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{ANd chenko] That is the whole problem—co far it
has \pot. Nevertheless, its construction has continued
from \year to year. During its use there have been
freque unplanned interruptions in the operation of th
power wits. In 1989 there were 30, and in 1990 rathg

{ewer.
{Vorotniko] Why does this happen?

[Andryushchnko] Primarily because sub-standafd tech-
nological equigment breaks down, pamcula'ly jhe steam
generators. Fok example, in the first powegfunit they
worked for oniy\ five years instead of the ;, years they

were guaranteed Yor.

[Vorotnikov] The o hng reservoir has A bcen causing
a great deal of critiism..

(Andryushchcnko] Exactly. It is partfof the Volga reser-
voir, sealed off with § sand embankment which is very
permeable. In the evépt of a serigus accident this will

create potential danged to the g -' river.

[Vorotnikov} And whatyjs the p mnnel training situa-
tion?

[Andryushchenkol Unfortyny ely, because of & lack of
modem training eqmpme f practices do not conform
with world standards.

[Vorotnikov] Is there a st n of economic and social
protection for the popyfation{iving in the area of this
AES?

{Andryushchenko] No. Differen) options for predicting
local, regional, andfglobal damage to the environment
and the populmo in the eventYf a serious accident

up cither. N@r are the inhabitants

have not beea dra
e being granted privileged conditions

of Natalino vil
for living there,

{Vorotnikov] What conclusion did the participants in
your seminar feach?

{Andryushchgnko] We decided to appdal to the USSR
and Russigh Soviet Federated SocMlist Republic
Supreme Sffviets to speed up the adoptihn of a law on
nuclear engfgy, governing the economic arld legal aspects
of regulatlt 8 mutual relations between tis sector and

ation. The scientists recommended that the

the popy
inistry of Atomic Power Engireering and

USSR

Industrgput the resources aliocated for the cqnstruction
of the sfcond stage of the station into making sure that
prk more

the poyer units in the first stage of the AES
cfficiegftly and reliably. Also that it ensure a ytage by
stage fransition to a closed cooling syste hrough
coolifig towers—thus climinating the danger of palluting
the Yoiga from the cooling reservoir. Also, in thg short
termt that 8 modern training system be used. All dquip-
ment provided for these stations must also be reliable. It
is scandalous that steam gencrators break down five or
six times more quickly than they should. And finally we
determined the subject matter for joint scientific

o

Approved for Rolzase
Date ¥

JPRS-TEN-91-003
S February 1991

Pyatigors
for Transit

PM0801135991 Mdg
Second Edition p 3

#use the sums obtained from the
of{ measures to protect the environment,

tfouwhnmforthoscwhodonotmhto use th
far route. _

Urals Town Contaminated by Radioactive Waste,

To Be Evacuated
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[A Tarasov “Reporugc Wuh a Biay": “Evacuation 40
Years On™}

{Text] Sverdiovsk Oblast—A Svcrdlovsk Oblast Sovict
Executive Committee [Oblispolkom] resolution has been
approved. It provides for the evacuation of the inhabit-
ants of the settiement of Ozemyy, Rezhcvsluy Rayon,
which is 70 km from the oblast center—it is yet another
radiation disaster zone,

On my way to Ozernyy I took a look at the radiation

* monitoring report on homes in the settlement, drawn up

by & team sent out by the oblast sanitary and epidemio-
logical station. Here are a few entries: 25 West Street—
ceiling around 1,000 microroentgens per hour; 8§ West
Street—3800 microroentgens per hour in the stove™....

I entered this little house, all neat and tidy:

“Lady, do you know that your stove gives off 120
microroeatgens per hour and the part of the fence near
your neighbors® gate is giving off around 400"

“They came from the city and gave my mother a
dosimeter. They told her to hang it on a nail. A month
iater they collected it. But there has been no sign of them

since...” .
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In my conversations with the villagers I established that
most of them were not only ignorant of the changes that
lay in store for them, but had no inkling of the nature and
scale of the problem in their own homes. And that was
despite the fact that it had been Ozernyy's lot to have
radiation as a “neighbor” for as many as four decades—
ever since construction began on the uranium-thorium
ore enrichment combine alongside the settlement.

...The Rezhevskiy uranium deposits turned out to be
poor, so in 1964 the nuclear people lefl, leaving thou-
sands of cubic meters of raw material in “burial
grounds.” It was only a token burial—sprinkled with
canth. Sprinkled indeed—the protective layer was barely
one meter deep. There were towering piles of sand-clay
refuse on the bank of the Ozernaya River—production
waste, its high level of radioactivity due to the residual
uranium and thorium.

