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EL BALVADOR: Threst Frem the Right

Ihe mare spioctive 0o of vialenca by ey 1-omists of the far right
rellocts the tear (hayt they witl 1n<e palitical intiunnce as the country
move<toward proswfanting mioe inns, narly ne st yaat Thay ulso are
frustiatad by thew tauuin 10 tovero the ratorm process, by the armad
force< lass of mamentum on the battielioia, andg hy the govarnment's
diatoqua with the wisurgerts £ fforts (0 curty ther (eeronist activity wil!
contie (o ha hamparnd by iha organizational indepandenca of death

Squadas and viquante groups, ns woll as by 1 wonk rasolve of
gaveinment and nuidary authoting d

To eliminate challenges to its powaer, the 1a: right traditionally has
used civilian vigilante organizationa, elemenis of the armed forces,
and death squads funded and led by wealthy alites.
Compartmeantation, g rigid code of sacracy. and tha shifting whims of
extremis! landers make estimating numbers of the tarrorist
organizations and their paraonnel d.mcull-

J
The breadth of terrorist operations, howavar. suggests that
perhaps a dozen groups may be active at any given time. Some
groups frequently coordinate their activitias, and a lew occasionally
engage in violent rivairies with aach other QIR

Violence remains espeacially sevare In the couniryside, where
elements such ag the Terriorlal Sarvice and Civil Defense Forces —
which provide local security and collaci intalligance for the military—
function as peasant vigilantes. in addition, civillan mercanaries and
fanatics allied with spacific individunls or political groupings routinely
wage thelr own vandetias againa suspected subversives and

raonal enemies. Civillan terrorinte Also employ both active-duty and
retirad military parsonnei in the'r campaigns.

Death squads in the Army and the three securlty forces
apparently operate out of urban military headquarters and rural
outposts. Th are lad by sanlor enlistad parsonnel and
junior officers, an @y may function with or without the knowladge
of immediate superiore. Some may owe allaglance tn military otficers
from other units or be on the Payroll of civillan sponsors. (S NF)
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Motlvstions end Teclice

Although tha lavel of violenca agaINst suspectad subversives
remaing fairty strady, (he inCreas:ng selactivily of terror1st operationy
reflecis the extrema right o growing sanse of porncal volation and
weakness Extremists have stepped up operations aganst urion
leaders and otharq that they f=ar might rally ahar behind the
Christian Democrats in the elaction. Thay slso are intimidating
government, military, and Church officials who are supporling
economic rcfovmt.- .
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Despite these etforts. Constituent Assambly President
D’Aubuisson and other asireinist leaders are likety 1o ba daeply
concerned about their failura to form a cnalition that can protect their
base of power. Alihough thay have Impadad efforts by modarate
concervatives and libarals In tha Assambly to codity land and ather
reforms, they hava failed 10 hatt these maa wres. Moreaver, (rair
sense of Irustration is heightened by gnvernment efforts 1o develop o

dialogue with the mwrgonh-

D’Aubulsson and other rightwing leadars now appear 10 believe.
probatty correctly, that the armad forces wil be crucial in
determining their future rok g national poirtics. Consequently, s
minority of officers alignad with or sympathetic to D'Aubuicson’s

National blican Alliance is maneuvering for greater powser in the
military.

B PR

The group hopes 10 1aka advantage of the conservative political f
orientation of Defense Minister Vides by irying 10 insert Htself into the &Y
miiitary hierarchy Rightists siso sre urging Vides 1o sdopt & more &
aggressive siralegy on tha battiefield and 10 assume 8 more direct R
political role on behalf of the mitrtary in the government ;-"

£3
Constraints on Moderetion %
" The far right’s growing influence in the miary —the onty 3
Institution that can queil axtremigt violance — is making Vides's ]
position increasingly difticult The Detense Minister's adherence 10
‘™odernte and pragmatic laadarship underscores his desire 10 v
maintain armed forces unity while alsn ansuring grester cooperation i
and matarial 8:1d from Washingion. At the same time he probably feais >
obfigatad to respact the pravailing cansansus of the sanior officer 3
COTps On issuas pctentially embarrasaing o the military. -
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Vides i3y turthe, constraned by the knowledge tha! somea of his
mos; allaclive COMmManaers ara ambitingy alles of D Aubuisson In
BIdoN he almaoer ¢ ~tlanly realizes th..t some af them have
knowledge of or are drectly \nvolved with, errorist organizations
M 1 of the fate of hiy moderate predecessnr. General Gargia,

V ~Brabably is unwilin 10 risk his owr poaitian by forcing a hatt 1o
exiralegal activities *

The country’s corrupt and paralyred judicial fysiem and weak
and lractious civilian government also impede any national leader
from clamping down on lerrorism. This has been underacored by the
lack of progress in o three-year legal case iNvotving National

Guardsmen whn Publicly contassed 1o murderning two US labor
advigarg

The kitlers have yet to be brought *o trial Moreover, two junior
officers who are said 10 have ordered the murders and furnished the
Wweapons are befioved 1o be undar protection from prosecution by

rimm Military officers algned with D'Aubuisson’s political party.

The threat of extremist violence, lhoroloro.‘u likety 1o grow in

10 wage a mc;rc effective counterinsurgency effort. Over time, such
Pressure could prompt conservative military officers and their civilian

alies to pint against Vides ang any other leaders whom they m
Come (o view as threatening their inmuuﬂ
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