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EL SALVADOR: Violence Impedes Agrarian Reform

The murder of Salvader m peasant lezder Rodolfo Viera this
wesk makes prompt implementation of the government's agrarian re-
form program mors urgent, but, at the ac time, it wi educe
the politiaal benefits of the program for the Jjunta.

The death of Viera will have l1ittle immediate po-
litical impact on the violence-weary public. It will,
however, have a ssrious effect on the still-evolving
lvurhi i“om program in which viera played a major

role.

Viera's criticism of the delays in introducing re-
forms and of military brutality had made his dismissal
as director of the Prograr & near certainty. Most of
his followers will blame ntists allied with the gov-
ernment for his death.

Viera headed a 150,000-member asant union, which
provided the only organiged==4f still conditional--
popular support enjoyed by the government. Perhaps
one-fourth of that membership maintains contacts with
the far left, and it is novw more susceptible to recruit-
ment. Other dishea.cened meabers Ba simply quit--vViera
was One of the few surviving center oft leaders, and
gth:eplunt is unlikely to have his appeal or credi-

y.

The !avommt hopes to issue the long-promised
titles qu cn{ to tenants .and sharecroppers under the
*land to the tiller® progras, but there may be new delays.
In the meantime, the original owners--themselves largely
lower middle class or ped farmars-=have not yet re-
ceived any compensation.

Although agrarian refors is the government's most
important prograam, the hatred and violence that divide
El Salvedor iahibit further progress. The government,
for uusu. has Qquietly shelved & separate program ex-
. propristing medium-sised pr rties in order to aveid
further sraining the rural economy. but it has issued
no official notice of this for fear of strong criticisa.
Without such an announcement, however, owners will not
invest but instead work against the vegime.
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