The nuclear people upped and left, without even giving
the inhabitants of Ozemyy a hint of the implications of
their legacy. The villagers set about removing the aban-
doned sand-clay refuse—anyone buildiag a brick house,
plastering walls, building a sandpit for grandchildren.
Construction organizations took the pesky sand away in
trucks and put it on all the highways in the neighbor-
hood. The radiation spread in patches.

In the late sixties the Sverdlovik radio equipment plant,
which was setting up a branch in the settlement, took
over the empty premises of the former secret facility and
the oblast sanitary and cpidemiological station was
allowed to monitor production.

“We appealed to the oblast leadership on several occa-
sions,” S. Treyger, a doctor at the oblast sanitary and
epidemiological station radiation hygiene department,
said. “But they merely made a note of our decontami-
nation proposals.”

Two years ago some unsuspecting construction workers
uncovered one of the “burial grounds” while laying
heating pipes. Ozemyy had begun the final act of a
tragedy without ever suspecting it: Everyone was sud-
denly renting cottages for the summer, students from the
Urals University “Vagant” detachment were buiiding
spacious brick houses in the settlement, and subsidiary
farming was on the increase at the radio equipment
plant.

V. Vyukova, head of the midwifery center:

“Recently I collected analyses of all the settlement's
inhabitants. 1 was hoping that doctors would require
them. But no doctors have come. Except for a stomatol-
ogist, who agreed only to do a stint here.”

Conversations with the villagers revealed that R.
Khuzin, chief physician at the Rezhevskaya sanitary and
epidemiological station, did visit Ozernyy on several
occasions, but an amazing silence accompanied the
visits... One incvitably wonders whether the settiement’s
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plight is duc not so much to the nuclear people’s irre-
sponsibility and not so much to the oblast authorities’
diktat and local authorities’ incompetence as to a basic
lack of respect for the villagers, which condemned them
10 neglect and ignorance. After all, if Ozernyy had been
just once told the truth about the burial places and the ~
villagers had been taught how to take elementary precau-
tions against the invisible calamity, would they have
allowed their kids to create a beach on top of one of the
“burial grounds,” near the river, where the gamma
radiation was calculated at 3,000 microroentgens per
hour? Had the doctors scen the analyses of the scttle-
ment’s inhabitants, wouid they be dismissing some of
themn now, at the mere mention of evacuation?

Talk about moving and people reply=~We would not be
able to find work; we have cushy jobs here, salaries. But
they also complain about not being able to lay on a
decent meal and about sick children. The ultimate in the
statization of human beings. To keep quict about the fact
that the settlement has been enveloped in something that
is probably rather worse than a ring of radon clouds
above the “burial grounds” is to make a mockery of
things human: doctors maiming the sick through their
inaction, the sick sacrificing their own salvation and
their children for the sake of “salaries.”

So they finally remembered Ozernyy. As if the 40 silent
years had never happened and the tragedy had occurred
overnight, the scttiement suddenly-—the only word to
describe it—started getting visits from commissioas, the
Rezh Soviet adopted a resolution, immediately followed
by the Sverdiovsk Oblispolkom. we might stop there. But
one thing is worrying: Rezh and Sverdlovsk intend to
help Ozernyy in different ways. For example, Rezh
deputies, attracted by the possibility of rectifying mat-
ters at a chemical plant where, owing 10 conversion,
there is a dire shortage of manpower, the Rezh deputies
plan to construct 450 apartments and 25 cottages for the
villagers. A Sverdlovsk Oblispolkom resolution talks
only of 336 apartments in the rayon center—to all
appearance, it will be implemented, nonetheless.. A
Rezh City Soviet decision envisages the coastruction of
a kindergarten for children who have been moved out of
Ozernyy, but this is not mentioned in the oblispolkom
resolution. -

There is no need to wonder why the Sverdlovsk people
“forgot™ about the kindergarten and 150 or so families of
villagers. The reason is symptomatic. Judge for your-
sclves; The oblispolkom first calculated the cost of
decontamination, involving the removal of radioactive
waste from the settlement-—and pretty expensive was the
result. Evacuation, then. So they calculated what it
would cost. Even more, apparently... A senior delegation
went 10 Ozemyy, called a meeting of villagers, and tried
to persuade them that there was no need to move.

What you have here is “market scales™—on one §idc the
cost of the plans, on the other the value of the villagers’
health.
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The argument for those who stand behind the scales 'is
that six-ycar-old Katya Kargina dicd in December in
Ozernyy. Of leukemia.

