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El Salvador: Up
the Military

wuwmuummxu‘u the murders of thres land reform experts in 3 San

eflectivences has intsasified since the insurgent Salvador hotel in 1961.
offensive last November, incressing pressurs oa the
High Command 1o confront human rights abuass, o Gen. Adolfo Blandon serves as defense attache in

mwdm.ummhhoaqum Washington his removal a3 Chief of Staff
w.umwwmmmumum laxt your.

same members of the military scademy clags—ar

undo—dlMMho&mymw

positions. Although this class—known as the Tandons
mduwmuwmu ¢ Col. Oscar Rodalfo Campos Anaya Is the defense
year, critics, inchuding the government, the US Embassy,  agiachs in Brazll and has also served

snd junior officers, already are calling for the dismisssl Whils tha Ist Brigade,

of many class members from their command posts. In - blocked an

April, the High Command transferred two lkong- H slleged human rights sbuses by bis
criticized Tandons members, but falled 10 meks acher company.

changss, including the long-awyised
WdedlnlM—.Tmm The Tondona's Record
mﬂu‘nuodmmﬂud
Defenss.

The Defense Attache Device
Over the years, the military hastaken cars of shove loysky and sadition—ihe valuss emphasized by
undesirable elements in the officer corps by “wailing” the ssads symem. Chief of $1aff Poncs, akhough sware
m»wpuummmmme- that disgruntied jusicr officers are demanding wholesale
presarve thekr peasions and pursus theis ows businessss. changes, has bess ssluctant 1o defy class unity and purge
The “cxlles” typically are officers accused of humas the Tandons. Ponce aleo hes aot complied with a
rights sbuses or carrupion who are considered vequest from President Cristinl lats last your, GEIE)

politically wneitabls by civil suthorities or the Army mem
W%Nhhd
1966 supparied of te following seaior

officers becanss they s00d In the way of ambicions Fonce, who repsatediy slls US officials ks belisves

Tandona members who wantsd 10 move upx veform is desirabls, hes responded © critics pressiag for
change by stressing the nead 10 misimizs the disruption
o Col. Denis Moran, aow the defenss attachy ja of the officer carps during the war.
Gusiemala, has also filled attache positions in Pasce wanis 10 8

Washington and Colombis. Ia 1979 caving & 10 the Farbundo Marti Nationa! Liberation
direcied a rightist ierrorist growp calied the Whise Front (FMLN), which is demanding the dismanding of
Warriors Union. He headed ths National Ougrd the Tandons a3 pant of sny polisical sstlsment.
intelligence saction in the early 1960s, whes i was

linked 10 death squad activities, and was implicated in o

u!l
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Nevertheless, the Chief of Stalf has demonstraied his
willingness 0 make some concessions by “sxiling™ four
Taadoaa members 10 delense attache pasitiong:

o Cal. Natividad Jesus Cacares now sarves as ths
defonse attache in Chile after being semoved from his
command post last yesr on charges of corruption,
beutality, extortion, and an armed coafiontation last
year with the US Ambassador.

o Col. Carlos Mauricio Guzman Agullar was recently
reassignoed as the defenss attachs in Costa Rica afier
an investigation—aordered last fall by Cristisni—of
allegations of incompetence and corruption. He
previously headed the National Polics and the
National Inislligencs Directorats.

¢ Col. Roberto Siaben, a military detachment
coimmander, has besn appointad stachs in Hoadarss.
Although he is reputad 10 be an effective commender,
he had been exiled 10 an ares of lissls combeg activicy
because of allegations of s patiera of sbuses of
suthority, human rights violations, aad
oy«lmmmmhwmhn
kidnapping ring. .

¢ Col. Humberto Villalta, comemander of the Navy, hes
becn appointed attache in Spain. Last fall Crigtiani
ordered Ponce 0 Villaks on charges of
corruption, specifically of using Nevy fusl 1o power
his shrimp boats.

¢ Cal. Joss Emilio Cheves Caceres commands the Sth
Brigade. He is suspeciad of isvolvement in & possibic
coverup of an investigation afier his woops sxecuted
10 peasants suspecied of FMLN affiliations last yeer.

o Col. Hector Harlberio Harmandss was reassigned carly
this year 10 command ths 6th Rrigade, & move that

Outiook

Junior officers complained directly 1 the President lant

year ghaut ths incompstence sad corruption of many

Tandons members, and the failuss 10 make changes

fagier is likely 10 encourags mors nhappiness in junior
ranks. Thees officers, increasingly concermed

promating Poacs 10 Minister of Defense—a move that
would ¥rigger advancement of lower academy classcs.
The ouster of ssmiar commandess. I8 our view, would be
an imporiant sep Ioward weskeaing the sanda tradition
ad paving the way for & system of promations asxd
assignments based on meris carher than class loyaltics.
Morsover, ws believe such 8 reform would go s long
way toward improving ths effectivensss of the military
and making & more sseponsive 1o civil awthority. The
precedent aleo could presmpt problems with the next
largs iands, s class of 1973, whass members wers
recently promated o lisssenant colonsl. @B

mmmﬂmwmu—
@Ry indicaes

the most recent seriss of changes, but
pressure continuss 10 bulld for theis semoval.
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£ Satvador Chroniogy [

