CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
NATIONAL FOREIGN ASSESSMENT CENTER

18 March l9ﬂl

MEMORANDUM

EL SALVADOR: The Right Wing

The right wing in El Salvador is broad by almost any defini-
tion. Conservative tendencies run wide and deep in the military
institution, the business community, and beyond. The extreme
right wing, however, which currently favors a coup d'etat and
unrestricted use of vigilante groups against suspected leftists,
is a smaller group. h

The rightist tendency in the armed forces is predominant.
Nearly three fourths of the officers are decidedly conservative,
and Defense Minister Garcia<-the strongman in the government--
represents a consensus view that the lasting solution to the
extreme leftist problem should be military rather than political.
Armed forces officers who now favor a right-wing coup are rel-
atively few--a small clique of junior and middle-grade officers
alliedﬁaome far-right civilians and retired military offi-
cers.

The extreme rightist officers are currently held in check by
the more pragmatic high command, which represents the mainstream
of military thinking. The extreme-right clique does not presently
have a single senior active-duty officer as its leader. It had
previously regarded Defense Minister Garcia as its unofficial
chief, but the extremists have recently grumbled about his politi-
cal compromises with the Chriatian Democrats. National Guard
Chief Vides Casanova ig also sought after as a potential coup
leader, but he too has rejgcted the extremists' overtures, at
least for the time being. h
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The Role of Roberto D'Aubuisson

Former Army Major Roberto D'Aubuisson has beer an articglate
and charismatic spokesman for the far right in El talvador since
leaving active service after the reformist coup on 15 October
1979. A protege of "Chele" Medrano, the ultra-rightist former
chief of the National Guard, D'Aubuisson has served as principal
henchman for wealthy landowners and as a coordinator of the
right-wing death squads that have murdered several thousand
susiected leftists and leftist sympathizers during the past year.

While relatively intelligent, D'Aubuisson is egocentric and
reckless. He favors the physical elimination of EIl Salvador's
leftist opposition, which he defines as anyone not supportive of
the traditional status quo. His hatred of those he suspects of
harboring leftist sympathies motivated his visits to the US last
spring, during whichihe condemned the Carter administration's
policy toward El Salvador. After his US visa was cancelled,
D'Aubuisson traveled throughout Latin America seeking military
and political support for his Broad Nationa t--an ultra-
conservative group of wealthy Salvadorans. w

D'Aubuisson is funded by members of the extreme right-wing
Salvadoran elite, most of whom now live in Guatemala and the US.
Though small in numbar, these wealthy expatriates have reportedly
spent millions of dollars to support D'Aubuisson and his few
followlrs in their effort to overthrow the present junta and
return the country to right-wing military rule.

D'Aubuisson's personal following is limited to a handful of
wealthy civilians and some extreme rightist military officers,
many of whom are not on active duty. His influence in the
military has waned over the past year, as many of his former
colleagues in the junjor gfficer corps have looked to more senior
officers for leadership. E

Nevertheless, D'Aubuisson could play a spoiler role by
continuing to encourage right-wing terrorists--many of whom are
enlisted personnel in the security forces--and by issuing inflama-
tory public declarations against the junta and those sympathetic
to the reform.procesg. D'Aubuisson's penchant for action is
'undersc‘ed by his s'onsorship of ‘several unsuccessful coups’
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during the past year. His efforts to turn back the clock on
reforms and initiate an all-out civil war against the left could
succeed if he manages to convince a majority of the officer
corps that the new US administration would accept an ouster of
the Christian Democrats from the government, ﬁ

Right-Wing Terrorism

The ultra-right in El Salvador has a long history of using
violence as a political tool, perhaps marked most vividly by the
?idespread repression and murder of campesinos following the

ailed peasant rebellion in 1932. 1In the 1960s, a surge of
political activity among peasants and urhan workers led to the
creation of man w right-wing organizations, both official and
clandestine. &

One such government-sponsored group--the National Democratic
Organization (ORDEN)--was comprised of tens of thousands of
conservative rural peasants and served as a tool of the landed
elites. It included many former armed forces personnel who were
part of the nation's reserve force, the Territorial Service.
ORDEN served principally as an intelligence dathering organiza-
tion--identifying and taking direct action against real and
suspected enemies of the regime. -

Augmenting the semjofficial organizations were a variety of
secret vigilante groups that have faded in and out of existence.
Traditionally, right-wing death squads have included civilian
mercenaries, idealists tjied to particular wealthy glites, and
active and retired security force personnel. Durihg the Romero
regime (1977-79), the involvement of members Of the security

forces and of the economic elite in the principal rightist terror
organizations was substantiated Given
the impunfty with which death sq oday,

it is clear that security force personnel continue to cooperate
with and participate in viqglante terror.

Leadership and Organization‘

Information on the leadership and organization of right-
winggﬂ‘iﬁl groups is sketchy. A small group of wealthy
exp living in Guatemala  and the US.apparently are the
chief backers for the gseveral clandestine right-wing groups now
operating in El Salvador.
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In January, “reportcd that s1x wealthy Salva-
dorans living in Miamj were behind the kidnapping and intimicdat-

ing of other businessmen who were showing sympathy for the civil-
military government or US policy in El Salvador. These indivi-
duals reportedly fund the right-wing death squads in El Salvador,
and may have ordered the deaths of the two US AFL-CIO representa-
-tives assassinated ip January. Tied to this group of wealthy
expatriates are businessmen in El1 Salvador who belong to the

Broad National Front. This organization is headed by a young ultra-

conservaiiiil i'fredo Mesa Lagos, and Major Roberto D'Aubuisson.

Some of the civiljan terrorist personnel may have received
training in Guatemala and perhaps in Costa Rica from like-minded
organizations) Membership in right-wing terrorist groups probably
approaches several hundred, but our information in this area is
limited. They use a broad range of side arms, machine pistols,
and rifles that are readily available to them on the regional
black market and in the US; security force personnel obviously

have ready access to weapons.