Just before I left dropped in at the settlement soviet,
1 was closely followed by little Katyusha's mother, who
had come to arrange for a death certificate for her
daughter. I dared not approach her, so [ went out onto
the street. | was presented with a spectacle typical of the
times: children from a boarding school for the mentally
retarded—constructed on the grand scale in Ozemnyy,
with 150 places; incidentally there is no mention of its
future in the oblispoltkom resolution—were running in
the direction of a “burial ground,” all red faces, shouting
something. They were running along 2 snow-covered
road, through patches of radiation.

) nen Oblast Residents Fear Falling Rocjtet
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[SIBINFQRM report: “Rockets Will Go Sn Falling™]

[Text] Colgnel General of Aviation Gg¢ n Titov, the
second manin space, has held talks with representatives
of Soviet poyer in Tyumen. The subjéct of the talks was
“Rocket Laun¢her Stages Falling off the Oblast's Terri-
tory,” SIBINFQRM reports.

“The Tyumen pégple are rightlySoncerned about rocket
stages falling on their territogy,” German Titov said.
“First of all, let Jne set pegble’s minds at rest—our
rockets are eavirongentally/ clean. Their fuel compo-
nents are ordinary kdgoseng and oxygen.”

That will not help locd
mind their heads...

deidents, who will still have to

Kazakh President/Cited\on Future Semipalatinsk
Nuclear Tests

LD0101120791 Jerlin ADN Yg German 1127 GMT
1Jan 91

{Text] Mo (ADN)—The Kyzakhstan President Nur-
sultan Nagfrbayev fears “political and social repercus-
sions” igfhis republic if Mosdpw continues with its
auctear fests on the Semipalatinsk test site. Nazarbayev
1old thf Soviet news agency NOVOSTI [no date given]
that Al talks between the Kaza leadership and the
leadffrs of the Defense Ministry hake so far remained
urnduccessful. Everybody is sticking\to his positions.
Igfespective of the fact that Kazaklgtan has strictly
fanned any further nuclear tests on it territory, it has
recently emerged from the army leadership that a total of

18 underground nuclear explosions in mipalatinsk
have been planned for 1991 and 1992. Kazakhstan
president sees in the attitude of Defense ister Yazov
a sign of the “imperial policy of the ccunter” which

refuses to abandon the totalitarian system w ich exists in
the USSR. “Obviously, the center has no ided of the real
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situation which exists here,” Nazarbayev said. “Th
should, finally undcrstagd that there will be no tumni

back fri\m sovereignty in the republics. Policies sh
be develdped which are based on that premise.”

Semipalatingk Test Site Environment S
Planned

PM080111219NMoscow KRASNAYA ZVEEDA
in Russian 4 Jan\9! First Edition p 1

[Report by Ye. D oroshenko: *“Diagnosis for Test

R‘ﬂ‘e“]

(Text] A coordination ¢ onference offthe country’s scien-
tific organizations which\n 1991-199$ have to carry out
a comprehensive study ok the ipalatinsk test range

and adjacent regions wad, held feo atly at the V.G.
Khlopin Radium Institute.
The program provides for a sty of the full spectrum of

possible radiation and ecologial, medical and biolog-
ical, and seismic conseque of nuclear explosions
compared with the influencefexcy ed on the environment
and on man by natural facjors and ecologically harmful
technogenetic factors in modern Aroduction facilitics.

The main avenues in theftudy will headed by Doctors
of Chemical Sciences A Krivokhat iy and Yu. Duba-
sov, Doctor of Medif Sciences \V. Gorlov (USSR
Health Ministry), and Doctor of Ted nical Sciences A.
Matushchenko. It isfplanned that a umber of Kaza-
khstan's scientific grganizations will\take part in the
work. '

The results of thegesearch will be brought to the notice
of the broad pubjc.

Fifth Irkutsk Dblast City Declared
‘Environmengal Disaster Zone'
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{ltem frorf roundup of IZVESTIYA, TASY SIBIN-
FORM regorts: “Fifth Environmental Disaste\Zone™]

[Text) 4 session of the Shelekhov City Sovit has
adoptedfa decision to recognize the territory of the § ity of
Shelekffov as an environmental disaster zone. Accoi\ing
1o thaldata of a commission, 52,000 tonnes of harn¥{ul
subsifinces are discharged annually into the atmosph

of tills city of 50,000 people. Morcover, a check carried
outdbn agricultural produce delivered to a store revealed
twie the maximum allowed quantity of nitrates.

felekhov is the fifth city in Irkutsk Oblast to declare
ifself an environmental disaster zone.




