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Investigation of Murders of U.S. Nuns in Kl Salvador st a
Standstill

Investigation into the murders of four U.S. churchwomen in El
Salvador s at & standstill because there is insufTicient evideace at this
time 1o charge anyone with the crimes under Salvadoran law. (See the
issues of 10 December 1980 and 13 May 1981.) The judge i charge of
the official investigation has stated that the case is still Stechnically

open” but |ﬁ 1 nothing more he can do unless new evidence is re-
celv

. According to m the special investigating commis-
sion appointed last mber is not pursuing the case any longer. Ballis-
tics and fingerprint tests by the FBI resulted in the arrest of two Na-
tional Guard soldiers along with four other National Guardsmen who
were on patrol with them the night of the murders. President Jose
Napoleon Duarte has officially requested polygraph equi other
assistance (rom the FBI in a‘cﬂon to resolve the case

. Opinion among is divided a3 to whether the six soldiers
will ever be prosecuted. ieve that the Salvadorans will be forced
to act because of pressure from the US., while ot jcve that senior

army officers will stonewall any further investigati
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