March - April 1990

1 Merch

S March

6 March

7 March

8 Merch

# Merch

Alr, saval, and ground forces leunch an operation on the southsssicern coast Lo deny
w0 the FMLN befors the insaguration of the aow government in

Manague.
hmmnmummmm

Insurgents attack s milkary helicopeer carrying Attorney Gensral Colorado 1o the
Mdlv:dvnhkﬂldho last month. One person is
killed, and nine of e 11 on bosrd are wounded.

mu“mmhuwm-mmw

The Armed Fosces sanounce plens for continued nationwids offonsive oporations ©
mm.%wmmumum\mt

A civilies jwry cosvicss 26 civil defense members for the rape and massscre of 23
pesseats in 1962, @

Rebels bomb severs! businessss
skirmishes around Sen Selvedor.

-

ths military in & few small-ecale

Some 150 rebely asack a coffes plant in Usulatan Department, killing four sokdiers
end woundieg s, QIS

Al least 10 rebel are killed during an 18-hour howr sttack against Cludad Rarrios in
aorthern San Migusl. The astack force is estimated st 250 w0 300.




13 Mearch

14 March

15 March

16 Morch

18 Mereh

19 Merch

20 Merch

A group of insurgents barricade rosds s Usulutan Departmont and hold
the town hostags for five hours, leaving whea Alr Farcs helicopters By over the
ares.

mmud:rhddm”hﬂWolMMbul
pasceful solution war, including suspending soms ssbotags opesations and
NWMWWWM-

Suspected FMLN members actack and wound aa Al Forcs pilot and his two
brothees outside their home in Sen Salvedor.

Amwmmymwd-uum.

A poap of former Army soldiers asks s Lagisiative Assembly 10 approve s
WW'“MW.MW“N‘W“

A Hoadurss Army pasrol survelling s deseried FMILN bass camp discovers s cache

of six fleld
sxpediont mines, one wising metarial for booby saps, end
The FMLN atiacks 2ad soldiers
camp Milkary patrolling neer & displaced
::glm:iddhm 0 the Jesuit marders o 16 November
2 Rivas, e direcior of the §
lavestigations Unic. peci!

The FMLN destruys elecwicsl ond burns violating its suspension of

The FMLN conducts tres drive-by shontings, 0ns against the Gusssealen Embasty
uummmmummm-

Aa FMLN delegation mests with Venssusien
his sssistancs in achisving peece ia KI Salvador.

The FMLN astacks he Civil Defonse post af Sen
Depertment, killing four soldiers, and womnding five.

Perez and reporiedly sseks

Monts, Cabanes

Tow




31 Merch

22 Merch

34 March

26 March

37 Mereh

- 38 Mereh

39 Merch

.l';h‘;_,'.- SV
gEe

Suchilen Iafantry Brigade members angage rebels in the arce of Las Vusltas,
Department for over 11 hours. Some 12 inswpents are killed, and 13

soldiers ary wounded. After the batils, two saldiers ars killed and four wounded

m-mamwmm.

Proas seports indicass El Salvador has unilatarally decided 10 suspead the wansk of
Nicaraguan or coniainers wransparting merchandise through Salvadorsa

The son-in-law of the Alr Rorce commander, Gen. Villamariona, is seriously
mm-uapmhuum“

Batwesa 5,000 and 7,000 many of them forelgners. stisnd & march
commemorating the 10th sary of Archbishop Romero's asssasination.

A nember (]
dlecussing

M“mm
wils eying 1o Geoctivei & miae.

all explosives experts, are killed

mmwummummmm
organization, seopens its labor inetituss, was closed end occupied by members
of s 1a¢ brigads on 17 November 1999.

The goverament's Human Rights Commission compiesss  preliminary
isvestigation into the killings of Efrain and Cristing Cabrers 08 10 March by
mmmmyuwummm

mmwmnmuumumdm
pocpls ia Sansonats Department In 1964

A G Milkary Detachment sarpeant is conviceed of the Ouatsmalan
iﬂ-qmuuuhmmuumhlﬂ

A Signal Training Contar pasrol ditects of insyrgenis moving woward e
wmwr-nynm'.’" sttack. The FMLN fires a
light antitank weapon in the resulting frsfight

mmm.mm»v&ﬂ-
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