGREE WITH THIS

, HE SEEMED TO TACITLY CONFIRM IT. VARGAS WAS SOMEWHAT
SYMPATHETIC TO BENAVIDES, REMARKING THAT BENAVIDES IS NO LONGER
CONCERNED WITH HIS CAREER, BUT WITH THE PROSPECT OF GOING TO PRISON
FOR 30 YEARS.

5.
<> SIGNIFICANT.

WAS AN UNMENTIONABLE 'l‘OPiii iﬁ ESAF. THE SENIOR OFFICERS WOULD

MMENT: THE LETTER AND THE MEETING ARE
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ONLY DAYS PRIOR TO THIS MEETING, THE <><>JESUIT<><> MURDER CASE



NOT HAVE SIGNED THE LETTER WITHOUT PRESSURE FROM PRESIDENT ALFREDO
((CRISTIANI)), AND THIS PRESSURE WOULD HAVE PROBABLY BEEN APPLIED
AROUND 12 MARCH. IT IS ALSO NOTEWORTHY THAT VARGAS DISCUSSED THE
<> <><>JESUIT<><> CASE WITH THE SENIOR OFFICERS. THIS REPRESENTS A SLIGHT
OPENING OF THE SUBJECT, AT LEAST AT THE HIGHER LEVELS O




